[ 43

gular thones quick Fire of Mufquetry on us from
thc Boulu-gorie, and of Cannon from the Heights
which cv.ilook it. We kept them at bay by Dif-
cha:zos of Grape Shot from Time to Time, which
p: .vented their coming fo near as to difcover the In-
{7 :iency of our Force to repel a clofer Attack.
Gaa-Boat was ftatiosed to rank the Wall un e

Qutfide, and Two Ficld Pieces were placed within !
sgaloit the Wicket ufually fiequented by the Work- |

men, of whom we were particularly appreneniive.
Abcut Bight o'Clock I had the Sausfaétion of tce-
ing Lieute: ant Gore towing in the Yukan Fircinip.

Capcain Hare, he Commander, placed her, agreea.:

bly tc my Dire&ioiss, in a2 moft maiterly Manuer,
acrofs the Tier of Men of War, and the addidonal
Force of her Guns and Men diminithed my Appre-
kenfions of the Galley Slaves rifing on us, as their
Manner and occafiosal tumultuous Debates ceafed
eatirely on her Appearance. The only Noife heard
among them was tic Hammer knocking off their
Fetters, which Humanity forbade my oppofing, as
they might thereby be more at Libety to fave taem-
felves on the Conflagration taking Place around
them. ln this Situation we continued to wait moft
anxicufly for the Hour concerted with the Governor
for ‘the Inflammation of the¢ Trains.” The Moment
tae Signal was. made, we had the Satisfattion to fee
the Flames rife in every Quarigr. Licatenant Tup-
per was charged with the Burning of the General
Magazine, the Pitca,; Tar, Tallow and Oil Store-
Hout:s, ana fucceeded mait perfe@ly ;- the Hemp
Magazine was included in this Blaze: Its being
nearly calm was unfortunate to.the Spreading of the
Flames, but 250 Barrels of Tar divided among the
Deals and other Timber, infured t: rapid Ignition
of that whole Quarter which Lievtenant Tapper
had undertaken. SRR :

The Maft-Houfe was equally, well fet on Fire by
Lieutenant Middleton, of the Britannia. Lieuienant
Pater, of the Britannia, -continued in a mott daring
Manner to birave the Flames, in order to complete
the Work whare the Fire {feemed to have caught im-
perfeily. ‘I was obliged to call him off, left his
Retreat thould become impradticable : His Situation
was the more perilous, as the Enemy’s Fire redoubled
as foon as the amazing Blaze of Light rendered us,
difin& Objeéts of their Aim: Lieutenant fron-
monger, of tae Royals, remained with the Guard at
the Gace till the lait, long after the §panith Guard
was withdrawn, and was brought fafely off by Cap-
tzin Edge of the Alert, to wnom I had confided tne
importact Service of clofing our Rertreas, and bring-
iag off our deiached Parties, which were faved 10 a
lan.

Expioficn of her Friming, when in the A& of putting
tae Match to it.  Lieuenant Gore- was alfo much
buarat, and I was confequeatly deprived of him alfo,
which I regretted the- more, from the Recollettion
of his Bravery and A&ivity in the warm Service of
Fort Muigrave. * Mr. Eales, Mid(hipman, who was
alfo witn him on this Occafion, deferves my Praife
for his Conduét throughout this Service. The Guns
of the Firethip going off on both Sides as they heated,
ie the Direction that was given them, towards thofe
Quarters from whence we were moft apprehenfive of
“the BEnemy forcing their Way in upon us, checked
their Career, Their Shouts and Republican Songs.
w)ich we ceuld hear difinély, canunued G they, &

A

I was forry to find mylelf deprived of the
furiher Services of Captain Hare : He had performed
that of piacing his Firefhip to Admiration, but was :
blown into tne Water, and mach fcorched, by the -

- wll- as ourfzlves, werz in 2 Manner thunderdruclt
; by the Explofion of fome Thonfand Barrels of Pow-
{ der on board the Iris Frigate, lying in the Inger
i Road, without us, and which had becn irjudicioufly
I fet on Fire by the Spanifh Boats, in goiag off, inftead
of being funk, as ordered. Tac Corcuflior of Air,
* and the Shower of faling Timber on Fire, was .uch
as ncarly to deftroy the Whole of us. Licateaant’
Pawey. of the Terrible, with his whole Boa’s Crew,
+ neaily perithed ; the Boat was blown to Pieces, but
. the Men were picked up alive. The Union Gun-
Boat, which was nearefl to the Iris, fuffzred coufider-
ably. IZr. Young being killed, with Three Men, and
the Veflel fhakento Pieces. Ihad given ivin Chargy
to the Spanifh Officers to fire the Ships in tne Bafon
before the Town, but tney returned, and reported
that various Obffacles had prevented their enterin
it. We atempted it together, as foon as we hag
compleated the Bufinels in the Arfenal, but were re-
pulied in our Attempt to cut the Boom, by repcated
Vollies of Mufquetry from the Flag Ship and the
Wall of’the Battery Royale. The Cannon of this
Battery had been fpiked by the judicious Precaution
taken by the Governor, previouily to the Evacuation
of the Town. '
The Failure of our Attempt of the Ships in the
Bafon before the Town, owing to the Iufufficicncy
“of our Force, made me regret that the Spanith Gun~ .
Boats had been withdrawn from me to perform other
Service. The Adjuiant Don Pedro Coticlla, Do
Francifto Riguelme, and Don Frantifco T'rufello re-
mained with me to the laft; and I fecl bound to bear
Teftimony of the Zeal and AQivity with which they
pertormed the mall effential Services during the
Whole of this Bufinefs, as far as the Infudicieacy of
their Force alloived it, being reduced, by the Retreat
of the Gun-Boats, to a fingle Fellucea, and a Mortar-
Boat which had expended its Ammuniticn, but con-
tained 30 Men with Cutlaffes, . ’
We -now proceeded to burn-the Flero and Thes
miftocles, Two Seventy-four Gun Ships, laying in
the Inner Road.” Our Approack to th2m had hitherto
been impralticable in Boats, as the French Prifoners
who had bzen left in the latter Ship were fiill in
Pofleflion of her, and had fhewn a Beiermination {o
refit our Attempt to come on Board. ‘'l'he Scene
of Conflagration around them, heightened by the
late tremendous Explofion, had however awzkened
their Fears for their Lives. Thinking this to be the
Cafe, I addreiled them, exprefling my Readinefs to
laud them in a Place of Safety, if they would fubmit ;
and they thankfully accepted the Offer, fhewing
themfelves to be completely intimidared, and very
grateful for our humane Intentions towards them, in
not attempuing ta burn them with the Ship. It was
neceflary to procead with Prccaution, as they were
more numerous than ourfelves. We at length com-
pleted their Difembarkation, and then fet her on
Fire. On this Occafion I had neaily left iny valuable
Friend and Ailiftant, Lieutenant Miller, of tie
Windfor-Cafile, who had ftaid fo-long on Board to
infure the Fire taking, that it gained on bim fuddenly,
and, it was not without being very much fcorched,
and the Rik of being {uffocated, that we could a' =
proach the Ship to. take him in. The Lof 10 tre
Service would have been very great, had we not {uc.
ceeded in our Endeavours to fave him. Mr. Knight,
Midfhipman of the Windfor Caltle, who was in the
Boat with me, thewed much Alivity and Addrefs on
this Occafion, as well as Firmoels throughout the

Day.
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