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At this, Momeat our own Cavalry made a gallant
Charge ; but, after difperfing and almoft’ deftroying
a fmall Body of Infantry that made a very determined
Refiftance, were foon obliged to fzall back, from a
more confiderable Bedy of Infantry, that had rallied
and ‘made a Stand on a Space of broken rocky
Grouad, extremely difadvantageous for Cavalry ;

. and at the Mement of their Retreat, and whilil the
whole of our firft Line was impeded by it, the Ni-
zam’s Horfe, which had followed Colonel Floyd
acrofs the Rawine, with very good Intentions, but
very injudicioufly, threw themfelves, in an uniweildy
Mafs, into the Front of our Left Wing, ona Piece
of Ground fo rugged dnd rocky, as well as fo near
to the Enemy’s Batteries on the Ifland of Seringapa-
tam, that they could not at with Efficacy in Front,
and continued to prevent our Line of Infantry from
advancing, by which Means an invaluable, though
fhort Space of Time was 1of, which enabled the
Enemy to avail themfelves of the Vicinity of the
Batteries upon the Ifland, and, by rétreating to their
Proteftion in the utmoft Confufion, to fave their
Army from entire Deftruttion,

Fatigued and exhauited as the Troops were by the
“Badnefs ‘of the Night, the Tedioufnefs of the March,
and by their long and extraordinary Exertions during
an exceffive hot Day, dnd covered, as the beaten
Enemy were, by the Works on the Ifland and by the
Guns of the Fort, nothing more could then be at-
tempted ; and the Amiy dccordingly, after the Arris
val of the Tents from Arrzkerry, encamped juft be-
yond the Reach of the Cannon on the Ifland, and
nearly on the Ground upbn which the Adtion had
terminated. - :

. Three of the Enemy’s Guns wefé taken on the
.Hill that was attacked By the Corps under the
Command of Lieutenant-Colonel Maxwell ; and One
Gun, with a great Number of Standards and Colours,
were taken from their Main Body. Their Lofs in
Men wasvery confiderable, but theé Numbér ceuld
not be afcertdined: o )
- It may probably dppear to you, and t0 any otlier
Péidns nnacquainted with the peculiar Situation of
Seringapatam, that, afier having defeated the Eve-
my’s Army, I might have proceeded to the Attack
of the Place, without lofing Time, or putting myfelf
to any materidl Incenvenience; 1o form a Junétion

with General Abercromby ; but even if I had thought-

the heavy Guns that I had brought with me fufficient
f5r the Siege, I could not there, as at Bangaloxe,
chofe my Point of Attack, and keep my Army in a
compact State th refift the whole Force of the Enemy,
and defend my Approaches. In order to befiege the
Fort it would have bz:n neceffary to force my Paffage
over to the Iiland ; and this can only be done on the
North Side, oppofite to the Carigut Pageda, where
there is a good Ford, at the Diftance of more than
a Mile from the Fort; for the Ford on the South
Side is not only very rugged and difficult, but is

likewife commanded, within 700 Yards, by the Works

of Seringapatam, and the Bridge, which 15 ftill fand-
g on that Side; is immediately under the Guns of
‘the Place. .
The Ground on the South Side rifes gradually
‘from the River; and, as Tippoo would certainly
have crofled over with his Army to that Side, as foon
as he faw my Batteries in fufficient Forwardnefs to
enable me to force the Paffage of the Northern Ford,
I fhonld have bzen expofed, on getting upon the
Iland, to a crofs Fire from the Fort and from the
Euemy’s Army, which would not only have rendered
it impoffible for me t0 attempt the Siege, but would:
probably have obliged me to abandon the Iland with
confiderabie Lofs. ‘ ) .
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| It was thereforé necefry;, before ary Attemipt
could be made npon the Iiland, that a Force, ablé
to refift the Attack of Tippod’s whole Army, fhould
be ftationed on the South Side of the River, which
could only be effelted by my joining fome_of my
Battalions to the Corps under General Abercromby ;
“and I therefore determingd,. after allowing the Troops
“to recover.themfelves a little from their Fatigues, by
‘an Halt of Two Days on the Field of Battle, to pro-
.ceed to the Kanambaddy Ford, according to my
- former Intention. . .

The Soil of all the Parts of, the Myfore Country,
; that I have feen, is in general dry, and by Nature
s unfruitful, and Suftenance, either for Men or Ani-

mals, can only be raifed upon it by a moft perfevering
s Induftry in it’s Inhabitants ; but the Country adjoining
to Seringapatam is peculiarly rugged and barren.
The Mountains are immenfe bare Rocks, and the
lower Grounds dre {o thin in Soil, dnd fo univerfally
and clofely covered with large loofe Stones, that no
confiderable Produce can be, raifed from them by the
Exertions of any Degree of Induftry whatever.

The vtmoft Pains had likewife been, taken by the
Enemy, during the Two preceding Months, to de-
ftroy all the Villages, and every Particle of Forage
and Provifions belonging to the Inhabitants, within
a Circuit of feveral Miles; and to thofe Circum-
ftances, of fo much Difadvantage to the Operations
of the Army, was to be added the premature Setting-
in of the Monfoon, near 2 Month before the ufual
Period ; and, by the united Operation of the Caufes
that I have flated, we had not only, during the Six or
Eight preceding Days, fuffered very confiderable
Lofles amongft our Draft and Carriage Cattle, but
the greateft Part of thofe which furvived, were at
this T'ime reduced to a very weakly Condition.

We were obliged to make fo great a Detour,
that we could only reach the Kanambaddy Ford in
Two Marches ; and as the Face of the Country is
excesdingly uneven and hilly, interfe¢ted with a Num-
ber of deep Ravines, and the Road for the heavy
Guas was to be made the whole Way by our own
Pioneers, thefe Marches were found fo difficult,
that, notwithftanding the Preflure for Time, I was
forced to hait One Day, after the firft March, by
the Draft Cattle having been completely exhaulted in
accomplifhing it. . )

Confiderable Detachments of Froops were ordered
to attend and aflit the heavy Guns on the fecond °
Day’s March ; but the Builocks were fo extremely
reduced, that, even with the-Aid of the Soldiers at
the Drag-Ropes, their Progrefs was {o tedious, that
the Body of the Army was upwards of Twelve
Hours in marching as many Miles, and the Rear
Guard did not reach the Encampment near the Ford
till Nine 0’Clock in the Evening of the zoth of
May. . .. .

It was not, however, till after I had received the
Reports from the different Departments, on the fol-
lowing Morning, of the general wretched Condition
of the public Cattle of the Army, that I faw the
Impoffibility of mioving the heavy Guns and Stores
from the Spot wheTe they then were, and that it be-
caine neceffary for me to decide on relinquithing en-<
threly the Profecution of the Plan for the Cam-
paign, in which General Abercromby had been in-
flrated to co-operate; I then loft no Time in com-
municating my Determination to General Aber~
cromby, who had advanced as far as Periapatam 3
and I diré@ed him, afier defcending the Ghaut with
the Troops under his Command, to put them into
.Cantonments on the Coaft of Malabar, during the
Rains, and until the proper Seafon fhould retura for
‘re-commencing our Operations, N




