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E X T R A O R D I N A R' Y\ 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER i£b 17^3 

Wbitehnll^ Sesttefnber f r. 
R. Richard Lawrys Acting Lfeu-

tenant of His Majesty's Fireship 
the Gomes,- dispatched by Rear-Admiral 
Macbride fr6nt Gravelines Pitts* arrived 
this Afternoon at" the Office of the Right 
Honorable Henry DHildas', His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for the Home" 
Department, with a Dispatch from Colo
nel Sir James' Murray, Adjutant-General 
to the Forces under the Command of 
His RoyaV Highness the Duke of York, 
of which the following is a Copy. 

Furnes\ September cy, 1-793. 
S I R , . 

IT is with extreme Sorrow that I have 
to acquaint you vvith the uhfortunate 

Event of an Attack which trie French' 
Army made upon that of Field-Marshal 
Freytag upon the 8th Instant. The latter 
was posted, as I have had the Honor of 
informing you, at Hondfchoote, the Right 
upon the Canal, the Left extending to
wards Leyrel. 

The Enemy ha:d .ma'de an Asiatic trie-
preceding Evening* in which .they ha'd 
been repulsed;- but upon that Day at
tacking upon every Pointy notwithstand
ing-the greatest Exertions of Bravery itf 
the Troops-, and of Ability Jn General 
Waliiiodtin, who then commanded them^ 
they succeeded in forcing' the Center of 
his Line. He retired behind the; small 
Canal vvrrich ruris from Balsam: to Steeh-

"kiVfc-.. . '" 
The Loss has'been vefyTeVereV His" 

Royal Highness ha's riot as;yet received any** 
Return, nor have any further Particulars' 
been transmitted'. Many gallant Officers; 

have fallen.. The whole'Loss in the dis-* 
ferent Actions' is supposed to be hear 1506^ 
in. Killed^. Wounded and Miffing;'that' 
of the Enemy has been unquestionably 
greater. Three Pieces of Cannon, and 
between Two and Three Hundred Pri
soners have been taken. I understand 
that the Hanoverians have lost the fame 
Number of Cannon. 

Upon 

[ Price Three-pence Halfpenny, ] 



c 3 
Upon the 7 th His Royal Highness sent 

Two Battalions of Hessians tp Genera] 
Walmoden's Support- but finding that 
Aid to be ineffectual* he. was reduced 
to the Necessity of collecting his whole 
Force, by abandoning the Position he had 
taken near Punkirk. Thirty-two bf the 
heavy Guns, and Part of the^Stores'pro
vided for the Siege, were left behind, 
there being no- Means of carrying them 
off. The Army marched last Night, and 
encamped this Morning near Adinkerque. 

It appears that the Enemy had collected 
Force for this Enterprize from every 
Quarter of the Country, from the Ar
mies of the Rhine " and the Moselle, 
and particularly that which had occupied 
the Camp de Cæsar. They were com
manded by General Houchard, who is 
said by the Prisoners (though with what 
Degree of Truth cannot be ascertained) 
to have been mortally woiyided at Rex
poede. 

In the Retreat upon the Night of the 
6th, His Royal Highness Prince Adolphus 
and the Fidd-Marshal were, for a stiort 
Time, in the Possession of the Enemy. 
A Patrole of Cavalry, which ought to 
have been in their Front, having taken 
another Road, they went into the Vil-

; lage of Rexpoede, through which one 
©f the Columns was to pass, but which 
was then occupied by the Enemy. His 
Royal Flighness was stightly wounded 
with a Sword upon the Head and Arm \ 
but I have the Satisfaction to fay, that 
np bad Consequences are to be ap
prehended. The Field-Marshal was 
•wounded in the Head, arid, I am happy 

toVaddy- only in* the fame Degree.. He 
has, however, been unable, since that 
Time, to take the Command of the 
Army. Captain Oustar, one of Flis 
Royal Highness's Aides de Camp, was 
killed, and another, Captain Wangen-
heim, very severely wounded. 

"From this Situation His Royal High
ness and the Fieid-fylarmal were relieved 
by the Intrepidity and Presence of Mind 
of General Walmp'den, who, upon dis
covering the Enemy were in Possession 
of Rexpoede, had immediately collected 
a Body of Troops, attacked it without 
Hesitation, and defeated them with great 
Slaughter. 

1 must repeat that nothing could ex
ceed the Steadiness and good Behaviour 
of the Troops in these repeated Engage- -
ments. Lieutenant-General Sir William 
Erskine commanded the Rear Guard, and 
much is due to his-Conduct and Military 
Skill.- ' : \ 

The Enemy made a Sortie on tha 
Night, and another on the Evening .of 
the 8th ; in both of which they were re'i? 

pulled without much Loss on our Side. 
I have the Honor to be, with the greatest 

Respect, Y -f J 
S I R , 

Your most obedient 
humble Servant, 

J A. M U R R A Y , . 
Adj. General. 

P . S . The Cavalry, from the Nature 
of the Country, have been very little en
gaged. 

Right Hon. Henry Dundas, 
• 'Off. &c. &rV. 
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