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T '-‘r,;:w Mopt Noble Marguis Cornwallis, K. G.
Licuienant-General of His Meajefly’s Forces, Com~
mander in Chicf in India, Se.

My Lorp,

AS foon as Colonel Floyd, unler whofe Command
the Forces moft contiguous were aflembled at
Wallyabad, was in Force {uficient, I ordered him
to march forward and encamp wiliin a few Miles of
Pondicherry ; and as I knew all the Seoound well, from
having fer.ed as Second in Comnnand at the lafi
Siege,'and from heving -commanded wyflf in Pon-
dicherry {ome Months, I dire€ted him, as his Force
increaled, to occapy the Pagoda of Yilieors, lying
South-Weft of the Iort, and tne Village of Arian
Coupang to the Seathward, which would prevent the
Garrifon frem drawing Supolies irom thofe Pares of
the Country irom »hich they had been in the Hobie of
drawing them chieily, and to difirefs them av rauch
as he couald in that Way, but to give Cowl, or Pro
teltion, to the Viflagesin the French Diitricts that ap-
plied for it, and fhewed any Dilpohiion to adilt the
Army; I alfo informei Colonel Floyd of &
Ground [ intended two wake up with the Army, wiich,
having become an entire Foreft, I direfted him w0
clear, and forwarded a Supply of Tools to him for
that Purpofe.

Ia the mean Time the Admiral in the Minerva
Frigate, reiufcrced by Taree Indianen, blotkadad
the Poit molt effeually, and took a Vetlel from the

Ifiands, on Board of which w:re forme Shot and
Shelis, and gave Chafe to the Sybille Frizate, wiich,
however, elcaped, and never appeared more; tae
Intention of tiis Frigate, as welearned from Tran-
-quebar, was to land fome further Supplies, and an
Officer of Artillery with about 150 wizn, and tie
preven:ing this was a Service of much Importance.
By ivicans of the Poft at Arian Cuupang, which is
near the Mouth of the River, and iome Boats fer-
nifhed by Mr. Kentwortny, the ReZident at Culdda-
lore, the Means of a diredt and fpecdy Communica-
-tion with the Admiral was eflabliilied.
While thefe Things were doing our Preparatiors
in the Ordnance Department went biilkly on, aad
Government took moft adtive Meafures to {fecure {uf-
ficizat Suppiies, by making large Purchales of Rice
on the Company’s Account, and by calling on his
_Highnefs the Nabob and the Rajah of Tanjore, both
.of whom, it is but Juflice to fay, fhewed much Zeal
to forward the Service, by ftrilting of all cuftomary
Duties, and holdirg out every Encouragement to their
refpetive Countries to furnnh Suppliesto tie Army;
:and as no Tax or Impolition of any Kind was allowed
.of in Camp, the Army was abundanty fuppli=d.
Havicg feen every Thing fo completely bronght
-forward, 1 joined, and took the immeuiate Commaad
.of the Army on the z8th of July. Tne'Grand Park
of Artillery from the Mount was bur little behind
ane, great Part of the Stores had arrived in Camp,
~ und farge Depots of them well advarced on tiie Road,
and arstving daily.
I immediately rode .over the Ground on which
J intended to encamp, and had every Reafon to be
Jatisfied with the Progrefs that had bzen made in clear-
Jng it, as it was nearly futiciently cleared to admit
of our Encampment. Cn the jota the Grand Park
.of Ariillery, under the Condaét of Licatenant-Colo-
rel Gicls, halted 2 few Miles in my Rear; and, on
" the 311, T moved forward with the Wiiole, and took
vp my Ground en the Red Hills.
I toen preparved a Letter of Summons to the Go-
vernor, Colonzl Profper de Chermont, which I com-
nunicated to the Admiral, propofing that he fhouid
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alfo furmon the Place. The Admiral did me the
Horor to approve ir., bun.nois, and rewurned 1t to
e, accompasicd by Ore from himiwf, both of
which I fentin wizh a Flag.

I immedia.cly reconnoitred the South Face of the
Fort, wiich ! louna gready improved and much ex-
tended fince L faw i. bofore, and that by this Ex-
tenfion of i very Liidl: Ground was Jeft on that Side
to attack it, on Account of the Contiguity of a
Branch of the fiver a1l Jome Salt Works, and that
that Gronnd was very ow, and liable to be Aocdad
1f any heavy Rain 5ot in; and in oais Opinion the
Chief Luginer, Lizutecant-Celonel Biuale, con-
curred: ! howevsr aetermined upon a Pod at a
Houfe and Griazn on the Bank of the River, about
v,200 Ya.us irem the Foit, waich I refolved imme-.
diately 10 acoupy, and in fome Meafure fortify, and
bronght forwarid o it Major Petrie’s Corps, confift-
lag of the Llank Companies of His Majefty’s 711t
and 74+ Regimeats. whic: had been rtationed .at
Arian Coupang, where I fiatiocd a fmall Party,
now fuily juidcient for all our Purpofes. I caunfed
Gabions and Fafeizes te b brougnst down to the new
Poft, fo that they cou’ ! by feen f:0ia the Fort, to de-
ceive tnem inro an Idea ruat | raeani to attack thag
Side s and it hau the H.0¢n fer they brought more
Guns to tat Faer, avnd kepr vp a continued Fire,
not dut they i1l fecd in cvery Diredtion where they
faw any Budy, wrpeading {tv.ral Shoz even at ladi-
viduils, I efladired Pregess, detachied Guards
aad Parroles of toofe, wiien kept vy an uuiater-
runted Colamuicaiion betivesn thole Potis aod the
Main Picgquer in Front of vhe Anmy, whic.. was weil
advanc:d towads the Villinore Gate of the Fort,
uader tae Cover of a Villare and a large Garden
floule. On the next Day 1 reconnoit-ed toe North
Fuce of the Fort, waic: was not fo rong as when
1 had {een it before, the Works here buing wiuch
lower, though otherwife of ic fzime Conftiurtion as
thofe we had defiroyed after the laft Sicge, and
[ found theGround coatiguous 1aoft &voradie for an

cack, a very liat Soil, and £ Gizh us convisced
me it muft be perfeitly dry, cven in a Menfoou; and
I caufed Two of the Eaginee ' Corps to embarlz on
a Country Boat, and reconnvitre the &oa Face, and
particularly the Stockade and Definces behind the
N. H. Argle Batkon: And every Thing concurring
to dotermine me, I approved, with very litde Al-
tzratier, a Plan of Avrack of the MNerth Face, cal-
culated to work round the N. L. Anzle iato tae
Fort, fnggefted by s Clicf Engineer.

I eftablithed e Exngineer’s Park in the Rear of
the Village of Mootalpetiah, oo the Bank of 2 C
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Creck
on the Sea Side, vnder Cover of Major Vigor's
Corps, confifting of the [lank Companies of the Hon.
Company’s 1itand 2d European Battalions, cauled the
Viliage to be traver{ed and every Thing well fecured,
and from this I extended Picquets, Guards and Pa-
troles as on thz Right, to keep up a Commurication
with the Main Picquet ; and thus the Place was com-
pletely invefted from Sea to Sea.  The Engincer’s Poft
was {o fituated as to land every Thing moft converi-
cutly from the Sea, and was diftinguiihed by 2 St.
George’s Eiag, of which Notice was given to iviadras
and Cuddalore, and large Quantities of the Rice pur-
chafed by Government, and great Supplies of Fufcines
and Gabions, preparced at Cuddalore by the Activicy of
Mr. Kentworthy, tie Refident, were foon fent to i,
with a Supply of Bozis to facilitate their Landing;
and to this End the Governor ¢f Madras alfo very
politcly fent me a further Supply of Boats.

The Pioncers were put under the Caief Engineer,
and all the Artificers and Detackments of working
Rer,




