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Whitchall, November 25 o

Extract of a Leter frem ihe Picfident and Slez

Conminttice ut Bombay 1o the Secrer Comamittde of
the Court of Directors of ihe Eafi fndia Com-
poayp, dared 27 JFune, 1783, weccived ouver
Laad 21ji of Novcnber.
UR latt Letter left General Marrhews,
with his whole Force colieie:l, in Pof-
feflion of Onore, and under pofitive Or-
ders to-make an immediate Attempt
upon the City of Budfiare, in cafe the Intelligence
then jutt received of Hyder’s Death proved well,
founded. 1n Purfoance of thefe Orders, the Ge-
aeral procezded ta Cundapote, which he raduced
after fome flight Refiftance, and from thence re-
p!e(ented, in very {trong Terme, that the Con-
dition of the Army was not fuch as would warrant
the Attempt upon Bednwre, but thae neverthelefs
he fiould make she T'rial; and this Advice of his
Intention was conveyed in a Lewter fiom Cunda-
pore, dated the 1gth of January, and rcceived
here the 8th of Fevraary.

The General’s Reprefentation of the Danger of
the Enterprize, and fatal Confequences of a Fai-
lure, was expreffed fo forcibly, that we did not
think it preper, after an Opinion given in fuch
ftrong Terms by the Oficer who was to execute
the Service, to perfift in exading a Compliance
with our abuve-mentioned Orders; and we there-
fore, though with Reluftance, difpatched difcre-
tionary Orders to the General to defer the At-
tempt, at the fame Time recommending to him-
to give due Weight in the Scale to the Advantages
Hyder’s Death would afford him, which in our
Opinion mose than counterbalanced the Objec-
tions which might in fri® Prodence be urged
againft the Attempt. - -

The Service, however, had been performed
before the Difpatch of our Orders, and on the
14th of February the Prefident received Advice in
a Note from Captain Torriano, Commandant at
Onore, of our Army having forced the Gauts,
and gained Pofieflion of the City of Bednure.
Advice of this important Event was fhortly after
communicated to you by the Prefident.

Subfequent Reports, and Intelligence collected
from private Letters, made us very impatient to
receive a Relation of his Succefs from the General
himfelf, as we foon underftood that a Treaty of a
particular Nature bad been concluded with Hyat
Saib, the Governor of Bednure under Hyder Ally,
and that he was continued in the Government of
that City with an Authority, liule inferior to
what he held before we had become Mafters of the
Place.

On the 26th of February Colonels Macleod and
Humberfion, and Major Shaw, the Principal Of.
ficers of His Majelty’s Troops, drrived here from
the Army, which they left fome Days after the
Surrender of Bednure, but we had ftill no Letters
from Brigadier General Matchews. Thefe Gen-
tlemen, on their Arrival, each gave in Memo-
rials, ftating their Reafons for quitting the Army.

Mangulore furrendered by Capi:ulation the gth
.of March, after a prafticable Breach hzd been nearly

efe@ed. Carwar and other Forts in the Soundah giving him Aflurances, that we would cndeavour'i‘:{p
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Ceiifirry, had been likewife reluced by a {eparate
Detackment dnder Captain Caspentel; and fome
Forts inland, a confiderablé Diftance (o the Eaftward
of Bednure, by other Detachments.

In the Let er from the General zbove mentioned,
dated the 4th of March, he taxes the whole Army
in Terms the moit feverc dnd ungualified, but alte-
gettier general aiid iadifcriminate, with Oflences of
the highett Criminality. He fays, that afier the
Surrender of Bednure, the Flame of Difcortent
broke out amongh the Officers, which rapidly {pread
from tho'e in the imamediate Service of His Ma-
jelty to the Honnurable Company’s Servaats, and
that this Flame being blown by a few Zealuts for
Plunder and Booty, he was apt to think was one
Caufe of depriving him at that critical Time of the
Service of Lieutenant-Colonels Maclecd and Hum-
beriton. He mendoned io very concie Terms,
fome Points of Difference betwixe himfelf and Cole-
nel Macleod, refpeting a Cluim of Rank, and the
Mode of fupplying His Majefly’s Traops. Theue
the Agents for the Captors had been loud in the.e
Reprefentations of the fuppofled Right of the Army,
aod they and the Officers had done every Thirg that
was difrefpeiful and injurious to him; whica Cir-
cumftances, fo contrary to good Order and Difci-
pline, could not fail to incre.fe the Spirit for Flun-
der in the Soldiery, who, encouraged by the Prac-
tice of Oflicers, were become loofe and unfeeling as
the mott licen'ions Freeboot rs.

The General further faid, he fuppofed Colonel
Macleod would deliver the Papers on the Subje&t of
thefe Dilputes, and called upon us to take Meafures
to prevent fuch dangerous Proceedings: That the
Troops in Bednure were almoft in a State of Mu-
tiny ; the Enemy collefting a Force within Thirtw
Miles ; the Profpeét of re-fetding the City every
Moment moré diftant, owing to the Dejetlion of the
Jemautdsr Hyay Saib, who, from thz illiberal and
indecent Expreflions of Officers, was flled with
Apprehenfians that made him utterly defpend, and
rendered him incapable of any Exerion.

Such was the Accufation againft the Army, ard
fuch the Materials afforded by the General as
Grounds upon which Government were to take their
Meafures in fo delicate and critical an Emergency.
Colonel Macleod had not delivered the Papers, as
fuppofed by the General : He bad only on his Ar-
rival, as mentioned in a former Paragraph, given in
a Memorial, afligning his Reafons for quitting the
Army, and [ating, with Candour and Moderation,
the Circumftances of his own Rank and Services,
and the Complaints of His Majetty’s Troops, which
had rendefed it impoflible for him to continue 1o
ferve under Command-of Brigadier- General Mathews,
Thefe Circuniftances, as well as our Refolutions in
Confequence, will be commuricated by a furure
Conveyance, only deeming it material to mention at

prefent, that being of Opinion the Services of an ¢

Officer of- Colouel Macleod’s Ability 2nd Experi-
ence wers ablolutely requifite at fo critical a Period, -
we had made a Requeft to him, onthe 7th of March, "
to continue to ferve on this Coaft until we could re.
ceive the Determination of the Governor Geresa
and Council, or General Coote, regarding his Cafe|
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