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By the XING,
A PROCLAMATION,

For the Eunconragement of Piety andVirtue, and for the
preventing and punifbing of Vice, Profancnefs and
Immoraliiy.

GEORGE R,

' HEREAS We cannot but obferve, with

inexpreflible Cancern, the rapid Progrefs of
Impiety and Licentioufnefs, and that Deluge of Pro-
fanenels, Immorality, and every Kind of Vice, which,
40 the Scandal of Our Holy Religion, and to the
evil Example of Qur loving Subjefts, hath broken
in upon this Nation ; We therefore efteeming it Our
andifpenfible Duty to exert the Authority committed
to Us for the Suppreflion of thefe fpreading Evils,
fearing left they fhould provoke God’s Wrath and
Indignation againft Us, and humbly acknowledging
that We cannot expett the Blefling and Goodnefs of
Almighty God, (by whom Kings reign, and on ‘which
‘We entirely rely) to make Our Reign happy and
profperous to Ourfelf and Our People, withofit a

weligious Obfervance of God’s Holy Laws, to the |

JIntent that Religion, Piety and Good Manners
.may {according to Our moft hearty Defire) flourifh

and increafe under Qur Adminiftratién and Govern-.

ment, have thought fit, by the Advice of Our Privy
Council, to iffue this Our Royal Proclamation, and
do hereby declaré Our Royal Purpofe and Refolu-

tion to difcountenance and punith all Manner of |

Wice, Profanenefs and Immorality, in all Perfons, of
whatfoever Degree or Quality, within this Our
Realm, and particularly in fuch as are employed
near Our Royal Perfon; and that, for the Encou-
ragement of Religion and Morality, We'will, upon
sall Occafions, diftinguith Perons of Piety and Virtue
-by Marks of Ouar Royal Favour. And We do ex-
pect and require that all Perfors of Honour, or in

Place of Authority, will give good Example by
their own Piety and Virtue, and, to their utmoft,

contribute to the difcountenancing Perfons of diffo--
Tute and debauched Lives, that they being reduced
by that Means to Shame and Contempt for their
Ioofe and evil Aftions and Behaviour, may be thereby
alfo enforced the fooner to reform their ill Habits and
FPraftices, and that the vifible Difpleafure of good
.Men towards them, may (as far as it is poflible)
fupply what the Laws {probably) cannot altogether.
prevent. And We do hereby firittly enjoin and
prohibit all Our loving Subjeéts, of what Degree or
Quality foever, from playing on the Lord’s Day at
Dice, Cards, or any other Game whatloever, eiiher’
in Publick er Private Houfes, or other Place or
Places whatfoéver; and We do hereby require and
command them, and every- of them, decently and
reverently to attend the Worthip of God on the
Lord’s Day, on Pain of Our higheft Difpleafure, and
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of being proceeded againft, with the utmoft Rigonr
‘that may be, by Law. .And for the more effeCtual
reforming all fuch Perfons who, by Reafon of their
difiolute Lives and .Converfation, are a &candal to
Our Kingdom, Our further Pleafure is, and We
do hereby ftritly charge and command all Our
Judges, Mayors, Sheriffs, Juilices of the Peace, and
all other Qur Officers and Minifiers, both Zcclefi-
aftical and-Civil, .and all other :OQur Subjefts; to be
very vigilant and firi&t in the Difcovery, and the
effectual Profecution aid Punifbment of all Perfons
who fhall be guilty of exceffive Drinking, Blafphemy,
profane Swearing and Curfing, ZLewdnefs, Pro-
fanation of the Lord’s Day, or .other diffolute, im-
moral, or diforderly Praftices; and that they take
Care alfo effeftually to fupprefs all publick Gaming
Heufes, and other loofe and diforderly Houfes ; and alio
all unlicenfed publick Shews, Interludes, and Places of
Entertainment, ufing the utmoit Caution in licenfing
the fame ; alfo to fupprefs all loofe and licentious
Prints, Booksand Publications, difperfing Poilon tothe
Minds of the Young and Unwary, and to purifh the
Publifhers and Venders thereof; and to put in Exe-
cution the Statute made in thefTwenty-ninth Year
of the Reign of the late King Charles the Second, in-
titled, = An A& for the better Obfervation of the
¢ Lord’s Day, commonly called Sunday ;"' and alfo
an A& of Parliament made in the Ninth Year of the
Reign of the tate King William thé Third, intitled,
¢ An A& for the more effe@ua} fupprefling of Blaf-
¢ phemy and Profanenefs;” and alfo an A& pafled
in the Twenty-firl Year of Qur Reign, intiled,
¢ An A& for preventing certain Abufes and Profana-
¢ tions on the Lord’s Day, called Sunday,”” and &ll
other Laws now in Force for the punithing and fup-
prefling any of the Vices aforefaid ; and alfo to fup-
prefs and prevent all Gaming whatfoever in Publick
or Private Houfes on the Lord’s Day ; and likewife
that they take effe@ual Care to prevent all Perfons
keeping Taverns, Chocolate-Houfes, Caffee-Houfes,
or other Publick-Houles whatfoever, from {felling
Wine, Checolate, Coffece, Ale, Beer, or c.her Li-
quors, er receiving or permitting Guefts to be or
remain in fuch their Houfes, in the Time of Divine
Service on the Lord’s Day, as-they will anfwer it to
Almighty God, and upon Pain of Our higheft Dif-
pleafure. And for the more effeftual proceeding
herein, We do ‘hereby dire&t and cominand all Cur
Judges of Aflize, and Juftices of the Peace, to give
ftrict Charge, at their refpe@ive Affizes and Seflions,
for the due Profecution and Penifhment of all Perfons
that (hall prefume to offerd in any of the Kinds afore-
faid, and alfo of all Perfons that, contrary to their
Daty, fhall be remifs or negligent in putting the faid
Laws in Execution ; and that they do, at their re-
fpeflive Affizes and Quarter Seflions of the Peace,
caufe this Our Royal Proclamation to be publickly

read.



