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By the XIN G,
A PROCLAMATION,

For the Encouragement of Fiety andVirtue, and for the
preventing and punifbing of Vice, Profanenefs and
Tminorality.

GEORGE R.
HEREAS We
- inexpreflible Concern, the rapid Progrefs of

Impiety and Gicéntioulnefs, and-that Deluge of Pro-

fanenels, Imnorality, and every Kind of Vice, which,

10 the Scandal of Qur Hely Religion, and to the

evil Example of Our loving Subjedts, ‘hath broken
in upon this Nation; We therefore éfteeming it Our

. indifpenfible Duty to-exert the ‘Authority committed

to Us for the Supprellion of thefe fpreading Evils,

fearing left they fhould provcke God’s Wrath and

Indignation againt Us, and humbly acknowledging

that We cannot- expet the "Bleffing and Goodnels of

Almighty.God, (by whom Kirgs reign, and on which

‘We entirely rely) to make Our Reign- happy and

profperous to Ourfelf and Our People, without a

seligions Obfervance of God’s Holy ‘Laws, to the

Entent that Religion, Piety and "Good™ Manners

may (according to Our moft hearty Defire) - fleurith

and increafe under Our Adminiftration and Govern-
ment, have-thought fit, by the Advice of Qur Privy

Council, to ‘iffue this Our Royal Proclamation, and

do hereby declare” Our Royal Purpofe and Refolu-

. tion to difcountenance and punith ‘all Manner of
- ¥ice, Profanenefs and Immorality, in all Perfons, of

whatfoever Degree or Quality, within this Our

Realm,. and particularly ia fuch as are employed

necar Our Royzl Perfon ; and- that, for the: Encou.

ragement of Religion. and Morality, - We will,- apon
all Occaficns, diftidguify Perfons of Plety and Virtue
by Marzs of Cur Royal ‘Favoar. - And We do ex-.
peét and require that all Perlons of Honour, or in

Place of . Authority, will give good: Exaiiple .by

their own Piety and Virtue, and, to their -utmioft,

eontribute to the difcountesancing Peifons of diffe-
lute and debayched Lives, that they being-veduced:

cannot- bat obferve, with.
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| <« Lord’s Dayy:conttaanly called- Sanday ;- and alfo,
: : R an .

by that Means to Shame and Contempt for their
loofe and evil Adtions and Behaviour, may be thereby
alfo enforced the fooner to reform their ill Habits and
Pradtices, and that the vifible Difpleafure of good
Men towards them, may (as far as it is poffible)
fupply what the Laws (probably) cannot altogether
revent. And We do hereby firictly enjoin and
prohibit all Our loving Subje@s, of what Degree or
Quality foever, from playing on.the Lord’s Day at
Dice, Cards, or any other Game whatfoever, either
in Publick ‘or Private Houfes, or other Place or
Places ‘whatfoever ; and We-do hereby require and
command ‘them, and every of them, decently and
reverently, 1o atténd the Worthip of God ‘on the
Lord’s-Day, on, Pain of Our higheft Difpleafare, and
of being proceeded againft, with the utmoft Rigonr
that may be, by Law. And for the more effeCtuat
reforming all “fuch Perfons who, by Reafon of their
diffolute Lives and Converfation, are a Scandal to
Our -Kingdom, Our further - Pléafure is, and We
do hereby ftriftly-chafgé and’ command all Our
Judges, Mayors, Sheriffs,. Juftices of the Peace, and
all other Our Officers and Minifters,” both Ecclefi-
aftical and Civil, and 2il other Our Subjeéts;—to be
very vigilant and -{tii€t in the Diftovery, and the
effe@ual Profecution and Punithment of all Pesfons
who fhall be guilty of exceflive Drinking, Blafphemy,
profane ' Swearing and Curfing, Lewdnefs, Pro-
fanation of the Lord’s Pay, or other diffolute, im-
moral, or diforderly Practices; 'and that they take
Care alfo effectually to fupprefs all publick Gaming
Hoti:fes, and other loofe and diforderly Hloufes ; and alio
211 unlicenfed publick Shews, Mterlades, and Plates of
Enseriainment, ufing the utmoft:Cautich in licenfing
the fame; alfo to {upprefs all loofe and.licedtious
Prints, Booksand Publicatians,difperfing;Poifon to the
Minds of the Young and Unwary, and'to punith the

| Pablifhers and Venders thereof s and to ‘put in Exe-

cation the Statite made in the Twenty-ninth Year
of the Rejgn of the lats King Charles the Second, in-
sicled, €9 An A& for "the bottér Obfervation of the



