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‘From ¢ ay March 39,
Admiralty Office, ‘April z,,1782.
Copy of a Letter framsCaptain Pole, of His Mal;
jefly's Ship the Suceefs, of 32 Guas and.zzo
Alen, to Mr. Stephens, dared at Spithead bz
soth of March, 178z.. . - J
SIR, . c
HAVE the Honor to defire you will inform |
'My Lords: Commiffibners of tite Admiralty, 1
Thar on the 16th Inftant, at Daylight, in
Latitude 33 : 40 North, Czpe Sparte] bearing
E. N. E. Eiglizen Leagues, with the Wind at
S. W. ftandingz Tur the Gur, ‘with -the--Vernon-
- Storefhip, we diftovered’ a Sail right ahead, clofe
havled on the Larboard-Tack : As {oon as 1 could
difcove; her Hull from the Ma®head, which the
Haze and lofty Poop magnified, 1 mddaithe Ver-
non’s Signal to hacl the Wind on -ther$tarboard !
Tack, ‘and maké all Suil ; foon’ after haukd .car
Vind, the firange Sail tacked and gavdr@hace ;
at Half pift Two P. M7 finding the Chace gained
on the Vernon, I fhortened Sail to let her go ahead,
amd tken brought-to,-in-Hopes. av-lealt to make
him fhorten Sail, and divert his Astention from the
Ship under my Convay. We foon afierdifcovered .
him to be only a large Frigate-Wwith a Poop: Ara
Jitde afier Five he hoifted Spanith Enfign, with'a
broad Pendant, and fired 2 Gun: At 5ix, being
within Random Shot aftern of me, [ wore, and.
ftemmed for his Lee Bow, till we had.juft Di-
ftance fefficient to weather him ; then hauled clofe
athwart ‘his Forefoot, giving him bur whole Fire
withih “HalfRftol- Shor; paffed clofe to Wind.
ward engaging, while the Enemy, expe®ing us
to Leeward) "were firing their Lee. Guns 1otg
the Water;. 'the Diforder our firk Firei threw
them into they did rot recover. . We then wore,
and placed ourfelves to great Advantage, whica
our Superiority of failing allowed wdto do, fuppori-
ing, without Intcrmiffion, a molt aftonifhing clofe
and well-ferved Fire, at never more than Half Ca.
ble Diftance, till thie Enemy ftruck, which was about:
Twenty Minutes paft Eight. She proved to be th
Santa Catalina, Don- Mig. Jacon Commander, of
Thirty-four Guns, Twenty-fix long Spanifh Twelves |
on the Bdain deck, and Eight Six-pounders on the
Quarter-deck. The Number of Men I have not been!
able to afcertain. We have on Board 286 Prifoaers.
The Captain and Officers fay they had between 23
and 30 killed, and only 8 wounded.. Don Mig' Jacon
is a Captain in the Line, hdth a diflinguifhirg Pen-
dant as fuch, and is fenidr Officer of the Frigates
cruizing cff the Straits ; had a very particular De.
foription of the Succefs- fent him, whom he was
particularly dire@led to look™ out for; had been
craizing Three Weeks for us3 had feen us Four
‘Times, chaced us Twice with-a-Squadron &f Four
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‘|.20d SiuSail, From whom he parted Two Days be-

fore: e fpeaks with mueh Difpleafure of the Be-
Savicur of his Shipls Companys .Liestunant Qakew
ly, wiom | hadd uppointed to take Charge of the
.Prize," was indefarizable ja-clezring the Wrech.
Her, Mizegsmaft £}l (ome Time before fhe ttrock ;

i her Aajo.meft in 2 thort Time afier, and her Forc

matt mal ppse dhared the fame F:e, |if the Wanr
‘bad not buen rem: rkably fasocth’s im fhert, withou
sfluming much Prefumption, I may add, our Guns
did as much Execution in little Time as cou!d have
.been dorie;"her Hull svas”1iké"a Sieve, the Shot
going thibugli'both’ Sides. From this State of tle
:Prize, their Lordfhips may imagine my Hopes of
getting her to Port were not very fanguine: W hilit
;we were end€avouring to fecure the Foremait, and
had §Bft; repaired .our own Daimages, which were
‘confliderable in our Yards, Mafts :and -Sails, .zt
:Day light of the 18th, Six Sail appeércd' in Sight,
"Two- Frigates ffom whom had.chaced and were rés
'connoitring us; I.inftantly ordered the Vernon to
make all Sail, -hoifted all my Boats out, fent on
Board for .Lieutenant Oakely and the Scamen,
with Orders to fet Fire to the Santa Catalina be-
fore he.left_her. -She blew .upin & Quarter. of an
Houar, the Wind being at 8. E. I made -all .Sail
‘from the..8#% Sail, . and defermined on proceeding .
with the Vernon ta.Madeira.. flie being now in Want
.of Provifions, and Water. .. We had now 286 Pri
foners-un Board, whofz. [atentian o attempt rifing
we had fortunately ifcovered, encouraged by the
Superioiity of Numbers, which appeared very fhri-
hngtethem, ooi° - s : “ o
. The fpirited Behaviour of every Officer, and of
the Ship’h: Cimpany, is fuperior to my I'raife; their.
real Value and Merit upon this Occafien hath fhewn
itfelf in‘much fironger and more expieflivé Terms,
than I am  Mafler of ;. but,it.filll becames a Duty
incumbent on me, to reprefent them to their Lord-
thips as. deferving their Favop and Prosedtion ; 1
haver particular Pleafure in fo. doing. Fieutenant
M<Kinley, (2d) aflited by Mr. James, Mafler, were
very afidwods id gering the Syccéfs’s Damages re-
paired as well as they could admit. Lieatenant
Povinall, of the Marines, by the greatelt Attention
and good Example, formed a Party that wéanld
do Honoar to Vetéran Soldiers. Indeed, Sir, the War-
rant, Petty, Able, &c. did their Duty in fo-noble a
Manner; that I feel myfelf liappy in rendering them
my public Thanks. I fhall hope, if their Lordfhips
are pléafed to’ confider.the. Condaét of the Suecefs
on this Occalion as deferving their Notice, that they
will permit me to recommend the Firkt Lieutenant
to their Favor. From:the Reports given me fince,
it adds to my Satisfaftion to know, that, had I not.
bean “obliged to. fet Fire to the Catalina, fhe could
not have fvam, a‘WGale of Wind coming an imme.
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