of Troops for this Gartifon, and a'Quantity of Mi-
¥.:ary Stores, 1 judged it moft for -the Public Sef-
vice, efpecially as [ knew the Enemy’s Squadron
was to the Southward, rot to return to Madrds to
land the Sick and Scorbutic of thefe Two Ships,
but to proceed dire@ for Tiincamale, and there to

. 1and the Reinforcement and Military Stores, as weil

as the Sick of the Saltan and Magnanime, without
either feeking or fhunning the Enemy.

In Purfoance of this Refolution I ftood with the
Squadron to the Southward, ard on the 6th of
April fell in with = French Ship, laft from Maori-
tius, having on Board Difpatches from France for
their Commanders in Chief by Seaand Land : This
Ship was chaled on Shore and burnt near Tranque-
‘bar, the Officers ynd Men eflcaping with the Dif-
patches.

. On the 8th, about Noon, I came in Sight of the
Enemy’s Squadron, confifting of 18 Sail, in the
N. E.” Quarter, and continued my Courfe for this
Place. .On the gth, 10th, and 11th, the Enemy
#ill in Sight. _On the t1th, having made the Coall
of ‘Ceylon, about 15 Leagues to0 Windward of Trin-
camale, 1 bore away for that Place. On the 12th,

_ at Daylight; the Pofition of the Enemy’s Squadron

being altered by my bearing away, fo as to give
them the Wind of ours, I dilcovered them crouding
all the Sail they could fet after us 3 and their Cop.
per-bottomed Ships coming faft up with the Ships
in our Rear, [ therefore determined to engage them.
At Nine in the Forenoon I made the Signal for
the Ships in our Sqnadron to form the Line of Bat
de a-head un the ftarboard Tack, at'Two Cables
Leng{h Diftance from each other, e _l".nemy then
bearing N by E. diftant about Six Miles, and the
Wind at N by E. they continued e .ceavenng their
Ships, and changing their Palition: in -heir Line,
¢ill Fifeen Minutss pait Noow, when :hey bore
away to engage us; Five Sail of théwr Van firetching
along to engage the Ships of our Van, and the
other Seven Sail fleeting direlliy on our Center
Ships, the Suberbe, the Monmouth ber Second a-
head, and the Monarca her Second a ftern, At
Half paft One'the Engagement began in the Van
of both Squadrons; Three Minutes after I made
the Signal for Battle. 'The French Admiral in the
Hero, and his Second a-flern the L’Orieut, bore
down on the Superbe within Piflol fhot.  The Hero
continued her Pofition, giving and receiving a fe-
vere Fire for Nine Minutes, and then  flood ou,
greatly damaged to attack the Monmouth, at that
“Time engaged with another of the Enemy’s Ships,
msking Room for the Ships his Rear to come
up to the Attack of our Center, where the Engage-
ment was hotteft. At Three the Monmouth had
her Mizen Matt fhot away, and, in a few Minutes
after, her Main-Maft, and bore out of the Lire to
Leeward. At Forty Minutes paft Three the Wind
unexpeGedly continviog far northerly, withont any
Sea Breeze, and being careful nof to entangle our
Ships with the Shore, ! made the Signal for the
Squadron to wear, and haul their Wind in a Line of
Battle a-head on the Larboard Tack, ftill engaging
the Enemy. At Forty Minutes pait Five, -being in
Tifteen Fathom Water, and apprehenfive left the
Monmouth might, in her difabled State, drift too
near the Shore, I made the Signal for the Squadron
to prepare to anchor. At'Forty Minutes pafl Six the
Enemy’s Squadron drew off in great Difurder to the
Eaftward, .and the Engagement ceafled, their Admi-
ral baving fhifted his Flag from the -Hero to the
French Hanibal, o Account of the Hero’s difabled
State ; and foon after I anchored with the Squadron,
the Superbe clofe to the Monmouth, in order to re-
pair our Damages, which, on Board the Supeibe
and Monmouth, were very great in the Hulls,
Mafls, Sails and Rigging; and almoft all the Ships
had fuffered confiderably in their Mafts, Sails and
Rigging. 2 '
Much about this Time the French Frigate La
Fine, being ordered, 1 fuppofe, to tow and affit
thieir difabled Ship the Hero, fell on Board His Ma-
jefty’s Ship 1fis, -and had a&tually firuck his Colours
to her; but taking Aduantage of the Darknefs of
the Night, and the State the Ifis was in, juit come
ont of A&ion, in which fhe-had a Number of Men
killed and wounded, and otherw.fe ill manned, the

Frigate got clear of the fis) rad efcaped.

&n Accoant of the Number of Officers and M.n
killed and wourded on Board the feveral S.‘:ips-o?
the Squadson, is herewith enclofed.

On the Morning of the 13th, at Daylight, 1
found the Enemy’s Squadron had anchored about
Five Miles without us, in much Diforder and anpa-
rent Diitrefs, but they had loft no Lower Mafis s
Both Squadrons were bufily en ployed in repairing
Damages, drawing into Order for Defence, the
Enemy feeming to apprehend an Atrack from us,
and I myfelf uncertain if they would net renew
the Engagement, in order to get Hold of the Mon-
moeth. In thefe Sitnations both Squadroans conti-
pued at Anchor till the 1g9th in the Morning, when
the Enemy’s got under Sail with the Land Wind,
and flood out to Sea clofe-hauled, and at Nooa
tacked with the Sea Breeze, and tlcod in for the
Body of our Squadron, as if with Intent to artack;
but after coming within Two Miles of us, finding
us prepared to receive them, they again tacked and
ttood to the Eaitward by the Wind; and I have
not fince been able to learn cestainly where they
are gone. Having refitted the Monmouth in the
beft Naener our ‘Sitaation would admit, wish Jury,
Main and Mizen Mafts, I failed with His Majefiy’s
Squ dron for thic Place on the 22d, and snchored
here on the Evening of the {ame Day, immediately
landing the Reinlorcement and Mii tary Stores def-
tined for the Garrifon, and the Sick and Wounded.

In this Sitvativn of the Squad on and its Men,
[ thought it beit for His Maj:{ty’s Seivice to remain
at Anchor here, and to fet about the Repairs of the
Hull, Mafts and Rigging of the feveral Ships,
whillt the Sick cnjoy every Bencfit of Frefh Meat,
Vegetables, and Wine, on Shdre, for their Reco-
very.

1 have the Satisfaftion to inform their Lordfhips,
that I fhail be able to remaft the Moamouth by the
End of this Month, from the fpare Stores en Board
the feveral Shlps; and that the Damage they fuf-
tained in the lat Engagement will be every Way
wrade good aboat that Time,

Abfral of the Killed and Wounded on Board His
Majefly’s Ships, wix.

Ships. Killed, Wound-d. Tctal.
Superbe, 59 96 155
Exeter, 4 40 44
Magnanime, -~ a 7
Monmouth, 45 icz ';4.7
Monarca, 7 28 35
Worcefter, 8 26 34
Burford, 6 36 4z
Eag?e, — 22 22
Hero, 2 1 '
Sultan, —_ ; lg
iis; & 5t 57

137 430 567

_Among the Killed were the following Officers,
ViZ.
Superbe. Two Lientenants, Mafter.
* Menmoush., One Licutenant of Marines.
Wircefler. One Lieutenant,
Burford, QCne Lientenant of Marines.

Names not mentioned.

Extralt of a Lerter from Sir Edward Hughes ts
Mpr. Stephens, dared on Board His Majefly’s
Ship Superbe, in Trincamale Bay, Fune 2,

. 1782. _

I HAVE the particular Pleafure to advile you,

for their Lordfhips Information, That His

Majefty’s Armed Tranfport the Royal Charlot e

joined ‘me in this Bay To-day, and brings Advice

of the fafe Arival of His Majelly’s Armed

Tranfports the San Carlos, Refolution, and Railkes,

with the Porpoife Storefhip, at Madras. On their

Paflage round Ceylon, they were chafed by Feur

Ships of the Enemy’s Squadron, Eighteen of

which they faw at Anchor off Batacalo, a Dutch

Port on this Ifland, about Twenty Leagues tc the

Southward of Trincamale, but loft them in the

Night, from which and other Intelligence 1 have

good Reafon to believe the Whole of the French

Squadron under Monf. Souffrein is new these.
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