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Funo, Hieries Bay, Fanvary 13, 1794

ON the 3d Inftant [ left the Ifland of Malta, having

on Board 150 Supernumeraries, 46 of whom are
the Officers and private Marines of His Majefty’s
Ship Romney, the Remainder IMaltefe, intended for
the Fleet. On the Night of the 7th, pafied the 5. W.
Point of Sardinia, and fteered a Courfe for Tonlon.
On the gth, about Eleven A. M. made Cape Sicie;
but found a Current had fet us fome Leagucs t6 the
Weftward of our ExpeQation: Hauled our Wind ;
but it blowing hard from the Eaftward, with a firong
Lee Current, we could but juft ferch to the Weidtward
of the above Cape. The Wind and Current con-
tinuing, we could not, ’till the Evening of the r1th,
get as far to Windward as Cape Seper: Having thar
Evening, a little before Ten o’'Clock, found the Ship
would be able to feich into Toulon if I wiihed it,
1 did not like to wait ’till Morning, as we had been
thrown to Leeward, and having {fo many Men on Board,
I thou%ht it my indifpenfable Duty to get in as faft
aspoflibie. At Tenl ordered the Hands to be turned
up to bring the Ship to Anchor, being then abreaft
of Cape Sepet, entering the Quter Harbour: Not
having a Pilot on Board, or any Perfon acquainted
with the Port, I placed Two Milfhipmen to look
ont with Night Giafles for the Fleet; but not difco-
vering any Ships until we got near the Entrance of
the Inner Harbour, I fuppofed they had moored up
there in the Eaftern Gale; at the fame Time feeing
One Veflel, with feveral other Lights, which I ima-
gined to be the Flests, I entered the Inner Harbor
under the Topfails only; but finding I couvld not
weather a Brig, which lay a little Way above the
Point called the Grand Tour, I ordered the Forefail
and Driver to be fet, to be ready to tack when
we were the other Side the Brig.  Soon after the Brig
hailed us, but I could not make out in what Lan-
guage: I foppofed they wanted to know what Ship
it was. I told them it was an Englith Frigate called
the Juno, They anfwered, Viva; and after afking,
in Englith and French, for fome Time, what Brig
fhe was, and where the ~Britith Admiral lay, they
appeared not to underffand me, but called out, aswe
pafled under their Stern, Luff, which made me fuppofe
there was fhoal Water near. The Helm was inftantly
put a lee, but we found the Ship was on Shore, before
fhe got Head to Wind. There being very little Wind,
and perfeftly fmooth, I ordered the Sails to be clewed
up and handed : At this Time a Boat went from the
Brig towards the Town. Before the People were all
off the Yards, we found the Ship went aftern very
fat, by a Flaw of Wind that came down the Harbor :
We hoifted the Driver and Mizen Stay Sail, keeping
the Sheets to Windward to give her Stern Way as
long as poflible, that the might get further from the
Shoal. The [nftant (he loft her Way, we let go the
‘beft Bower Anchor, when fhe tended Head to Wind,
the after Part of the Keel was aground, and we
could not move the Rudder. I ordered the Launch
and Cutter to be hoifted out, and to put the Ketch
Anchor, with Two Hawfers, in them, to warp the Ship
further off. By the Time the Boats were out, a Boat
came along Side, after having been hailed, and we
thought anfwered as if an Officer had been in her ;
the People were all anxious to get out of her, Two
of which appeared to be the Officers: One of them
faid,” he came to inform me, it wis the Regulation of
the Port, and the Commanding Officer’s Orders,
that I muft go into another Braach of the Harbor,
to perform TenDays Quarantine. [ kept afking him
where Lord Hood’s Ship lay ; but his not giving me
any fatisfatory Anfwer, and One of the Midfhipmen
having at the {ame [nftant faid, < They wear National
< Cockades,” I looked at one of their Hats 1%ore |

ftedfaflly, and, by thé Moonlight, cleardy diiiia
guithed the Three Colours. Perc civirg .be, wer
fufpe@ed, and on my queltioning them again dbou
Lord Hood, One of them replied, ¢ Soyez trans
« quille, les Anglois font de bruves Gens, nous
« les tritons bien; I’Admiral Anglois eft £ ti

« il y a quelque Tems.” It may be more eafily -

conceived than any Words can exprefs what I
felt at the Moment. The Circumitance of ouf
Sitmation, of conrfe, was known throughont the
Ship in an Inftant, and faying we were all Prifoners,
he Oihicers foon got near me, to know our Sitwation.
At the fame Time a Flaw of Wind coming down the
Harbor, Lieutenant Webly, the Third Lieutenant of
the Ship, faid to me, ¢ Il believe, Sir, we fhall bé
¢ able o feich out, if we can get her under Sail.”*

I immediately perceived we fhould have a Chance of .

faving the Ship; at lealt, if we did not, we ought
not to lofe His Majelty’s Ship without fome Con-
tention. I ordered cvery Porfon to their refpe@ive
Stations, and the Frenchmen to be fent below : They
perceiving fome Buftle, Two or Three of them began
1o draw their Sabres; on which I ordered fome of
the Marines to take the Half Pikes; ‘and force them
below, which was foon done : 1 then ordered all the
Maltefe between Decks, that wé might not bave
Confufion with too many Men. I belizve in an’n=<
ftant fuch a Change in People was never feen; every
Officer and Man was at his Daty, and I do bslieve,
within ‘Three Minutes, every Sail in the Ship was
fet, and the Yards braced ready for cafting. The
fteady and altive Affiftance of Lieutenant Turner and
all the Officers prevented any Confufion from arifing
in our critical Sitnation. As fyon as the Cable was
tort, I ordered it to be cur; and had the good For-
tune to fee the Ship flare from the Shore; the Hend
Sails were filled : A favourable Flaw of Wind coming:
at the fame Time, got good Way on her, and we
bad then every Profped of getting cut, if the Forts
did not difable us. To prevent onr beipg retarded
by the Boats, I ordered them to be éut adrifi, as
alfo the French Boar.  The Moment the Biig faw us
begin to loofe Sails, we could plainly perccive fhe
was getting her Guns ready, and we alfo faw Lights
on all the Batteries. When we had Thot far enough
for the Brig’s Guns to bear on us, which was not
more than Three Ships Lengths, the began to fire,
alfo a Fort a little on the Starboard Bow, and foon
after all of them, on both Sides, as they could bring
their Guns to bear. - As {oon as the Sails were well
trimmed, I beat to Quarters to get our Guns ready,
but not with an Intention of firing till we were fure
of gerting onr. When we got abreaft of the Center
Part of the Land of Cipe Sepet, I was afraid we
fhould have been obliged to make a Tack, but as
we drew near the Shore, and were ready, fhe came

up Two Points, and juft weathered the Cape. As ~

we pafled very clofe along thac Shore, the Batteries
kept up as brifk a Fire as the Wetnefs of the Weather
would admit. When I conld afford to keep the Ship
a little from the Wind, [ ordered fome Guns to be
fired at a Battery that had juft opened abreaft of us,
which quieted them a lile.  'We then flopped firing'
till we could keep her away, with the Wind abatt
the Beam,. when, for a few Minutes, we kept up
very brilk Fire on the laft Batrery we had to pafs,
and which I believe muft otherwife have done us
great Damage. - At Half paft Twelve, being out of
Reach of their Shot, the Firing ceafed: Fortunately
we had no Perfon hurt.  Some Shot paffed through
the Sails, Part of the Standing and Running Rigging
thot away, and Two French 36 Pound Shot, that
ftruck the Hull, was all the Damage we received.

SAM. HOOD,




