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fore T fhould find it neceffary to approach near to
the ultimate Obje&t of the Movement.

It foon appeared that only a {mall Number of the
-Enemy’s irregular Horfe had been appointed to at-
-tendto thatRead; butby aa extraordipary Aétivity on

their Part, and a moit unaccountable Supinenefs and
Want of Exertion on the Part of the Nizam’s Ca-
valry, which neither my Requifitions nor Orders
could overcome, we {uffered fome Lofs, both in Bag-
gage and Followers, ‘'on the March ; and not only the
Villages were laid in Afhes, but all the Inhabitants of
the Country, on-the whole of the Road to Seringa-
atam, were”alfo, with the moft unrelenting Bar-
arity, carried off, and more completely removed
‘beyond our Reach than conld have been fuppofed to
“be prafticable. Thofe fevere Meafures of the Ene-
my, and the Inativity of the Nizam’s Cavalry, who
could not be prevailed upon to forage at a Diflance,
frequently occafioned a Scarcity in the Camp, both
..of Forage for the Cattle and Provifions for the Fol-
_lowers ; and in a Country, of which e minute or
_corre& Defcription has hitherto been publithed, or,
. *till now, obtained by any European, [ experienced
the greateft Inconveniencies, in many Shapes, by the
Removal of the Inhabitants,

The Caveri is never, I believe, lower than it was
during the greateft Pdrt of laft May ; and as none
of the People, who pretended to be acquainted with
it’s Courfe, and who were repeatedly examined upon
that Point, had ever flarted a Doubt of it’s being
paflable for an Army, with heavy Artillery, below
Seringapatam, I was not a little furprized and dif-
appointed at finding, from my own perfonal Infpec-
zion, or from the Reports of intelligent Officers,
who were fent with Detachments in Search of Fords
at different Places, that, from it’s Bed being rocky,
and difficult beyond what I have ever feen for fo

great a Tra& in any other River, it appeared nearly, .

 if not utterly, impracticable to pafs our heavieft
Guns over at any Ford that could be difcovered be-
lew Seringapatam.

. After {everal Difappointments at other Places, I
. was, for a fhort Time, encouraged to hope that a
Ford might, by confiderable Labour, be rendered
_ pratticable near the large Village of Arrakerry, which
iay upon our Road, and about Nine or Ten Miles
. diftant from the Capital ; and if it could have been
. accomplifhed, my Intention was to have poflefied my-
{elf of the new Fort of Myfore, which is only dif-
zant about T'welve or Fourteen Miles from that Part
of the River, and was defcribed to me to be in fo
unfinithed a State as to be incapable of making a
confiderable Refiftance againft our Army, though
_* {ufficiently advanced to be eafily rendered, with a
Garrifon of our’s, a fafe Depét, for a few Days,
Jor our Stores and heavy Artillery, and to make Two

or Three Marches with the Army, lightly equipped,

towards Periapatam, in order to put myfelf between

Tippoo and Gerieral Abercromby, and by that |

Means render our Junttion eafy and fecure.

The Army arrived at Arrakerry on the 13th, and
a particular Examination of that Ferd, as well as of
the River for a confiderable Diftance above and be-
low it, obliged me, early in the Forenoon of the
14th, to relinquith all Idea of being able to execute
that Plan; and, after minutely re-examining every
Perfon in the Army who was acquainted with the
River, my Expecations of being able to form an
early Junfoer with General Abcercromby refted
folely on Affurances, that the Ford near the Village
of Kannambady, ahout Eight or Nine Miles above
Seringapatam, over which it was pofitively afferted

. _that Hyder Ally had frequently -paifed Tygplve-

o
~ i

]

Pounders, and fometimes
found pratticable.

In the mean Time, however, I conceived that
Tippoo had furnithed an Opening which would en-
able me to force him ‘to rikk an Aéton, and I re-
folved not to let flip fo favorabie an Opportunity to
endeavour to obtain the Reputation to our Arms,
which muft neceffarily refiiit from a Viftory in the
Sight of his Capital, and, in the Event of my beiag
able to cut off the greateft Part of his Aemy, to ke
prepared to follow up the Advantage to the greatet
Extent that might be poflible.

Upon my Arrival on the Ground; which was
marked for the Encampment at Arrakerry, I faw a
:?mderable Body of the Enemy, at the Diffance of

heavier Goms, would be

about Six Miles, in our Front, who were drawa up

fith their Right to the River, 21d their Lefi to 2
Mountain of a very rugged and inacceflible Appear-
ance ; but I confidered them in no other Light, at
that Time, than as a large Detachment, {ent to ob-
ferve our Motions, without any Defign to wait for
our Approach,

My Intention to pafs the River at that Flace, if
the Ford could be rendered practicable, and the Hopes
that were at firft held out of the Succels of -our
working Parties, occafioned my halting on the 14th
in the Camp at Arrakerry; and I then obtained.
certain Intelligence, that although only a {fmall Part
of the Enemy’s Force could be feen from the Grouad
in our Poffeflion, yet that Tippoo, with his whole
Army, had encamped between us and Seringapatam,
his Right covered by the Caveri, and his Left ex-
tended along the Front of a high Mountain, with a
deep fwampy Ravine, the Paflage of which was de-
fended by Batteries running: along the whole of his
Front; and that being encouraged by the Advantages
of this Pofition, as well as thofe of the intermediate
Ground, which, by the River on one Side and a
fteep Ridge of Hills on the other, was narrowed to a
Space no where between the Two Encampments ex-
ceeding a Mile and a Half, and within Cannon Shot
of his Line not above One Mile in Breadth, he had
determined, at the Hazard of the Event of a Battle,
to endeavour to prevent our neater dpproach to his
Capital.

In confequence of this Informatien, and from my
having afcertained, from the few People in Camp
who had any Knowledge of the adjeining Country, as
well as from the Obfervations of intelligent Perfons
who were employed for the Purpofe, that it was
pratticable, thongh difficult, to crofs the Ridge on
our Right, from the great Road on which we ware
encamped to a Road which leads from Cenepatam to
Seringapatam, I refolved, upon that Knowfedge, to
‘attempt, by a Night March, to turn the Enemy’s Left
Flank, and, by gaining his Rear before Day-Light,
to cut off the Retreat of the Main Body .of his Army
to the Ifland and Fort of Seringapatam.

Orders were accordingly given, with the utmoft
Secrefy, to the principal Othcers who were to be
employed, that the 1gth Dragoons, the Three
firongeft of the Native Regiments of Cavalry, His
Majefty’s Six Regiments, and Twelve Battalions of
Native Infantry, with Field Pieces only, fhould be
in Readinefs to march at Eleven o’Clock at Night,
leaving their Piquets-and Camp Guards bebind, and
their Tents ftanding ; and Colonel Duff, with thofe
Detachments and the Remainder of the Army (except
the Nizam’s Horfe, who were dire@ted to follow me
at Day-Light) was leftin Charge of the Encamp-
ment, Provifions, Stores, and heavy Artillery,

We had fuffered greatly, during the preceding
Week, by Rains uncommonly frequent ang beavy fo
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