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By the KIN G,
A PROCLAMATION,

For the Encouragement of Piety and Virtue, and for the
preventing and punifbing of Vice, Profancaefs and
Immoradity,

GEORGE R.

W.HEREAS We cannot ‘but obferve, with
inexpreflible Concern, the rapid Progrefs of
Impiety and Licentioufnefs, and that Deluge of Pro-
fanene(s, Immorality, and every Kind of Vice, which,
10 the Scandal of Qur Holy Religion, and to the
evil Example of Our loving Subjeéts, hath broken
in upon this Nation ; We therefore efteeming it Our
indifpenfible Duty to exert the Authority committed
to Us for the Suppreffion of thefz fpreading Evils,
fearing left they fhould provoke God’s Wrath and
Indignation againft Us, and humbly acknowledging
that We cannot expett the Blefing and Goodnefs of
Almighty God, (by whom Kings reign, and ea which
We entirely rely) to make Our Reign happy and
profperons to Ourfelf and Our People, without a
religious Obfervance of God’s Holy Laws, to the
“Intent that Réliglon, Piety and Good Manners
may (according to Our moft hearty Defire) flourith
and increafe under Our Adminiftration and Govern-

ment, have thought fit, by the Advice of Our Privy"

Council, to iflue this Qur Royal Proclamation, and
do hereby declare Our Royal Purpofe and Refolu-
sion to difcountenance and punifth all Manner of

[ Price Seven-pence. ]

{1 by Marks of Qur Royal Favour.

Vice, Profanenefs and Immorality, in all Perfons, of
whatloever Degree or Quality, within this Qur

| Realm, and particularly in fiuch as are employed

near Our Royal Perfon; and that, for the Encou-
ragement of Religion and Morality, We will, upon
all Occafions, diftinguifh Perfons of Piety and Virtue
And We do ex-
pe& and require that all Perfons of Honour, or in
Place of Authority, will give geod Example by
their own Piety and Virtue, and to their utmoft,
contribute to the difcountenancing Perfons of diffo-
late and debauched Lives, that they being reduced
by that Means to Shame and Contempt for their
loofe and evil A&ions and Behaviour, may be thereby
alfo enforced the fooner to reform their ill Habits and
Pradtices, and that the vifible Difpleafure of good
Men towards them, may (as far as it is poflible)’
fupply what the Laws (probably) cannot altogether
And We do hereby {triftly enjoin and
prohibit all Our loving Sebjeds, of what Degree or
Quality foever, from playing on the Lord’s Day at
Dice, Cards, or any other Game whatfoever, either
in Publick or Private Houfes, or other Place or

prevent.

Places whatfoever; and We do hereby require and
command them, and every of them, decently and
reverently to attend the Worfhip of God on the
Lord’s Day, on Pain of Our higheft Difpleafure, and
of being proceeded againft, with the utmoft Rigour
that may be, by Law. And for the more effeftual
reforming all fuck Perfons who, by Reafon of their

difloluie



