
C 934 v ] 
Whitehall, October ZZ. 

ALetter from Sir James Murray, Adjutant-Ge

neral to the Forces under the Command of 

His Royal Highness the Duke of York, was re

ceived this Evening by the Right Honorable "Henry 

Dundas, His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State 

for the Home Department, of wliich the following 

as a Copy. 

Etigel Fontaine, Octobers, 1793, 

• S I R , 

T Had the Honour <of informing you, in my last 

Dispatch, that His Royal Highness, at the earnest 

Request of the Prince of Cobourg, had marched, 

with a'Part-of the Troops under his Command, for 

this Place, They arrived here upon the 16th. The ' 

Prince, being acquainted with His Royal Highness's 

Intention, had been enabled to draw from thence 

Four Battalions, to strengthen his other Posts ; a 

Fifth Battalion followed those upon His Royal High

ness's Arrival. 

The Enemy, having collected ia" extraordinary 

Numbers, attacked the Corps under the Command of 

General Clairfayt, Which was posted with it's Right 

near Bivlemont, ami it's Left near the Village of Wat-

tigwies,upon the 15th and 16th. Upon tlie former Day 

the Left Wing of the Enemy was entirely defeated : 

Having advanced into the Plain which lay upon that 

Side between the T w o Armies, they were charged by 

the Imperial Cavalry, and driven back, with great 

Slaughter and the Loss of Twelve Pieces of Cannon. 

T h e Attack which they made upon the Left bf the 

Austrians Was more obstinately supported ; they 

were, however, finally repulsed. 

Upon the 16th the Enemy having drawn the 

greatest Part of their Force t o the Right, again at

tacked the Left of General Clairfayt's Corps, and the 

Village of Wattigwies. 

They could upon this Side approach within Can

non Shot o f the Austrians, under Cover ef an im-

snense Wood called the Haye d'Avefiies ; which, 

when they, were repulsed, secured their Retreat" 

ThGy brought a great Quantity of heavy Artillery to 

the Edge of this Wood, under the "Protection, of 

which they attacked the Village. The utmost Firm 

ness and Bravery were displayed by the Austrian 

Troops upon this Occasion. T h e Enemy were 

several TsmeS repulf-d with great Loss; they were 

repeatedly driven from the Village after they had 

carried i t ; but being enabled, by great Superiority 

of Numbers, to bring continually fresh Troops to 

the Point of Attack, they at last succeeded in main

taining the Possession of that Post. 

The Communication between General Clairfayt's 

Corps and that of General La Tour , which observed 

the intrenched Camp near Maubeuge, being by this 

Means cut off, it was judged necessary by the Prince 

of Cobourg to abandon the Position which had "been 

taken for the Purpose of investing Maubeuge ; 

the Army repassed the Sambre in the Night without 

the smallest Los;. Lieutenant-General Benzowfky, 

who commanded a detached Corps upon the Left of 

the Army, defeated a Corps which was opposed to 

him, killed a great Number of the Enemy, took 

Four Hundred Prisoners and Eleven Pieces of Cannon. 

Count Haddick, who was detached by General 

La Tour , likewise gained a considerable Advantage, 

penetrated to Sorbe Chateau, and took Three Pieces 

of Cannon. 

In the T w o Engagements, the Austrians took 

Twenty-four Pieces of Cannon ami Two Howitzers, 

without the Loss of One upon their Part. They have 

had about Two Thousand Men killed and wounded. 

There can he no Doubt that the jioss of the Enemy 

has been much.more considerable. The Austrians 

now occupy the Left Bank of the Sambre. No cer-^ 

tain Accounts have been yet received of the further 

Motions of the Enemy. 

I anv-sSre. 

• (Signed) J A M E S M U R R A Y . 
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