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Juno, Hieries Bay, January 13, 1794. 

/ ^ \ N the 3d Instant I left the Ifland of Malta, having 
^"^ on Board 150 Supernumeraries, 46 of whom are 
the Officers and private Marines of His Majesty's 
Ship Romney, the Remainder Maltese^ intended for 
the Fleet. On the Night of the 7th, passed the S. W . 
Point of Sardinia, and steered a Course for Toulon. 
On the 9th, about Eleven A. M. made Cape Side; 
but found a Current had set us some Leagues to the 
Westward of our Expectation: Hauled our Wind ; 
but it blowing hard from the Eastward, with a strong 
Lee Current, we could but just fetch to the Westward 
of the above Cape. The Wind and Current con­
tinuing, we could not, 'till the Evening of the n t h , 
get as far to Windward as Cape Sepet: Having that 
Evening, a little before Ten o'Clock, found the Ship 
W£>uld be able to fetch into Toulon if I wiihed it , 
I did not like to wait 'till Morning, as we had been 
thrown to Leeward, and having so many Men on Board, 
I thought it my indispensable Duty to get in as fast 
as possible. At Ten I ordered the Hands to be turned 
up to bring the Ship to Anchor, being then abreast 
of Cape Sepet, entering the Outer Harbour; Not 
having a Pilot on Board, or any Person acquainted 
with the Port, I placed T w o Midshipmen to look 
out with Night Giasses for the Fleet; but not disco­
vering any Ships until we got near the Entrance of 
the Inner Harbour, I supposed they had moored up 
there in the Eastern Ga le ; at the same Time,seeing 
One Vessel, with several other Lights, which I ima­
gined to be the Fleets, I entered the Inner Harbor 
under the Topsails only ; but finding I could not 
weather a Brig, which lay a little Way above the 
Point called the Grand Tour , I ordered the Foresail 
and Driver to be set, to be ready to tack when 
we were the other Side the Brig. Soon after the Brig 
hailed us, but I could not make out in what Lan­
guage : I supposed they wanted to know what Ship 
it was. I told them it was an English Frigate called 
the Juno. They answered, Viva ; and after asking, 
in Englifli and French, for some Time, what Brig 
she was, and where the -British Admiral lay, they 
appeared not to understand me, but called out, as we 
passed under their Stern, Luff, which made me suppose 
there was shoal Water near. T h e Helm was instantly 
put a lee, but we found the Ship was on Shore, before 
she got Head to Wind. There being very little Wind, 
and perfectly smooth, I ordered the Sails to be clewed 
up and handed : At this Time a Boat went from the 
Brig towards the Town. Before the People were all 
off the Yards, we sound the Ship went astern very 
fast, by a Flaw of Wind that came down t h e H i r b o r : 
W e hoisted the Driver and Mizen Stay Sail, keeping 
the Sheets to Windward to give her Stern Way as 
long as possible, that she might get further from the 
Shoal. The snstant she lost her Way, we let go the 
tes t Bower Anchor, when she tended Head to Wind, 
the after Part of the Keel was aground, and we 
could not move the Rudder. I ordered the Launch 
and Cutter to be hoisted out, and to put the Ketch 
Anchor, with T w o Hawsers, in them, to warp the Ship 
further off. By the Time the Boats were out, a Boat 
came along Side, after having been hailed, and we 
thought answered as if an Officer had been in her ; 
the People were all anxious to get out of her, T w o 
of which appeared to be the Officers : One of them 
said,' he came to inform me, it was the Regulation of 
the Port, and the Commanding Officer's Orders, 
that I must go into another Branch of the Harbor, 
t o perform Ten Days Quarantine. I kept asking him 
where Lord Hood's Ship lay ; but his not giving me 
any satisfactory Answer, and One of the Midshipmen 
having at the same Instant said, " They wear National 
u Cockades," I looked at one of their Hats ifTore 

stedfastly, and, by the Moonlight > clearly diiliri 
guished the Three Colours. Perc civirg .be; wer 
suspected, and on my queltioning them again abou 
Lord Hood, One of them replied, " Soyez tran= 
" quille, les Anglois font de braves Gens, nous 
" les traitons b ien ; l'Admiral Anglois est si rti 
" il y a quelque Terns." It may be more easily' • 
conceived than any Words can exprese what I 
felt at the Moment. T h e Circumstance of our 
Situation, of course, was known throughout the 
Ship in an Instant, and saying we were all Prisoners, 
he Officers soon got near me, cokno.vour Situation. 
At the fame Time a Flaw of Wind Coming down the 
Harbor, Lieutenant Webly, the Third Lieutenant of 
the Ship, said to me, " I bdieve, Sir, we shall be 
" able to fetch out, if we can get her under Sail ." 
I immediately perceived we should have a Chance of • 
saving the Ship ; .at least, if we did not, we ought 
not to lose His Majesty's Ship without some Con­
tention. I ordered tvery P:rson to their respective 
Stations, and the Frenchmen to be sent below : They 
perceiving some Bustle, T w o or Three of them began 
to draw their Sabres; on which I ordered some of 
the Marines to take the Half Pikes, and sorce them 
below, which was soon done : 1 then ordered all the 
Maltese between Decks, that we might not have 
Confusion with too many Men. I believe in a n ' I n ­
stant such a Change in People was never seen; every 
Officer and Man was at his Duty, and I do believe* 
within Three Minutes, every Sail in the Ship was 
set, and the Yards braced ready for casting. The 
steady ahd active Assistance of Lieutenant Turner and 
all the Officers prevented any Confusion from arising 
in our critical Situation. As soon as the Cable was 
tort, I ordered it to be cuti ahd had the good For­
tune to fee the Ship start from the Shore ; the Head 
Sails were filled : A favourable Flaw of Wind coming 
at the fame Time, got good Way on her, and we 
bad then every Prospect of getting out, if the Forts 
did not disable us. T o prevent oar be'mg retarded 
by the Boats, I ordered them to be cat adrift, as 
also the French Boat. The Moment tire Bxig saw us 
begin to loose Sails, we could plainly perceive she 
was getting her Guns ready, and we also saw Lights 
on all the Batteries. When we had shot far enough 
for the Brig's Guns to bear on us, which was not 
more than Three Ships Lengths, she began to fire, 
also a Fort a little on the .Starboard Bow, and soon 
after all of them, on both Sides, as they could bring 
their Guns to bear. ' As soon as the Sails wera well 
trimmed, I beat to Quarters to get our Guns ready, 
but not with an Intention of siring till we were sure 
of getting out. When we got abreast of the Center 
Part of the Land of Cape- Sepet, I was afraid we 
should have been obliged to make a Tack, but as 
we drew near the Shore, and were ready, she came 
up Two Points, and just weathered the Cape. As 
we passed very close along that Shore, the Batteries 
kept up as brisk a Fire as the Wetness of die Weather 
would admit. When I could afford to keep the Ship 
a little from the Wind, I ordered some Guns to be 
fired at a Battery that had just opened abreast of us, 
which quieted them a little. W e then stopped firing 
till we could keep her away, with the Wind abaft 
the Beam,- when, for a few Minutes, we k e pt tip a 
very brisk Fire on the last Battery we had to pass, 
and which I believe must otherwise have done us 
great Damage. At Half past Twelve, being out off 
Reach of their Shot, the Firing ceased : Fortunately 
we had no Person hurt. Some Shot passed through 
the Sails, Part of the Standing and Running Rigging 
shot away, and T w o French 36 Pound Shot, that 
struck the Hull, was all the Damage vve received. 
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