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«• him faithful Obedience according to tbe Constitu-
*« tioj and tne L iws of Corsica, and to maintain the 
** said Constitution aud Laws." 

The Constitutional Act being entirely completed 
and finished, tae President adjourned the Seffion, and 
signed the above, as did also the Secretaries* the 
Year, Month aud Day above-mentioned. 

( Signed ) 
PASO^UALE DS PAQLZ, President. 
CARLO ANDREA POZZO DI BARGO, Secretary. 

• Gio . A N U R E A M^S&LLI, Secretary. 

T R A N S L A T I O N . 
Speech made in tbe General Assembly of Corsica, on tbe 

Acceptation of the Crown and Conjlituiiem of that 
Ijland, by his Excellency Sir Gilbert Elliots 

G E N T L E M E N , 

IN a* ailing myself, for the first Time, in the 
Midst ot the Corsican Nation, of the Privilege 

' of calling you. Brothers and Fellow Citizens, a 
Reflection, which will naturally occur to every one, 
excites in me the-most heartfelt Satisfaction; inde­
pendent of the reciprocal political Advantages 
which we may derive from so close a Connection, 
I see, on the present Occasion, every Thing that 
can 'ender it more preci us and more estimable by 
the Sentiments of Confidence and of Affection, the 
first and pure Principles of our Union, which 
they will tor ever continue to cement and conso­
lidate. 

This remarkable Truth, which it is impossible to 
overlook, cannot be mentioned without a strong 
Emotion of S nsibility and Joy. Our Two Na­
tions have, for a long Period, been distinguished by 
a reciprocal and remarkable Esteem Without 
anticipating the happy End (o which this instinc­
tive Partiality, this sympathetic Attraction, may 
some Day lead us, we have given to each other 
Instances of C .nfidence on every Occasion, yet no 
Relations have hitherto subsided between us, ex­
cept those of reciprocal and voluntary good Offices. 
Our Minds have been prepared by Providence for 
the Fate which awaited us,-'and the Divine Good­
ness, intending our Union, has ordained that it 
should be anticipated and brought about (if I may 
so express myself,) by a Similarity of Character, 
and by a Conformity of Views and Principle, and, 
above all, by a pleasing Exchange of friendly Ser­
vices. 

This sacred Compact, which I received from 
your Hands, is not a cold and interested Agreement 
between two Parties who meet by Accident, and 
form a Contract founded on the Impulse of the 
"Moment, or on a selfish and temporary Policy.— 
No ; ihe Event of this happy Day is only the Com-

?letion of Wishes we had previously formed ; 
o-day our Hands are joined, but our Hearts 

have long been united, and our Motto should be 
Amici (5f non di ventura. 

However seducing this Prospect of our Happi­
ness may appear, I trust (and it is important sor 
os to know it, as ive assuredly do) that it does not 
depend On Sentiment alone ; but that it rests on 
the solid Basis of the true Interests and permanent 
felicity of the Two Nations. 

I will not mention to you the Interests of Great 
Britain upon this Occasion ; not that they are of 
little Consequence, but being, of a Nature purely 
political, the Subject would be too cold, too dry, 
for this important Day. Besides, it is not neces­
sary on this Occasion to appreciate them in Detail. 
I shall confine myself to this Remark, that every 
"possible Advantage, which Great Britain could have 
in View from her Uaion. with Corsica, is ersen 

tially attached to your political and ibfolu'ie Inde* 
pendence of every European Powrr, and that these 
Advantages are not only compatible with your In­
terests, but cannot for the most Part exist'' aud still 
less flourish, but in Proportion to your Prosperity. 

On your Part, what is neceiT&ry to render you a 
happy People ? I will tell you in two W o r d s -
Liberty at Home, and Security Abroad. 

Your Liberty will not be exposed to any En­
croachments from a Monarch, who^-by his own Ex­
perience and the Example of his Ancestors for se* 
veral Generations, is persuaded that tne Liberty 
and the Prosperity of his People is the only Foun­
dation of the Power, the Glory, and the Splendor 
of the Throne. A King who has ever governed 
according to the Laws, and whose Sceptre is at 
once strengthened by she Privileges and embel­
lished by the Happiness of his Subjects : Here £ 
might expatiate on the august Virtues of that Mo­
narch whom you have chosen for your own ; but 
they are known to all his Subjects ; You will there­
fore become acquainted with them by a happy and 
certain Experience, and this Testimony will be 
far more faithful than my weak Voice. 

It would not, however, be right that your Li­
berty should depend solely on the personal Vir­
tues of the Monarch. You have therefore been 
careful to ensure it by the wife Constitution and 
fundamental Laws of our Union, which, in my 
Opinion, constitute so essential a Part- of the Act 
you present to me this Day, that I could not 
(without violating the Confidence reposed in me 
by my Sovereign *) agree to a System which might 
have degenerated into Tyranny ? a Condition: 
equally unfavourable to the Happiness of him who 
exercises it, and of those who endure it. 

If His Majesty, therefore, accepts the Crown 
which you have agreed to offer him, it is because? 
he is determined to protect, and never to enslave 
those from whom he receives it j and, above all* 
because it is given, and not seized upon by Vio­
lence. 

For external Security, yon wanted nothing but 
the constant and active Alliance of a Maritime 
Power: This Act ensures it to you j and whilst 
you enjoy at Home Peace and Tranquility, which 
the Enemy will no longer be able to interrupt, yo«r 
will share with us the Treasures of Trade, and the 
Sovereignty of the Seas. 

From this Day therefore you are quiet and freea 
To preserve these Blessings, you have only to pre­
serve your ancient Virtues, Courage, and the sacred 
Love of your Country.—These are the native Vir­
tues of yoor Soil; they will be enriche'd by those 
which accompany our Union, and- which you will 
derive from our Industry, from r>ur long Experi­
ence, (that true Source of political Wisdom) and! 
from our Love of Liberty, at once enthusiastic and 
enlightened. I speak of that Liberty which ha* 
for it's Object to maintain your Civil Rights, and 
the Happiness of the People; not to serve Ambi­
tion and Vice : That Liberty, which is inseparable 
fFom Religion, Order, Respect for the Laws, and 
a sacred Regard for Property, the first Principles of 
every human Society ; that Liberty which abhors 
every Kind of Despotism and especially that moil 
terrible of all Despotism, which arises from the 
unrestrained Violence of the human Passions. Suclt 
are the Virtues which belong both to yoa and to 
us; on tlieir happy Mixture and Influence on each 
other depends the Prosperity of Corsica- Immc* 
diate Liberty, and a- progressive and encreasing 
Prosperity. Such is the Text 5 to which I hope 
and venture to predict that our Behaviour to each 
other, and our common Destinies will always prove 
a faithful and a satisfactory Illustration.-


