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Additions to the heavyJBurthens which have been

uravoidably impof:d on My People.—I truft that

their Preflure will, in fome Degree, be alleviated by
the. flourithing State of Our Commerce and Manufac-
.!pres, and that Our Expences, though neceffurily
grent in their Amount, will, under the a&ual Cir-
gumitarces of the War, admit of coniiderable Di-
minution in Comparifon with thofe of the prefent
¥ear.
My Lords, and Gentlemen,
I have obferved for fome Time paft, with the
greateit Anxiety, the very high Price of Grain, and
that Anxiety is increafed by the Apprehenfion that
the Produce of the Wheat Harveft in the prefent
Year may not have been fuch as effeCually to re-
lieve My People from the Difficulties with which
they have had to contend. The Spirit of Or-
der and Submiffion to the Laws, which, with very
few Exceptions, has manifefted itfelf under this fe-
vere Preffure, will, I am fure, be felt by you as an
additional Incentive to apply yourfelves, with the
utmoft Diligence, to the Confideration of fuch Mea-
fures as may tend to alleviate the pre-fent Diftrefs,
and to prevert, as far as poffible, the Renewal of
of fimilar Embarraffments in future. Nothing has
been omitted on My Part that appeared likely to
contribute to this End; and you may be aflured of
My hearty Concurrence in whatever Regulations
the Wifdom of Parliament may adopt, on a Subject
fo peculiarly interefting to My People, whofe Wel-
fare will ever be the Objelt neareft My Heart.

Dowuing- Street, Odiober 28.

The Ratifications of the Treaty of Amity, Com-
merce, and Navigation, between His. Majelty and
the United States of America, figned the 1gth of
‘November laft, were this Day excHanged by Lord
Grenville, His Majefty’s Principal Secretary of State
for Foreign Affairs, with William Allen Dias, Efg;
Chargé d’Affaires from the United States.

Herfe-Guards, O&ober 31,

Difpatch, of which the following is an Extratt,
A has been received by the Right Honorabie
Henry Dundas, one of His Majefty’s Principal Se-
cretaries of State, from Vice-Admiral the Honorable
Sir G. K. Elphinftone, K. B. dated on Board His
Majeity’s Ship Monarch, Simon’s Bay, Cape of

Good Hope, Auguft 18, 1795.
I HAD the Honor of informing you, in a former
Difpatch, tha: the Dutch were entrenched in a
ftrong Pofiton ar Muyfenbergh, and weil furnithed
withk Cannon, having a fleep Mountain on their Right
and the Sea on the Left, difficult of Approach on
Account of fhallow Water, with high Surf on the
Shore, but which the abfolute INecetlity of the Poft
sendered it requifite thar we fhould poffely; and

made it obvious to Major-General Craig and myfelf
that it ought to be attempted.

For this Service I fecretly prepared a Gun-Boat,
and armed the Laucckes of the Fieet with heavy
Cannonades, landed Two Batalions ofScamen, about
One Thoufand, under the Comniand of Captains
Hardy of the kcho, and Spranger of the Rattlefnake,
and ient Ships frequeriiy around the Bay, to prevent
! Sufpicion of an Aitack, when any favourable Oppor-
tunity might offer.,

On the 7th Inflant a light Breeze fprung up f.om
the North-Weft, and at "T'welve o’Clock the pre-
Icon(:erte:d Signal was made; when Major-General

Craig, with his accuftomed Readinefs and A&ivity,
inftanuy put the Forces on Shore in Motion, and, at
_the fame Mioment, Commodore Blankett, equally
.zealous, in the America, with the Stately, Echo
‘and Rattlefnake, got under Weigh, whilf the Gun-
Boat and armed Launches preceded the Marzh of
: the Troops abeut Five Hundred Yards, to prevent
their being interrupted. .

About Oae ¢’Cldck the Ships, being abreaft of
an advanced Poft of Two Guns, fired a few Shot,
which induced thofe in Charge to depart; and, on
approaching a fecond Poft of One Gun and a Royal
Morntar or Howitzer, the Effe€t was the fame. On
proceeding off the Camp the Confufion was inftantly
manifeft, although the Diftance from the Ships was
greater than could have been wifhed, but the Shal-
lownefs prevented a nearer Approach,

The Echo led, commanded by Lieutenant Tod of
the Monarch, and anchored in Two and a Half
Fathomns, folloawed by the America, which anchored
in Four and a Half, then the Stately and Rattfe-
fnake, anchoring ncarer, in Proportion to theirleffer
Drauglits of Water, off the Enemy’s Works, which
began to fire, and the Fire was returned by the
Sloops; but an Increafe of Wind prevented the large
Ships from atting until they had carried out heavy
Anchors.  This Duty was performed by the Com-
manders with. great Coolnels, much to their own
Houwour and their Country’s Credir.

Ina few Minutes after the Fire opened, which
obliged the Dutch to abandon their Camp with the
utmoft Precipitation, taking' with them only Two
Field-Pieces, and at Four 0’Clock the Major-General
took Poffeflion of it, after a fatiguing March over
heavy fandy Ground. 'To him I beg Leave to refer
for the Particulars of what was taken therein, as the
Sea ran fo high that no Perfon from the Ships or
Gun Boats could venture to Jand.

In tranfmining to you the Proccedings of the
Fleet under my Command, I fhall at all ‘I'imes fecl
great Satisfaltion in doing Juftice to the Merits of
the feveral Oficers. To their Judgment and good
"Condut in the prefent Inftance is to be atitrbuted
" the iminediate Succefs which attended the Attempts
'it is therefore my Duty to recommend to His Ma-

jetty’s Notice Commodore Blankett, Captain Doag-
‘Ias, Lieutenant Tod of the Monarch, commanding
| the Echo, and Lieutenant Ramage, aifo of the Mo-
narch, commanding the Rattlefnake, and Mr. Charles
Adam, of the Monarch, Midfhipman, who com-
manded the Gun-Boat. 1 am fenfibly obliged to
them, each individually, for their fteady and corre®
Difcharge of my Orders.

I muft further beg Leave to add, that it is uni~
verfally agreed the Echo’s Fire was fuperiorly di-
refted and ably kept up; and parsicular Acknow-

' ’ ledgements




