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SATURDAY, JUNE 21, 1794.

Admirelty-Cffice, Fure 21.

Letter, of which the following is a

Copy, from the Admiral Earl Howe
to ~Mr. Stephens, fupplementary to his
Lordfhip’s Letter of the 2d Inftant, pub-
lithed in the London Gazette Extraordi-
nary of the 11ch, was received late laft
Night, " '

IN the Extract of the Journal herewith

enclofed, the Proceedings of the Fleet
are flated from the Time of leaving St.
Hclen’s on the 2d of laft Month to that
cf the firlt Difcovery of the French Fleet
on the 28th of the fame.  For the farther
Information of the Lords Comniffioners
of the Admiraity, I have now therefore
_to relate the fubfequent Tranfactions not
alrcady communicated in my Difpatch of
the 2d Inftant, to be delivered by my
Firit Cap:ain, Sir Roger Curtis,

E.rly in the Morning of the #8th, the
Epemy were difcovered by the advanced

{ Price Four-pence. ]

Frigates, far diftant on the Weather Bow,
The Wind then frefh from the S. by W.
with a very rough Sea.

They came down, for fome Time, in
a loofe Order, feemingly unapprized chat
they had the Britith Fleet in View.  After
hauling to the Wind when they came
nearer, they were fome Hours before they
could completely form in regular Order
of Battle upon the Starboard Tack; the
Britifh Fleet continuing as' before in the
Order of Sailing.

The Time required for the Enemy to
perfect their Difpefition, had facilitated
the nearer Approach -of His Majefty’s
Fleet to them, and for the feparately ap-
pointed and detached Part of it; com-
manded by Rear-Admiral Pafley, to be
placed more advantageoufly for makng
an Impreflion on their Rears

The Signals  denoting that Intention
being made, the Rear- Admiral, near upon,
the Clofe of Day, led his .Divifion on
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with pc(.uhdr Firmpefs, and attacked a
Three-decked Ship, (the Rcvul.uuona:rc)
the Sternmott in the Enemy’s Line:
Making known foon after that he kad
a Topmait difabled, Afliftance was di-

1 Lxm. abead & cncr.wc thie Van of the Bri-
uih I'leer; when arrived at fuch Diftance
as to Le jolt able to reach our moft ad-
vanced Ships, thar headmoft Ships, as
they came fucceflively into the Wake of

reted to be given to him in that Situationhhhcir retfpelive Seconds ahead, opened

The quick Approach of Night only al-
lowed me to obferve, sthat- Lo&d”Huah
Seymour (Conway) in the chmth@n,
with equal ‘good Judgment and deter-
mined Courage, pufhed up alongfide of
chc,_,Thrcv:-dcckcjd French Ship, and was
fupported, as. it appeared, by Caprain
Parker of the Auldc.ous, in the molt
ipirited Manner.

The Darknefs which now prevailed did
not admit of my making any more accu-
rate Obfervations on the Conduét of thofe
Ships and others concerned in the fame
Service; but I have fince learnt that the
Leviathan ftretched on farther ahead,
for bringing the Second Ship from the
Enemy’s Rear to Ad&ion, as foon as her
former Station could be occupied by a
fucceeding . Britith Ship; alio that the

hrcc-.dccked- Ship in the Enemy’s Rear
as -aforefaid, being unfuitained by their
other Ships, ftruck to the Audacious, and
that thcy paried Ccmpany together foon
after. - -
Thc Two opponent Hccto contmucd

on .the Starboard . Tack, .in a paralle]
Diretion, the Enemy ftill to Windward
the. Remainder. of -the Night. The Bri-
vifh Fleee appearing in' the. Morniag of the
2gth, when in Order of Batde, to be far.
cnough  advanced for - the Ships ‘in tlie
~ Van.to make fome farther Impreflionh on
the Enemy’s.Rear, was tacked in Succel.
fon with that Intent.
"‘he Enemy wors hcreupon from, Vah
40 Rear, and continued edgiig dowu in
. ,.

@

with that diftant Fire upon the headmoft
Ships of the Britith Van., The Signa! for
I}pa!‘ﬁng through their Line; made when
i the Fleet tacked before, was then renewed.
It could mot be fer fome Time fien,
‘through the Fire from the Two Fleets in
ithe Van, to what Extent that Signal wis
]comphcd with.  But as the ‘3mokc at In-
tervals difperfed, it was obfurved that the
Czfar, the leading Ship of the Rritifh
Van, after being about on the Starboard
Tack, and comee abreaft of the Qucen
Charlotte, had not kept to the Wind ;
and that the appointed Movement would
confequently be liable to fail of the pur-
pofed Effe&t.

The. Queen Charlotte was therefore
immediately tacked ; and, followed by the
Bellerophon, her Second aftern, (and f.cn
after joined by the Leviathan) pafied
through in A&ion, between the Fitch and
Sixch Ships in the Rear of the Encmy’s
Line. She was put about again on the
| Latboard Tack forthwith, after the Ene-
my, in Preparation for renewing the Adtion
with the Advantage of that weathérmofl
Situation. »

The Rett of the Britith Fleet being at
this Time pafling to Leeward, and with-
out the fternmofl Ships, moflly of the
French Linre, the Enemy wore again to
the Eaftward in Succéﬂ"xon for fifccouring
the difabled Ships of their Rears which
Intention, by reafon of the then difunited
State of the F lcat, and havmg no mosk

Ithandhe Two o pp‘cd Ships, the Bel-

Jerophon
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hrophon =€ Leviathan, at that Time
near me, 1 was unabie to obftruct.

The Enemy having fucceeded in that
Operation, wore round again, after fome
diftant cannonading of the nea.e& Britith’
Ships, occafionally returned, and ftood
away in Order of Bartle on the Larboard
Tack, followed Ly the Britith Fleet in
the fame Order (but with the Weather
Gage retzined) us foon as the Ships coming
forward to clofe with the Queen Charlotte |
were tultably arranged.

The Fiects remained feparated fome
few Miles, in View at Times on the Inter-
miffion of a thick Fog, which lafted moft
Part of the Two next ljays.

The Commander of a Fleet, their Lord-
thips know, is unaveidably fo confined in
his View of the Occurrences in Time of .
Battle, as to be little capable of rendering
perfonal Teflimony to the meritorious Ser-
vice of Officers who have profited, in a
greater Extent, by the Opportunities to
diftinguith themiclves on fuch Occafions.

To difcharge this Part of my public
Duty, Reports wete called for from the
Flag Officers of the Flect, for {fupplying

the Defect: of my Cblervance, under the
imited Circumitances above-mentioned.
. Thofe Officers, therefore, who have fuch !
pariicular Cliim to my Agtention, are the !
AdmiralsGraves and Sir Alexander Hood; |
the Rear- Admirals Bowyer, Gardner and |
Palley 5 the Captains Lord Hugh %}- ‘
mowr, Pakznham, Berkeley,Gambier, John i
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Harvey, Payne, Parker, Henry Harvey,
Pringle, Duckworth, and Elphinttone.
Special Notice is alfo due of the Caprains

‘Nicholls of the Sovereign, and Hope of
‘the Bellerophion, who became charged

with, and well conduéed thofe Ships,
when the wounded- Flag Officers, under

whom they refpectively ferved thercin,

.were no longer able to remain 4t their

Pofts ; and the Lieutenaats Monckton of
the Marlborcugh, and Donnelly of the
Montagu, Thefe
Seleétions, however, fhould not be con-
ftrued to the Ditadvantage of other Com-
marders, who may have been equally de-
ferving of the Approbation of the Lords
Commiffioners of the Admiralty, although
I am not cnabled to make a particular.

in fimilar Situations.

 Statement of their Merits.

‘To the Reports from the Flag Officers
are added thofe required from. the feveral
Captains of the Fleet; whereby their
Lordthips will become more “particularly
acquainted with the meritorious Services
of the feveral Cemmanders, and animarted
Intrepidity of their tubordinate Gfficers
and Ships Companies; to which the De-

| feat of the Esemy, with every Advan-

tage of Situation and Circumftance in
their Faver, is truly to be aferibed. To
the like Purport, I beg my Teltimony, in
Behalt of the Oﬂ%ccrs and Company of

every Defcription in the Qteen Charlotte,
may be aecepted,

-

in Warwick-Lane,
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