_longer tenable.
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-Horfe Guards, February 145 1795,

A Difpatch, of which the following-is an Ex-
_A traft, dated Deventer, .January 21, 1795,
has been received from the Honorable Lieutenant-
-Genera! Harcoort by His Royal Highnefs the Duke
-of York, and .commaunicated by His Royal High-
nefs to the Right Honorable Henry Dundas, One
of His Majefty’s Principal Secretartes of State.

I HAVE the Honor to acquaint your Royal High-
. nefs of the Arrival of the Army in.their Can-
tonments on the Banks of the Yflel on the :8th
Inftant, though not without fome Lofs, as fome
of the Trainenrs, unable to fupport the Fatigues
of the March and ihe extreme Severity of the
Weather, were left behind, and have probably
-fallen into the Hands of the-Eremy.

It is a Matter of no {mall Satisfa&ion -to ac-
-quaint your Royal Highnefs, that we have not only
1aved zll the Grdnance and molt of the other Stores
depofited at Arnheim, but that we have barnt all
the Veffels containing Forage and Stores upon the
Leck, and have deltroyed moft of the Ammuni-
tion contained in Fifteen Ordnance Veflels.at Rot-
.terdam,

Hozfe Guards, February 14, 1795.

‘Difpatch, of :which the following is a.Copy,
-f73. has been received from General the Honorable

.Sir John Vaughan, K. B.: by the Right Honorable

Henry Dandas, One of His Majefty’s Principal Se-

.cretaries of State.

Martinico, December 18, 1704.
SIR, 79%
THE Evacuation of Fort Matilda, Guadalsupe,
was an Eveat to be expetted; the Pofition of
.the Place is wealk, the Ground rifing inland immedi-
.ately from the Glacis. The Work, which has been
added atdifferent Times, is irregular, prefents a nar-
row Front to the firong. Gronnd to the Eaftward, and
-has been conftru&ed with bad Mafonry.

Under thefe Circumitances, Lieutenant-General
Prefcott, with afmall Garrifon, protrafted the Siege
from the 14th of O&ober te the roth of December.
Early in December the Enemy’s Batteries were in-

.crealed fo as greatly to exceed the Artillery of the |
.Garrifon.

Their Fire on the -6th Inflant difmounted
all our Guns upon the Cavalier, which is the higheft
and moft commanding Part of the Fort; the Cur-
tain, from thence to the next Baftion near the Town,
and the Faces and Flanks of that Baftion in many
Places, threatened to fall into the Ditch ; the Number

-of Killed and Wounded was proportional tu the Ef.

fect made upon the Work ; and the Place became no

On the Nightof the 1oth Inftant, Lieutenant- Ge-

. meral Prefcott having previoufly arranged the Order

aad Time of Retreat.with Rear- Admiral Thompfon,
the whole Garrifon was embarked without Lofs.
-I have the Honor to inclofe to yon the Lieute-

-nant-Gengeral’s Account of the Siege and Evacua-

tion, by which youn will be fully informed of all the
~attending Circumftances,

Lieutenant-General Prefcott reports, that it has
‘been greatly owing to the ready Affittance afforded
to the Garrifen by Vice-Admiral Eir John Jervis,
and fince by Rear-Admiral Thomplon, that he was

. enabled fo long to refift the Eforis of the Enemy.
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He alfo gives the highelt Enconiiums to Captain
Bowen, of His Majefty’s Ship the Terpfichore, wna
fuperintended the Embarkation, and by whofe able
Difpcfition of the Boats every Thing was managed
wich the moft perfe&t Order and Regularity ; unior-
tanately he was {evercly wounded, but we hope not
in fuch a Manner as to endenger his Life.

.Of the Conduét of all the Officers and Men, the

-Lieutenant-General makes a-moft favourable Report,
exprefiive of his entire Satisfaltion of their Behavioay
during the Whole of the Siege.

T beg to exprefs to you my Approbation of ths
Conduét of Lieutenant-General Prefcott in the De-
fence of Fort Matilda: It has been judicious in a
high Degree; and throughout the whole Tranfa&ion
he has fhewn the greateft Judgment and Refolution.

I have the Honour to be, &c.
' JCHN VAUGHAN.

Right Hon, Henry Dundas,
Ee. e e 3

Ou Board His Majelty's Ship Vanguard, at §:a,
' December 11, 1794.
SIR, '
THE Evacuation of Fort Maiilda in Guadaloups,
the Defence of which devolved upon me, having:
unzvoidably taken-Place, I find it neceffary to give
you a particular Account thereof.
To enter into a minute Rerail of the Siege, which
commenced on the 14th of OQober, and terminate.l

.by evacuating it on the 1oth of December, would

not-only too much occupy your Time, but might b
deemed equally unneceflary. It may be fufficient to
remark, that, on entering the Fore, [ found it totally
out of Repair, the Materials compefing the Wall-
Work thareof being of the worit Kind, and havirig
apparently but litde Lime to cement them properly.
By the Middle of laft Month the Works were very
much injured by the daily and frequent heavy Fire
of the Enemy, and almoit all the Carriages of our
Guns rcndered ufelefs. Thefe were in generalin a
very decayed State, but even the new ones for the
Brafs Mortars, that were made during the .Siege,
gave Way, from the almoft inceflant Fire we kept
up ; fo that, upon the Whole, what from the Nature of
our Defences, and the fmall Number of our Garrifon,
we were in a very unfit Situation to refift the very vi-
gorous Exertions of our Enemy, who began to prepare
additional Forces about the zoth of laft Month, but
who, from a Number of Caufes, and efpecially from
heavy and continued Rains, could not open their
new Batteries until the 6th of this Month. On that
Day they began to fire from Twenty-three Pieces
of Cannon, Four of which were Thirty-fix Poun-
ders, and the Reft Twenty-four, and from Eighe
Mortars, Two of Thirteen Inch and Two of Tes.
The Fire was very heavy, and continued all Day
and Night, and by it.all the Guns on the Gallion
Baftion were difmounted; and the Baftion itfelf a
Heap of Ruins., Every Day after this grew worfe
until the gth ;-on the Evening of which Day I went
into the Ditch, zccompanied by the Engineer, when
we were both but teo well convinced of the torter-
ing State .of the Works from the Gallion along the
Curtain, ard indeed the Whole, from the Eaft to the
North-Eaft. I couid not hefitaie 2 Moment about
the Neceflity of evacuating the Fort. I therefore
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