[ 554 1

N -

Forage, and Strength of its Works and Garrifon,
but alio by the Prefence of Tippoo and his whole
Army, was happily terminated by an Affault on the
Night of the 218, in ‘which the Kelliday, and a great
Number of his Garrifon, were put to the Sword,
. and our Lofs, in Proporiien to the Nature of the En~
terprize, was extremely inconfiderable. I cannat,
however, help exprefling on this Qccafion, my fin-
cere Regret for the Death of that brave and valuable
Officer Licutenant-Colonel Moorhoufe, who was
killed at the Affanlt of the Pettah on the 7th of
Maich. ’ o

I have not yet been able ro obtain correét Lifts of
‘the Qrdnance, oc ofrthe different Articles that were
found in the Magazines of tihe Place; and I can
therefore only fay in general, that there were up-
wards of Gne Hundred ferviceable Pieces of Ord-
nance, near Fifty of which were Brafs, a largt Quan-
tity of Grain, and an immenfe Depdt of Military
Stores.

Although Tippvo approached our Pofition, and
even cannonaded the Camp both on the 7th and 17th,
yet on thefe: Occafions, and on all others during the
Siege, he took his Meafures with fo much Caution
as to put it effeually out of my Power to force him
to rifk an A&ion; and on the Night of the Affaule
he retived, in great Hafte, from the South Side of the
Fortrefs, where he was then pofted, immediately upon
his, being acquainted with it’s Fall. After giving
fome Repairs to the Breaches, making a Number of
neceflary . Arrangements, and leaving the Train of
heavy Artillery to be refitted during my Abfence, I
moved from Bangalore on the z8th, with the Defign
of fecuring a fafe and fpeedy Junftion with a Jarge
Body of Cavalry that the Nizam had promifed to {end
to me, and of regeiving a Reinforcement af Troops
and a Supply of Provifions and Stores, which I had’
fome Time before ordered to be.in Readinefs to
join me, by the Way of Amboor,: from the Carnatic,
confidering thefe as neceflary preliminary Meafures
for enabling me to proceed to the Attack of Serip-
gapazam ; and I, at the fame Time, communicated
my Intentions to General Abercromby, and direfted
im to ufe every Exertion in his Power, that might
be confiftent with the Safety of the Corps under his
Command, to prepare himfelf in the Manner that I
prefcribed, to give me effetual Adfiftance when I
thould reach the Enemy’s Capital. .

Tippoo having made a Movement to the Weftward
on the fame Day that I marched from the Neighbour-
hood of Bapgalore, [ fell in with his Rear at the
Diftance of about Eight or Nine Miles from that
Place; but, from the Want of 2 {ufficient Body of
Cavalry, it was found impratticable, after a Purfuit.
of confiderable Length, either to bring him to Ac-
tion, or to gain any Advantage over him, except
“that of takiag One Brafs Gun, which, owing to it’s

.- Carriage breaking down, h¢ was obliged to leave
upon the Road, | : )

My fuft Ohje& being to form a Jundtion with the

* Nizam?® Cavalry, 1 made fuch Movements, or took
fuch Pofitions, as I knew would effeCtually prevent
"Fippoo from jutercepting them, or even from dif-
turbing their March; but, although I was ap great
Pains to point ous the Safety of the March to Rajah
Teigowunt, and to engouruge him to proceed, the
Efefs of my Recommendations and Requefls were
bot flow; apd, after Wafte of Time, which, at this
Iate - Seafon. of the Year, was invaluable, and which
a'motk exhabited my Patience, the Junltion was not
made tll the 13th Inftant. ‘

Jt is not eafy to afcertain the Number of the
Corps with Precifion, but I fuppofe it to amount to
Fifieen or Sixteen Thonfand Horfe ; and, though they
are extremely defeélive in almoft every Point of Mik-
tary Difcipling, yet, as the Men are in general weil
mounted, and the Chiefs have given me the firongeit
Affurances of their Difpofition to do every Thing in
their Power to promote the Succefs of our Opera-
tions, I am in great Hopes that we fhall derive ma-
terial Advantage from their Afliftance., :

This Junétion being accomplithed; I marched on
to effe my next Objeét without Lofs of Time; and
having arrived at my prefent Camp on the 18th, and
ordered the moft expeditious Meafures to be taken
for tranfpciting the Stores from the Head of the
Pafs, I fhall commence my March again to the Weft-
ward on the 22d, and, after calling at Bangalore for
the heavy Artillery, I truft-that I fhall find it pradti-
cable to reach Seringapatam before the 1zth of next
Month. o i

No ufeful Purpofe could be promoted by my enu-
merating the Difficalties which I bave already en-
countered in carrying on the Operations of this
Campaign, and it would be equally unprofitable to
enlarge at prefent upon the Obftacles which I forefee
to our future Progrefs; they are, however, of fo
weighty a Nature, that under different Circumftances
1 fhould undoubtedly act with more Caution, and de-
fer the Attempt upon the Enemy’s Capital till after
the enfuing Rains; but, acquainted as I am with the
unfettled  Situation of political Affairs in Europe,
and knowing that a procraftinated War would occa-
fion almoft certain Ruin to your Finances, I confider
it as a Duty which I cwe to my Station and to my
Country to difregard the Hazard to which my own
Military Reputation may be expofed, and to profe-
cute, with every Species of Precaution that my Judg-
ment or Experience can- fuggeft, the Plan which 1s
moft likely to bring the War to an early Decifios. -

I have, at the fame Time, bcen the more encou-

“raged to perfevere in the Execution of my original

Intentions, as both the Nizam and the Mahrattas

~have of late fhewn an uncommon Alacrity in fulfil-

ling ‘their Engagements, which, by the fmalleft Ap-
pearance of Backwardnefs on our Part, would be
mmediately cooled ;- and which, I truft, will, in
Addition to our own Effarts, effentially contribute to
counterat many of the Difadvaniages which the

Difficalty of the March, the Rifk of Scarcity of

Provifions and Forage, and the Approach of the
rainy Seafon, prefent againft the Undertaking ; and
if thefe Obftacles can be overcome, the Capture of
Seringapatam will propably, in-its Confequences, fur-
nith an ample Reward for our Labours.’

. A few Days after our Succefs at Bangalore,

. Tippoo repeated his Propofitions to open'a Nego-

tiation for terminating our Differences ; but whether
with a fincere Defiré to obtain Peace, or with the
infidious Hopes of exciting Jealoufies in our Allies, -
by inducing me to liften to his Advances, is not
certain.  The Line for my Condu®, however, was
clear; and, conformable to qur Treaties, I declined,
in civil and moderate Terms, to rcceive a Perfon of
Corfidence, on his Part; to difcufs the feparate In-
terefts of the Company ; but infortned him, that if
he fhowid think proper to*make Propofitions in
Writing, for a general Accommodation with all the
Members of the Confederacy, I thonld, after com-
municating with the other Powers, tranfnit our joint
Sentiments upon them. ' :
I fhall refer you entirely at prefent to the Accounts
that you will receive from the different Govern-
- ments



