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@ him faithful Obedience according to the Conftitu-
¢ _tion and tne Laws of Corfica, and to mawntain the
¢ faid Coatitudon aud Laws.” :

The Conftitutional A& being entirely completed
and finithed, tae Prefident adjourned the Seffion, and
figned the above, as did alfo the Secretaries, the
- Year, Month aud Day above-mentioned. '

{ Signed )
Pasquave pe Paori, Prefident. o
Caruo AnprEa Pozzo p1 Barco, Secretary.
-Gto. Axprea MusELLE, Secretary,

TRANSLAT{ON.

Speech made in the General Lfombly of Corfica on 2be
MAcceptation of the Crown and Conflitution of that
Lgand, by bis Excellency Sir Gilbert Elfiots

GENTLEMEN,
IN availing - myfelf, for the firft Time, in the

Midft ot the Corfican Nation, of the Privilege

‘of calling you. Brothers and Fellow Citizens, a
Refleétion, which will natarally occur to every one,
excites in ine the-moft heartfelt Sati-faétion; inde.
pendent of the reciprocal political Advantages
which we may derive from {fo clofe a Conneélion,
I {.e, on the prefeat Occafion. every. Thing that
can ender it more preci us and more eftimable by
-the Sentiments of Confidence and of Affetion, the
firk and pure Principles of our Union, which
they will tor ever continue to ccment and confo-
lidate. _

This remarkable Truth, which it is impoffible to
overlook, cannot be mentioned without a ftrong
Emation of § nfibility and Joy. Qur Two Na-
tions have, for along I'eriod, been diftinguifhed by
a reciprocal and remarkable Eftcem. Withoat
anticipating the happy End to which this inftinc.
tive Partiality, this fympathe:ic Attra&ion, may
fome Day lead us, we have given to each other
Inftances of C nfidence en every Qccafion, yet no

Relations have hitherto fublifed beiween us, ex-:
cept thofe of reciprocal and voluntary good Offices.

Qur Minds have been prepared by Providence for
the Fate which ewaiteifus,:"and the Divine Good-
nefs, intending our Union, has ordained that it
fhould be anticipated and brought about (if I may
fo exprefs m.felf,) by a Similarity of Charadter,
and by a Conformity of Views and Principle, and,
above all, by a pleaficg Exchange of fiiendly Ser-
vices.

This facred Compa®, which I received from
your Hands, is not a cold and interefted Agreement
between two Parties wito meet by Accident, and

form a Contrat tounded on the Impulfe of the.

Moment, or on a felfith and temporary Policy.—
No; the Event of this happy Day is only the Com-
letion of Wifhes we had previoufly formed ;
'o-day our Hands are joined, but our Hearts
have long been united, and our Motto thould be
Amici ¢ non di ventura. -
* However feducing this Profpe& of our Happi-
hefs may appear, I ruft (and it is important for
- ms to know it, as we afluredly du) that it does not
depend on Sentiment alone 5 but that it refls on
the folid Bafis of the true Interefts and permanent
Felicity of the Two Nations.

I will not mention to you the Interefts of Great
Britain vpon this Occafion ; not that they are of
little Cunfequence, but being of 2 Nature purely

* potitical, .the Subjedt would be too cald, too dry,
- for'this important'Day. Befides, it is not necef-
fary on this Occafion to appreciaté them in Detail,
I fhall confine myfelf to this Remark, that every
w ‘pollible Advantage, which Great Britain could have
- in Yiew from -her Unioa: with. Corfica, is cica-

ey

tially attathed to your political and sbfolute Indes
pendence of every Buropean Powsr, and that thefe
Advantages are not. only compatibie with yoir T4
tereils, but canndt for the molt Part exiity and fil}
lefs flourifh, but in Proportion to your Piolperity.
On your Part, whatis neceffary to render you a
happy People? I will tell you in two Words—
Liberty at Home, and Security Abroad, .
“Your Liberry will not be expofed to ady En-
croachments from z Monarch, whogby his own Ex-
perience and the Example of his Anceitors. for fee .
veral Geaerations, is perfuaded that tie Liberty

} and the Profperity of-his People is the oaly Founs

dation of the Power, the Glory, and the Splendor
of the Throse. A King who has ever governed
according to the Laws, and whofe Sceprre is -at
once ftrengthened by the Privileges and embel-
lithed by the Happinefi of his Subjeéts : Here I
might expatiate on the auguft Virtues of that Ma-
narch whom you have chofen for'your own ; but
they are known to all his Subje@s : Vou will there-
fore become dcquainted with tliem by a happy and
certain Experience, and this Teflimony will be
far more farthful thas my weak Voice. oo

It would not, however, be right that your Lis
berty fhould depend folely on the perfonal Vir.
taes of the Monarch. You have therefore been
careful to enfure it by the wife Conttitution and
fundamental Laws of oar Union, which, in my
Opinion, condlitute fo effential a Part- of the A&.
you prefent to me this Day, that I could not
{without viotating the Confidence repofed in me
by my Sovereign,) agree to a Syftem which mighe
have degenerated 1nte Tyranny; a Condition
equally unfavoarable to the Happinefs of him who
exercifes it, and of thefe who endure #t.

If His Majelty, therefore, accepts the Crown
which you have agreed to offer him. it is becaufe
he is determined to proteét, and never to enflaveé
thofe from whom he receives it; and, above all,
becaufe it is given, and not feized upon by Vio-
lence. : : :
For external Seccutity, you wanted nothing but

[the conftant and a&tive Alliance of 2 Maritime

Power: This A& enfures it to you; and whilft
you enjoy at Home Peace and Tranquility, which
the Enemy will no longer be able to interrupt, you
will fhare with as the T'realures of Frade, and the
Sovereignty of the Seas. o

From this Day therefore yow are quiet and free,
To preferve thefe Bleflings, you have only to pre-
ferve your ancient Virtues, Courage, and the facred
Love of your Country.—~Thefe are the native Vir-
tues of yoar Soil ; they will be enricliéd by thofe
which accompany our Union, and: which you wilk
derive from our Induftry, from our long Experie
ence, (that true Source of political Wii%om) and
from our Love of Liberty, at once enthufiaftic and
enlightened. I fpeak of that Liberty which has
for 1t’s Objeét to maintain your Civil Righrs, and
the Happinefs of the People; not to ferve Ambi-
tion and Vice: That Liberty, which is infeparable
from Religion, Order, Refpe& for the Laws, and
a fucred Regard for Property, the firft Principles of
every human Society ; that Liberty which abhors
every Kind of Delpotifm and efpecially that moft
terrible of all Defpotifm, which ‘arifes from the
anreftrained Violence of the human Pafions. Such
are the Virtues which belong both to yon and to
us; on their happy Mixiure and fnfluence on each
other depends the Profperity of Corfica. Imme-
diate Liberty, and a progreflive and encreafiny
Profperity. Such is the Texts to which I hope
and venture to predict that oar Behaviour to each
othery and our common Deftinics will always prove
a faithful and a fatisfaltory Iilafbeation.




