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Companies of the 71ft and 76th Regiments to Lieu-
tenanc-Colonel Stuart’s Corps. ) -

L.then eftablithed Pofts, compofed of Detachments
of our own Infantry and the Horfe of our Allies, at
a confiderable Diftance on oar Right and Left, for

_the Purpoie of preventing the Enemy’s Parties from
going round to difturb the Communications behind
us during the Siege; and I afterwards moved on,
with the main Body of the Army, to the neareft
Ground to.the Northward of the Fort on which it
was poffible to encamp, and which was. not lefs than
Eight Miles diftant from it, in order to be ready te
act according to Circumftances, either in Support of

_ the attacking Corps, or of any of the other De-
tachments, in cafe the Enemy fhould venture to
form a Defign againft them.

I fhall neither trouble you with a Defcription of
this formidable Fortrefs, the lower Wall of which
embraces, at a confiderable Height on the Afcent,
‘an immenfe Mountain, or rather Rock, but which
atually confifis of Two diltant Forts, feparated
from each other by a deep Chalm acrofs the Fop of
the Mountain, and to the Weftern Fort ‘there is no
Agcefs, except by one narrow Path, that leads to it
frem the Northern Side; nor thall I enter into a
Detail of the Particulars of the Siege, which, though
attended with almoft incredible Labour, in cutting
Roads and Communications, and in dragging the
Guns up the Precipices, on which it was neceffary
to conftru&t the Batteries, was puthed on with the
utmoft Vigour and Expedition; but (hall content
myfelf with mentioning, that baving had Reafon,
on the zoth Inftant, to expedt, from the fhattered
Appearance of the Two Walls of the Eaftern Fort,
that the Breaches in them would foon be praftica-
ble, and it being utterly impoflible that Troops
could find their Way amongf the Rocks and Preci-
pices to afcend the Face of the Hill in the Night,
T directed that all the Batteries fhould continue to
fire inceffantly during the Remainder of that Day,
and from Day-break the following Morning, and
that Licutenant-Colonel Stuart thould immediately
make a Difpofition for affzulting the Place in the
Forenoon.

The Fire of the Artillery had every Effect that
¥ could have withed ; and Lieutenant-Colonel Stuart
having made a moft judicious Difpofition for the
Affaukt, the Troops mounted the Breach of the
lower Wall, from Lodgements that had been made
fiear to it, -upon a Signal which was given, at Ten
©"Clock ; and the good Order and determined Coun-
tenance of the European Grenadiers and Light In-

fantry, who led the Affaule, ftruck the Enemy with |

fuch Aftonithment, and fo thoroughly ftupified them
with Terror, that although.they. were pofted in-great
Miimbers in Situations, from which they might have
done much: Execudion : before they could have been.
diffodged,. it foon appeared -that they were totally

i;ncapablé of. ‘fq_aking“tlhe leaft Refiftance, and by that |.

Means-the. Troops, without.encountering-any other

the exceffive Steepnefs of the Afcent,:not only. gained
the Summit_ of the Eafern Jill, bur-thofe of the Right.
Divifion alfo gpu;fged the Fugitives to'the Gates of
the Weftern Hill, fo which the. Firé of our Artillery
kad not been direéted, and there mixed and entered

‘Morning

with them. The Pettah, and a Chain of fmall de-
tached Forts, at a thert Diftance from the Southern
$ide of the Hill, beieg commanded by the uppes
Works, were immediately abandoned upon the
Appearance of our Treops en the Surmnit of the
Mountain. : ’

"The Garrifon, at the Beginning of the Siege, con-
fited of about 2,000 Men, from which there had
been confiderable Defertions before the Day of the
Affaule. )

On that Occafion, although I had fent Two Bat-
talions early in the Morning from the Camp of the
main Army to endeavour to intercept the Runaways
on the oppofite Side of the Mountain, by far the
greateft Number efcaped over different Parts of the
extenfive Circuit of the Walls, leaving only between
Two and Three Hundred killed and wounded,
amongft the former of which was the Second Killedar,
and the Firft Killedar and a few of the principal
Officers Prifoners.

On our Side we were fortunate to a Degree, which,
perhaps, can hardly be paralieled in Hiftory; only
Seventeen Men, Officers included, were killed or
wounded in carrying on the Approaches and in the
Conftrution of our Batteries, one of which was
within 250 Yards of the Wall ; and I had the fingular
Gratification to acquire a Fortrefs of ineftimable
Value to the Public Interefts, and which has hitherto
been confidered over all India as impreanable, with--
out having to regret the Lofs of a fingle Soldier in
the Affault.

Being perfuaded that the Gurrifons of the neigh-
bouring Forts would be impreffed with great Terror
by the Fall of Sevendroog, I loft no Time to avail
myfelf of their Confternation. Captain Welfh, of

the Bengal Infantry, who was pofted with Three

Native Battalions and a large Body of the: Nizam’s
Horfe, at a confiderable Diffance on the Left of the
Pofition of the Aymy, was accordingly ordered to
march with Two Battalions, before Day-light, on the
of the 22d, to the Fort of Ramghire,
fitnated about, Thirty Miles from Bangalore, on the
great Road leading from that Place, by Anapatam,
to Seringapatam,; and Lieutenant-Colonel Stuart
was direfted, after leaving One Native Battalion in
Sevendroog, to march, with the Remainder of the
Corps under his Command, on the Morning of the 23d,
to inveft the ftrong Hill Fort of Qutradroog, which
lays about Twelve Miies to the North-Weft of Se-
vendroog,

Although Captain Wellh was furnifhed with no
Means whatever to reduce the Fort of Ramghire
by Force, he, by his Addrefs and judicious Manage-
ment, not enly fucceeded in alarming the Killedarof
that Place and his Garrifon, and inducing them to
capitulate on the Forenoon of the 23d, but alfo
obtained, in like Manner, Poffeflion of the adjoining
Fort of Sevengliire, on the Morning of the 24th.

At Outradroog we were equally fuccefsful, and with

. 4100 .Circumftances much more brilliant.
Difficuilty butthat of the Ruggednefs of the Paths and |-

The Afternoon of the 23d was employed by Lieun-
tenant-Colonel Stuart, and by the Engineers who had
accompanied his Detachment, in reconneitring the
Place; and he refolved to attack the Petta)\(on the
following Morning, B g
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