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HIS Day His Majefty came to the Houfe | an important and decifive Blow has been given to

of Peers, and being in His Royal Robes,
feated on the Throne with the ufual Solemnity,
Sir Francis Molyneux, Gentleman Uther of the
_Black Rod, was fent with a Meflage from His
Majefty to the Houfe of Commons, commanding their
Attendance in the Houfe of Peers. The Commons
being come thither accordingly, His Majelty was
pleafed to maxce the following moft gracious Speech

LMy Lords, and Gentlemen, : :
' T HE  Circumftances under which you are .now
affembled require your moft ferious Attention.

‘ We are engaged ina Conteft, on the Ifiue of which
depend the Maintenancé of Our Conftitution, Laws,
and Religion, and the Security of all Civil Society.

. You muft have obferved, with Satisfaétion, the Ad-
_vaniggas w'ich have.been cbtained by the Arms of
the Aliizd Powers, and the Change which has taken
Place-in tae general Sitvation of Europe, fince the
Commencement of the War. ‘The United Provinces

 have been protefed from Invafion. The Auftrian

_Netheriands have been recovered and maintained ; and
<Places of copfiderable Importance have been acquired
-on the Frontiers of France.” The Recapture of Mentz,
2nd. the fubfequent Succefies of the Allied Armies on

the Rhine, have, notwithftanding the Advantages re- |

cen‘ﬂy obtained by the Enemy in that Quarter, proved
highly beneficial to the Common Caufe.  Powerful Ef-
forts have been made by My Allies in the South of

Europe. -The temporary Poffeffion of the Town and-
“Port of Toulon has greatly difireffed the Operations
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of My Enemies ; and.in the Evacuation of that Place

their Naval Power, by the didinguithed Conduf,
Abilities, and Spirit of My Commanders, O.ficers
and Forces, both by Sea and Land.

The French have been driven from their Poffel-
fions and Fifthery at Newfoundland ; and important
and valuable Acquifitions have been made both ia
the Eaft and Weft Indies. . .

At Sea our Superiority has been undifputed, and
our Commerce fo effectually protefted, that the Lofles
fuftained have been inconfiderable in Proportion to
ir’s Extent, and to the Captures made on the con-
tracted Trade of the Znemy.,

The Circumftances by which the further Progrefs
of the Allies has hitherto been impeded, not only

prove the Neceflity of Yigou_; and Perfeverance on

Our Part, but at the fame Time coniivm the Expec-
tation of ultimate Succels. OCur Enemies have de-
rived the Means of temporiz.ry Exertion, from a
Syftem which has enabled themi to difpofe arbitrarily
of the Lives and " Property of a’ numerous People,
and +whica openly viclates every Reftraint of Juftice,
Hemenity and Religion. But tiefe Efforts, ‘pro-
duttive as they neceflarily have been of internal
Difcontent and" Confafion, have alfo ‘tended rapidly
t0 exhauft the national and real Stréngth of tha¢
Coantry. - . . '

Although I cannot but tegret the neceffary Com
tinuance of the War, I'fhould ill confult the eflentiil
Interefts of My People if I were defirous of Peace,
on any Grounds but fuach as.may provide for their
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