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WEDNESDAY

Aa'mtralty-Oﬁce, Fune 10,
IR Roger Courtis, Firft Captain to the Admifal
Ear] Howe, arrived this Evening with a Difpatch
from bis Lerdfip to Mr. Step‘xens, of which the
following is a Copy. -

Lueen Charlotte at Sea, Fune 2,.1794,

Uppant, E. Half N. 140 Leagues.
SIR, * ¢
HINKING it may not be neceflary to make «

more particalar Report of my Proceedings with
the Fleet, for the prefent Information of the Lords
Commiflioners of the Admiralty, I confine my Com-
mumcations chiefly, in this Difp:eitch, to the Occur-
rences when in Prefence of the Enemy Yeflerday.
Finding, on my Return off of Breft on the 1gth
paft, that the French Fleet had, a few Days before,
put to Sea; and receiving, on the fame Evening,
Advices from Rear-Admiral Montagu, I deemed it
requifite to endeavour to form a Junion with the
Rear-Admiral as foon as poffible, and proceeded im-
mediately for the Stagion oa which he meant to wait
for the Return of the Venus.
But, having gained very credible Intelligence, on
she 21ft of the fame Month, whereby I had Reafon
to fuppofe the French Fleet was then but a few

Leagucs farther to the Weftward, the Courfe before

feered was altered accordingly.

JUNE 11, 1704.
On the Moruing of the 28th the Bnemy were difs

covered far to Windward, and partial Adions were

engaged with them that Bvening and the next Day.

The Weather Gage having been obtzined, in the
Progrefs of the [#{t mentioned Day, and the Fleet
being in a Situation fof bringing the Eneiny to
clofe Aion the ift Inftant, the Ships bore up
together for that Purpofe, between Seven and Eight
o’Clociz in the Mornimg. :

. The French, their Force confifting of Twenty fix
S}np_s of the Line, oppofed to His Majefty’s Fleet
of Twenty-five (the Audacious having parted Coftis
pany with the fternmoft Ship of the Enemy’s Line,

! captured in the Night of the 28th) waited for the

A&ion, and fuftained the Attack with their cuflos
thary Refolution.

In lefs than an Hour after the clofe A&ioh eom=
menced in the Centre, the French Admiral, engaged
by the Queen Charlotte, crowdsd off, and was fol=
lowed by moft of the Ships of his Van in Condition
to carry Sail after him, leaving with us about Ten
or Twelve of his crippled or totally difmafted Ships,
exclufive of One funk in the Engagement. The
Queen Charlotie had then loft her Fore Topmaf,
and the Main Topmatt fell over the Side very foon

afier.
The
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The greater Nukber of the other Ships of the
Britith Fleet were, at this Timz, {o much difabled
or widely feparated, and under fuch Cireumftances
with refpedt to thofe Biips of the Enemy in a Stite
for A&tion, and with which the Firing was fiill con-
tined, that ‘Cwo or Three, even of their difmantled
Suips, attempting to g_é: away under a Spritfail
fingly: or fmaller Sail raffed on the Stump of the
Foremaft, could rot be detained:

Seven remained i our Poflefion, One of which,
however, funk before the adequate Afliftance could
be given to hér Crew ; but many were favad.

The Brunfwick, having loft her Mizen Maft in
the Attion, and drified to Leeward of the French
tétreating Ships, was obliged to put awuy large to
the Northward from them. Not fecing her chafed
by the Enemy, in that Predicament, I flatier myf(slf
fhe may arrive in Safecy at Plymouth. Al the other
"Twenty-four Ships of His Majelty’s Fleet rc-aflem-
bled later in the Day ; and I am preparing to return

_with them, as foon as the captared Ships of the
Enemy are fecured, for Spithead.
The material Injury to His Maje[’ty’s_lShips, 1
“undesftand, is confined priiicipally to their Mafts and
Yards, which 1 contlude will be fpeedily replaced. "

I have not been yet able to collt regular Ac-
gotnts of the Kifled and Wounded in the different
Ships. .Cantain Montagu is the only Officer of his
Rank who fell in the Aftion. . The Numbers of bath
Deferiptions I hope will prove fmall, the Nature of
the Service confidered; but I have the Concern of

“being to add, on the fame Subje, that Admiral
Lraves has received a Wound in the Arm, and that
Rear- Admirals Bowyer and Pafley, and Captain Hutc

“of the Queen, have each had a Leg taken off; they
are, however, (I have the Satisfadtion to hear) in
a favorable State under thofe Misfortunes. In the
captured Ships the Numbers of Killed and Wounded
appear te be very confiderable.

Though I fhall have, o the Subje® of thefe
different AQions with the Enemy, diftinguithed
Examples hercafter to report, [ prefume the deter.
mined Bravery of the feveral Ranks of Ofcers and
the Ships Companics employed under my Authority,
willhave been already fufliciently denoted by the Efet
of their fpirited Exertions; and, I truft, I fhall be ex-
cufzd for poftponing the more detailed Narrativeof the
other Tranfa&tions of the Fleet thereon, for beingcom- -

.municated at a future Oppartunity ; more efpecially

as my firfl Captain 8ir Roger Curtis, who is charged
with this Difpatel, will be able to give the farther
Information the Lords Commiflioners of the Admi-
ralty may at this Time require. -Itis incumbent on
me, neverthelefs, now to add, that I am greatly
indebted to him for his Councils as well as Conduct
in every Branch of my Ofiicial Duties: And I have
{imilar Aflitance, in the late Occucrences, to acknow-
ledge of my Second Captain, Sir Andrew Douglas,
I am, with great Confideration,

S IR,
Your molt obedient Servant,
HOWE.

P.S. The Namés and Fotce of the captured
French Ships with the Fleet is tranfmitted herewith.

Lift of French Ships caprared on the 1ff Day of Junes

. 17§+
La Jufte - - - 80 Guns.
Sans Pareille -~ ~ 80
L'America - -~ . 74 -
L’Achille - - - 74
Northumberland -~ . 724
L'Impetueux - - - 74

Vengear = - - 74, funk most
immediasely .upon being taken Pofleflion of.
N. B. The Ship flated to have been capturad on
the Evening of the 28th of lat Month, is faid by the
Prifoners to be the Revolutionaire of 120 Guns.
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