
the mean Time to place him on a Footing that might 
be satisfactory, in any practicable Manner he could 
.point out. 

Colonel Macleod shewed a Readiness in comply
ing with our Request that entitled him to every Mark 
of Attention from the Companv- He recalled to 
our Attention his Difficulties in serving with General 
Mathews ;. still, however, offering to serve where* er 
-and ih whatever Shape we might command ; but in 
orderto avoid all Disputes relating to King's and 
Company's Troops, and to enable him to serve with 
more Efficacy, he suggested the Necessity of our be
stowing Company's Rank upon him 

In Consequence of the General's Reference, we 
called upon Colonel Macleod the 18th of March, 
for the Papers alluded to, who in Return demanded 
from our Justice an Extract of the General's Letter, 
in which those Disputes on his Conduct were men
tioned. 

Colonel Macleod being fumilhed with the desired 
Extract, delivered the Papers required, accompanied 
with a Letter from himself in Vin ication ofhis own 
Character, and of (he other Officers involved in one 
general Accusation. These Papers are of too great 
Leugth to be sent by an overland Dispatch; but th<r-
contain Imputations against the General o: a *.ery 
•serious Natu^, ar.d supper;.^ by strong Testimony. 

Our Want of Information from General Mathew: 
laid us under a Necessity of applying to Colonel 
Macleod to furnish us with a Detail ofthe Operations 
of the Army from their leaving Cundapore to the 
Surrender of Bednure, and any Information he could 
afford respecting the Nature ofthe Treaty with Hyat 
Saib, and the Proceedings in consequence. 

Colonel Macleod in consequence sent in the Jour
nals kept by himself and Colonel Humberston, and 

'gave us all the Information in his Power relative to 
the Surrender of Bednure and the Treaty with Hyat 
Saib. When the respective Details of these Gen
tlemen and General Mathews of the fame Event 
shall eome before you, you will doubtless make due 
Comparison. . 

We are informed that the General, notwithstand
ing the Capitulation, immediately on getting Pos
session of Bednure, confined Hyat-Saib a close Pri
soner, and that many bad Consequences resulted 
from the Alarm and Impression given by this Pro-

' ceeding. That very great Treasures were found in 
the Durbar, amounting to Fourteen Lacs and up
wards besides much other Treasure and Jewels not 
exposed, which were at first publickly shewn to 
the Qsf-cers by the General, and declared to be 
the Property of the Army. That tke Breach be
tween the General and Hyat Saib was soon after 
made up; and, in a few Days, the Army were asto
nished to hear that Hyat Saib had claimed all this 
Money, which evidently belonged to the Govern
ment of the Country, as his private Property, and 
that the General had restored it to him on that Plea. 

- • Colonel Macleod had been detached at his Time ; 
but this Transaction reviving a Discontent and 
Suspicion occasioned by a former Affair at Onore, 
some cs the other principal Officers were carried to 
Hyat Saib by the General, who prevailed upon 

• him to make > Donatien to the Army of Half a 
Lac of PagocTas. , - • « - . * • 

We took the General's Conduct and the State ot 
the Army under Consideration on the 27 th of March, 

• and now transmit a Copy of our Proceedings on 
fchis very difficult and disagreeable Occasion. _ 

Feeling the strongest Conviction that the Service 
could not prosper in his Hands, we thought it our 
indispensible Duty not to continue him any longer 
in Command of the Army in the Bednure Country ; 
and we accordingly came to a Resolution to remove 
him therefrom, and to suspend him from the Ho-

• nourable Company's Service until he can clear up 
the several Charges against him. . 

We appointed Lieutenant-Colonel Macleod, Ot 
Hi-9 Majesty's Forces, the Officer first in Rank upon 

thy Coast, and who had distinguished himself by the 
Defeat of Tippoo Saib at Panany,* to succeed Ge
neral Mathews in the Command of the Army in 
the Bednure Country ; and we also deiired Lieute
nant-Colonel Humberston and Major Shaw to re
join the Army. 

We had some Days before, on the 17th of 
March, received Advice from Mr. D. Aide-Horn, in 
a Letter dated the 20th of-February, of tht Mah
ratta Treaty having arrived from Poona 

. The Peace had been duly proclaimed at Born-
bay, and every necessary Seep taken au our Fait 
for the IPerformance of the Treaty. "7 he Ranger 
had failed the 5thof April with Colorels Macleod 
and Humberston, Major Shaw, and other Officers, 
to join the Army. Lieutenant Pruen, the Com
mander of the Vessel, h*r.vii;g : een previous.)' ap
prized of the Peace, and .furnished with the aaie 
Orders as had been circulated to all the Maiine, 
not to commit Hostilities against the Marattas ; 
when on the 18 th of April we were alarm tc by an 
Account given by a Lascar, who ad escaptd, that 
the Ranger had been attacked c;: the 8th, three 
Days after leaving Bombay, by >-':.?. .Viiratta Fleet, 
and, after -a most desperate ....esistsr-ce of near Five 

I HcirrSj was obliged to subn.it to superior Force, 
' -.j-if., with the whole Convoy of Boats, had been 

canied into Gsriah. 
We were unter great Arxiety and Uncertainty, 

for a cot.iiderable Time, regarding the Fate of 
Colonel Macleod and the other Officers, which was 
not entirely removed till the 23d of May, when 
the President received a Letter irom him, dated a: 
Gheriah the 5th of that Month. In this Letter 
the Colonel mentions he had made several unsuc
cessful Attempts to convey Advice ofhis Misfor
tune ; and then relates some Circumstances of the 
Engagement, referring, for a more particular Ac
count, to Lieutenant Pruen. The Account, Colonel 
Macleod gives is, That on the Morning of the 8th 
of April, they sound themselves near the Mahratta 
Fleet belonging to Gheriah, which, without speak
ing or Ceremony, attacked the Ranger with great 
Fury. Lieutenant Pruen fought his Vessel with the 
greatest Courage. Their Defence was desperate, 
and ceased not till they were almost all killed or 
wounded. Major Shaw was shot dead : - Colonel 
Humberston was fliot through the Lungs : Lieute
nant Stuart, of the 100th Regiment, was almost 
cut to Pieces on Boarding : Lieutenant John Tay
lor, of the Bombay Troops, was siiot through the 
Body : Lieutenant Seton, of the Bombay Artillery-, 
and Lieutenant Pruen, Commander of :he Vessel, 
were wounded with Swords on Boarding. In the 
Beginning of the Action Colonel Macleod received 
Two Wouuds in his Lett Hand and Shoulder; 
and, a little before it was over, a Musquet Ball 
passed through his Body, whkh pierced his Lungs 
and Spleen. Lieutenant Pruen's Account likewise 
proves, that the Mahrattas began the A'.tack, and 
that he received a Number of Shot before here-
turned a Gun. Their Force consisted of Two large 
Ships, a Ketch and Eight Gal li vats, with which 
the Ranger, carrying* only Twelve Guns Twelve 
Poutaders, sustained a close Engagement of For,r 
Hours and a half; and for the last Hour the Two 
Ships and the Ketch were lashed along side of the 
Ranger, in which Situation the Engagement was 
continued with Mufquetry only; and the brave De
fence of the Officers and Crew prevented the Enemy 
from entering the Veflel, tiil, from the Number of 
Killed and Wounded, and most of the Mufquets 
being rendered unserviceable, the Fire pf the RaDger 
was fo much reduced, that the Commander was 
under a Necessity of striking; and the Instant the 
Colours were down, the Enemy rustied on Board, 
and cruelly cut and wounded several of the Officers 
and Men, while others jumped overboard, to avoid 
immediate. Death. The fame Nighc the Ranger 
was carried into Gheriah, where the Subedar and 
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