Copy of @ Letter from Earl Cornwallis to Sir Chiavles

Oatkeley, Bart.. dated Camp near Seringapatan,-

. May 16, 1701% ‘
SIR. - . 4
I Have tbé Honor to inform you, that {had an
Opportunity Yefterday of attacking ‘Tippoo,
and of giving him a total Defeat.” The Vicinity
of Seringapatam, and the Batteries which he had
eréfted on the North Side of the Ifland, faved his
Army from Deftruétion, - His Lofs of Men, how-
ever, muft have been very confiderable; and, be-
fides a Number of Colours, we took Four Pieces of
Brafs Chuinon. '

The Difficulties of my own Situation, in Refpe& |’

to Forage and Provifions, and particularly on Ac-
count of the advanced Seafon of the Year, are not
much relieved by this Event, and indeed are very
férious ; and the Obflacles which this River pre-
fents to a Jun&ion or Co.operation with Genetal
Abercromby, ‘and which had never been defcribed
in any written or verbal Account of it, appear at
prefent almoft infurmountable.
I am, with greateft Efteem and Regard,

: SIR,

Your moft obedient humble Servant,
o " (Signed) CORNWALLIS.
A true Copy,
{Signed) Geo. Parry, At. Dep. Sec.

-Copy of a Letter from Earl Cornwallis to Sir Charles
Oateley, Bart. dated Camp at Magri, Fune
28, 1791.

SIR, : ‘ o

E arrived hete this Morning, -and I fhall pro-

bably remain in this Neighbourhood, for :the

Purpofe of thoroughly reconnoitring the Forts of Se-

verndroog, and of giving the Marattas an Opportu-

nity of employing their numerous Cavalry and Fol-
lowers in fearching the extenfive Jungles for the
large Quantities of Cattle and Grain, which are faid

‘to have been colle@ted in them from sthe adjoining

‘Country. .
After accomplithing thofe Objeds; I thall approach
near enough to Bangalore to enable me to depofit the

‘Sick in that Place, and to obtain a Supply of fome.

Ardcles of Military Stores. o

I am at prefent in hourly Expeftation of hearing
‘that Captain Read has arrived there with a large
Convoy of Provifions; and, if T am notdifappointed,
my Intention is to avail myfelf of that Supply, and
proceed diredtly to reduce Ouffore, and. to' place our
Armies in fuch a Pofition as to ‘exclude Tippoo com-
pletely fram all the principal Northern Paffes leading
to the Eaftward from this Country. B

Thope thefe Meafures will perfeéily fecuré our own
‘Communications, and that they will alfo_put’ it in
iy Power to make the further, Arrangements that
I intended, refpeting the Troops of the Allies;
without ‘any material Interruptions”, ~ .~ "7 7
“ I am infornied; that Tippoo has tiken the ‘Ad-
vantage of our being detained to the Weftward for
the Proté@ion of the Maratta Communicagons, to
detach fome Cavalry and Infantry towards the Barra®

maul; but I think it highly probable, thar, apdn ]

his being acquainted with the Dire&tion of our Move-
ments, he will foon recall them. | . > . "7
" You will, I am fully perfuaded, ufe every Exer-
tion in your Power to provide us amply with Cattle;
and I muft recommend, that thofe which have been
procured te the Southward of the Colercon may be
brought t6 the Prefidency as foon as pofiible,.to be

smployed in tranfporting Grain and other Articles

that we may want from thence; and I muft partici-
larly requeft, that no Pains be fpared to engage the
.greateft poflible Number of Drivers to attend them 3
as it is to the Deficiencies in that Clafs of People in
the Army that our late Lofles of Cattle are princi-
pally to be atributed, )

In Addidos to the Sum that I formerly mentiened,
you will obljﬁe me by difpatching, without Delay;
Six Lacks of Rupées to Vellore, to be ready to bé
forwarded to the Army} when I fhall be fatisfied with
the Security of our Comtmunications: .

1 am, with great Efteem and Regard;
SIR, . . ‘
Your moft obedient,
and humble Servant,

" {Signed) CORNWALLIS;
A true Copy. - ‘
(Signed) George Parrs,

AQing Deputy Secretary.

Extraft of a Letter from Earl Cornwallis o Siv
Charles Qatkeley, Barty dated Camp- at Splenr,
Fuly 2, 1791. '

I, SHALL move on the 4th towards Bangalore;

from whence the Arrival of Captain Read’s Con-
voy will enable me to proceed in a very few Days
to Quffore. :

The Difpofal of the Maratta ‘Armies during the
Rains is not finally arranged ; but I believe it will be
fettled at a Conference which I fhall have with the
Chiefs To-morrow. ) 4 .

I cannot conclude without affuring you, that I fhall
ever retain the moft grateful Senfe of your Exertions
to refit this Army, and that I 'feel myfelf fortunate, in
this important Juntture, in feeing the Government
of I:i ort St. George in fuch able and refpeftable
Hands. ‘ '

Extral? of a Letter from Major General Aéércramgj
te Ear! Cornwallss, dated Tellickerry, June 195
1791, . _ .
I Had the Honor of writing on the 14th Inftant by
one of your Lordthip’s Hircarrahs, acquainting
you with the Arrival of the Corps at their feveral
Cantonments. Before the End of the Month I ami
in Hopes to have the Men under Shelter; which
[am the moft anxious ‘to haften, as they require
much Refitment from the late fatigning Datics
they bave beén engaged in. The Difficalty of
procuring Materials, and the full Employment we
find in erefting Buildings for the Men, muft pre=,
vent my aflifting the Officers, and will, I fear;
oblige them to remain in Tents moft, if no: all’
the Monfoon. 'This, with the Lofs they have fuf-
tained, from the In¢lemency of the Weather and
the Badnefs of the Roads, in their Baggage, their
- Catile, and their Camp Equipage, the latter of
which, ‘on this Side of India, is their owu Pro-
- perty, together with the Dearnefs of almoft every
Necelfary of Life from the increafed Confumption,
has detdfinined me to continue the Troops on Batta;’
until {'feceive your Lordfhip’s Direttions refpec-
ting them: -~ © '
7 ‘_,ﬁgtﬁi’thﬂéhding the Fatigues we have under:
-gone, I am happy to acquaint you our Sick have
not increafed 1n the Proportion I had Reafon to
expet. In a’'few Weeks, I am perfuaded, we
fhall be well refitted ; and, with the Recruits ta
be expetted from England for the Europeans, and
thofe already entertained at Bombay for the Native
Battalions, I hope we fhall be nearly compleated
to the Eftablifhment.
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