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From ^at;jt-3£jp March 35, to Cf^-J-p April 2j- tySl. 

Admiralty Office, "April 2, .1782. 
Copy as a Letter .'fir&msGaptkin Fide, cf His MaZ\ 

jests s Ship the Success, ofi 32 Guns and. 220 
Men, th Mr.- Stephens, dated at Spithead ths-
30th ifMarch, 1782. . 

S I R , 

I H A V E the -Honor to defire you vvill inform 
"Mv Lords'* Commiffibsiers of she -Admiralty, 
Tliat on t h e , 16th Instant, at Dayljght , in 
Latitude'35 : 40 Nor th , Cape Sparse! bearing 

E . N . E. EV.',;!•.;.-en Leagues, with the Wind at 
S. W . stand:r:-r fur the G u t , With th-'--Verno'nt 
SToreffiip, we discovered a Sail r ight ahead, close 
hauled on the Larboard-Tack : As soon as I could 
discovej her Hull from the Ma"Thead, vvhich the 
Haze and lofty Poop-magnified, 'I midd-tltt" Ver** 
non's Signal, to haul the Wind onjtfce*-starboard 
Tack, - ' and make ail Sail ? soon1 after 'hatiHd. o*ar 
W i n d , the strange .Sail tacked and gavk-'Chrtce ; 
at Half 'past'Two P. M s finding the-Chace'gainfed 
on the Vernon, I shortened Sail ro let her go a-head, 
ami then brought-to-,-in-Hopes a-t^least t o m a k e 
him shorten Sail, and diveit his Attention from the 
Ship under my Convoy. We soon after*discovered 
him to be only a large Frigate-vvitfh a Poop : A r a 
little after Five he hoisted Spanish Ensign, with a 
broad Pendant , and fired a Gun : At Six, being 
within Rand-cm Shot astern of me, I wore, and 
stemmed for his Lee Bow, till we had just D i ­
stance sufficient to weather him ; then hauled close 
a thwar t 'h is Forefoot, g iv ing him Our whole Fire 
within Halfi-fitstdi Shot-* passed close to Wind-
ward engaging, vyliile the Enemy, expecting^ ns 
to Leeward*}' were -firing therr L e e . Guns into' 
the Wa te r ; , 'she Disorder our first Firei 'threhv 
them into they did rot recover. We then wore, 
and placed ourselves to great Advantage, which. 
our Superiority of failing allowed iri 'to do, support­
ing, without Intermission, a most astonishing close 
atid Well-served Fire, at never more than Half Ca­
ble Distance, till the Enemy struck, which'was about 
Twenty Minutes past Eight. She proved to be thd1 

Santa Catalina, D o n ' M i g . Jaconi Commander, of 
Thirty-four Guns , Twenty-six long Spanish Twelves . 
o n t h e Main deck, and Eight Six-pounders on the 
Quarter-deck. T h e Number of Men I have not been, 
able to ascertain. We have on Board 286 Prisoners. 
T h e Captain and Officer fay they had between 25 
and 30 killed, and only 8 wounded.. Don Mig" Jacon 
is a Captain in the Line, hath a distinguishing Pen­
dant as such, and is seni6r Officer of the Frigates 
cruizing eff the Straits; had a very particular De­
scription of the Success- sent him, whom he was 
particularly directed to look* out for; had been 
cruizing Three Weeks for u s ; had seen us Four 
T imes , chaced us Twice 'with a Squadron of Four 

[ 'Pr ice Three-pence-Halfpenny. '} • • 

nnd Si'e'-Sail. -from whom he parted T w o Dnyi be­
fore : H e speaks wkh muiii Displeasure of the Be-
••avi..-!*-* ofhis Ship's Compa.iyj' -Licut-jnant Oakc-*' 
iy, \v.:oin 1 hrA] qijiointed to take Charge o£ the 
Prize,"'W;JS incjefui^ble ia cie-r.ring the Wrecf:. 
Her^iVl_izen.*m'ist fcl\. some Time before shê  struck ; 

j her AIain-.rrt?st in a short T ime afer , and her Forc-
I nijalt must-^ffVe;shared the same F i t e , .if the Water 

had not been rem:rkab!y snjoeth ; ^in short, without 
.-".siuming much Presumption, I may add, our Guns 
did as much Execution in little l i m e as could have 
been, done;, her Hull* .vvas like" a Sieve, the Shoe 
going through both Sides. From this State of ti.e 

NPrize, their Lordships* may imagine my Hopes of 
getting her to Port were not very sanguine : \\ hilst 
'vve were endeavouring to secure the Foremast, and 
'had jlist; repaired our own D .images, which were 
'considerable- in our Yards,- Masts .and Sails, .r.t 
iDay light of the 18th, Six Sail appeared in Sight, 
(Two- Frigates from whom had-chaced and were re* 
connoitring u s ; 1-instantly ordered the Vernon to 
make all Sail, hoisted all my Boats out, sent on 
Board for Lieutenant Oakely and the Stamen, 
with Orders to set Fire to the Santa Catalina be ­
fore he, left, her. She blew sup in a Quarter of an 
Hour, the Wind being at S. E. I made all .Sail 
from jthjCh.Sii Sai l , . and determined on proceeding 
with the Vernon to.Madeira.. (fie being now in W a n t 

4of Provisions* 2nd Water. . . W e had novv 286 Pri-
foners-on Board, whose, sfltctntia-a to attempt rising 
we had fortunately "discovered, encouraged by the 
Superioiity of Num birrs, vvhich appeared very stri-
king'ctcbthfm. ; j t **-••• / 

T h e spirited Behaviour of every Officer, and of 
thef S i a p ^ G i m p a n y , is superior to my Praise ; their 
real Value and Merit lipon. this Occasion hath fliewn, 
itself in 'much stronger and more expressive T e r m s , 
than I am. I Master of ;. .but-it-still becames-a Du ty 
incumbent on me, to represent them'to their Lord­
ships as. deserving their - Favor and Protection ; I 
hava* particular pleasare in so.daing. l ieu tenant 
M'Kin'ley, (2d) assisted by Mr. J a m « ; Matter, were 
Very.a'ffidoofii-'i J* getting the •Stfccesa's Damages r e ­
paired as well as they could admit. Lieutenant 
Pownall, of the Marines, by the greatest Attention 
and good Example, formed a Party that w6nld 
do Honor to Veteran Soldiers. Indeed, Sir, the W a r -
ranr, Petty, Able, &c. did their Duty in so*noble a 
•Manner,: that I feel myself happy in rendering them 
my public Thanks . I shall hope, if thtir Lordsliips 
are'pleafed to ' consider.the. Conduct of the Success 
on this Occasion as deserving their Notice, that they 
will permit me to recommend the First Lieutenant 
to their Favor. From-the Reports given me since, 
it" adds to my Satisfaction to know, that, had I not. 
been -t>bliged to set Fire to theCataHia , ibe could 
not have swam, a GrJe of Wind coming on imme-
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