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e in Readinéfs ‘té'réceive Troops precifely at Ten
o’Clock 3 with®h¥fe I hoped {u pafs the Infunury

.ﬁhﬁhg.tﬁé’f,'{ﬁ‘f \E’A;ba.néoslx ur Baggage, :and
Jaaving a~Pit cff&)cn‘t to ca}hilq}:agﬁé,félrﬁihé Town’s
Y« ople, and fb?‘?btz:gi'qlé g 1\?i:!g.\ix’n_déﬁ i on which
Sigpett a-Toester wils réady Yo be delivered to Ge-

.neral-Wafllington. ~After miakiag nty Arrange-

. mients with the utmoft Secrecy,” she Light lufancy,

g - 7 gae? S ad . -
,greateft Parc of. the” Guards,” and-Part of the 23d
Regiment, embarked .at the Holir appointed, and
Amott of them. landed at Glducefter; but at this cn-
.tical Moment the Weather, from -bejig. moderate
-and calm, changed to.a moft vicleat Storm of W.ind
.and Rain, and drove all the Boars, fome of which
:had ‘Troops on Board, down the River. Tt was))
.foon evident that the intended Paflage was imprac-
ticable, and the Abfence of the Boats rendered
vit equaily impoflible 1o bring back the 'roops
that had paffcd, which I had ordered, about ['wo
.0’Clack in the Morning. In this Stwdatien, withuny
Jdittle Force divided, the Enemy’s Batteries opencd
.at Day-break. ‘I'hePaflage between this Place and
Gloucetter was much expoled ; but the Boats haying-
.now returned, they were ordered to b}:ing back the
“Troops that had pafled during che Night, and they-
sjoined us in the Forenoon without much Lo%s. Our ]
:Works in the mean Time were going to Ruin; aad
rot having been able to firengthen them by Abbauis,
.nor in any other Manver than by a fhight Fraiziag,
«which .the Enemy's Artillery were . demohihizg |
«wherever they fired, my Opinion eniirely comcicea
with that of .the Engineer and principal Officers .of*
.the Army, that they were in many Parts very aflsil-
able inthe Forewoon, and that by the Continvance ;
.cf the. fame Fire for a few Hours longer, they would
«be in fuch a State as to render it defperate with our
-Numbers to attempt to maintain them. .We at that
Time could not fire a fingle Gun, only One-eight
Jdnch, and lictle more than One Hundred Cohorn
Shells remained ; a Diverfion by the French Ships
.of War, that lay at the Mouth of York River, was
:1o be expetted; our Numbers had been diminithed
_by the Enemy’s Fire, but particulasly by Sickaets ;
.2and the Strength and Spinits of thofe inthe Works
were much exhaufted by the Tatigue of conftant’
Watching and unremiuing Duty. Under all thefe:
.Cirqumttances, I thought it would have been wanton
and inhuman to the laft Degree to facrifice the Lives,
~©f this {mall Body of gallant Soldiers,” who had ever
behaved with fo much Fidelity and Courage, by
.expoling thera to an Affault, which, from the Num-
bers and -Precaations of the .Enemy, could not fail’
to {ucceed.
.¥ have the Honor to inclofe to your Excellency the”

.Copy of.the Correfpondence between General Wath-«f

ington and rie Gh that Subje®t, and thie Terms of
. Capitalation agrepd uwpon. 1 dfincerely lament that
_better could not be obtained ; but I have negleéted”
«acthing.to alleviate the Misfortunes and Diltrefs of
:both Officess "and Soldiers. The Men are well
<clothed and provided with Neceflaries, and Ltruft
will bt regularly fupplied, by the Means of the
.Officers "thit. are permitted ‘to remain with them. -
The Treatffient in| general that we have received
«from the Enemy, firice our Surrender, has been per- -
fettly 'good and proper ; but the Kindnefs and At-
;.aeqi’lé\'i that has béen fhewn .to us by the French
+Offiters in particular, their delicate Senfibility of*
eur-yitdation]* their generous and prefling Offers’of
Money, both publick and privdte, to any Amount,
.has really gone beyond what I can poflibly deferibe,
.and will, I hope, make dn Impreffion on the Breaft |
.of every Britith Officer, wheneyer .the Fortune of
War {hopld.gut anyﬁ‘dﬁ them. into our Power.
Althéuffithe-Event has been {0 unfortanate, the’
;Patience .of the’ Soldiers in bearing the greateft.Fa:
tigtes, and _r.h%ixﬂ Firrinefs and Intrepidity under-a
_perievering . Fire of Shot 'and_ Shells that I believe,

‘hatf=not otten’beeh exceeded, déférved the higheft '
« Comimendiiion and Pegife. ™ “7 "7 :
A fuccefsful Defence hoivever iﬁ_aﬁg‘iiihatiqu was.
.pethifips impofible; for the Place culd .only(be
‘rectoned an intrenched Carmp; {ubje& in molt-Plyces.
.to ¢nfilade, and the Ground jn genéial fo difadvan:
~tagh u§,that'ﬁo‘iﬁfng but. the Neceflic 6f'-'fortif,y'irjg.'
st ad a Pdlf16 prore@ the Navy could have induceg,
anfi®Perfon tb ere&t; Works, apon it ;. our Force di;
minjthed“gaily by Bicknefs, andGther Lolles, and:

I therefore propofed to capitulate; and 1

Side, to Lile mote than 2,200 Rank 2nd Filz ¢
for Duty, inclading Officers, Servants and Artificers;
-anid” at- Gfoucefter about 6oo, incruding Cavabiy.
The Epemy’s Army. confifted of npwards of 8250
-French, nearly as many Continentals, and ;6§3
Militia.” Tbey brought an immenle Train of leasy
Artillery, moft amply furnifhed with Ammpaitier;
and perfellly well manned, The.conftant aid uni-
verfal Chearfulnefs and Spirit of the Officers, in ail
Hardfhip and Danger, delerve my warmeft Acknow-
ledgements; and { havé Been particularly indebted
to Biigadicr General @<Hara and to Lieutenant
Lolorel- Aberciomby, the Térwer commanding on
the Right and the lacter on thz ‘Lef, fo: taci: Acten-
tion and Exertion on every Gecalion. The Deiach-
ment of .the 25d Regiment and Marines in the Re-
doubt on the Right, commanded by Capuain Ap-
thorpe, and the.fubfequent Detachments commanded
by Licutenant Colonel Johufon, deferve pa:ticular
Commendation. Captain Ruchfort who.commanded
 the Artillery, and indeed every Officer and Soidier
. of that diftinguithed Corps, and Lieatenant Suzicr-
land the Commandiag Eongineer, have merited in
every Refpe my highett Approbation; and [ can.
nat fufficiently acknowledge my Obligations to Cap-
tain Symonds, who commanded His Majefty’s Ships,
and to the other Officers and Seamen of the Navy, -
for their zealous and adtive Co-operation. o

I tranfinit Returns of our Killed and Wounded ;
the Lofs of Seamen and Town's People was like-
-wife confiderable.

T truft thac your Excellency will p'eafe to haften
the Return of the Bonetta afier landing her Paffenger:,
in Compliance with the Article of Capitolaticn,

Lieutenant Colonel Abercromby will shave the
Honor to deliver this Difpatch, and is well qualified
to explain to your Excellency every Parricular re-
lating to cur paft and prefent Situation.

I have the Honor to0 be, &c.
{ Signed ) CORNWALLIS.

Copy of a Letter from Lisutenant-General Earl Corn-
awallis to General Wafbingion, deted York, ix
Firginiay Ofober 17, 1781.

SIR, .
PROPOSE « Ceflation of Hoflilities for
Twenty-four Hours; and that Two Officers

may be appointed by -cach’Side, to meet at Mr.
Moore’s Houfe, to fettle Terms for the Surrender .
of the Pofts of York and Gloucefter. || '
:1-have the Honor 10 be, &c.
‘(Signed) CORNWALLIS.

Copy of a Letter from General Wafbingion to Lica-
tenant-General Earl Cornavallis, dated Camp
bofore York, Osber 17, 1781.

| MY.LORD,,

E HAVE had. the Honor of receiving your Lozd-

fhip’s Letter of this Date. .
An ardent Defire to fpare the further Effuon of

Blocd will readily incline me to lifien to fich Terms -

for the Surrender of your Pofts, as are admiflible.

I with, previous to the Meeting of Commiflion- :

may be fent to the American Lines; for which
Purpofe, a Sofpenfion of Hoettilities, during Two’

granted.
- have the Honor 1o be, &c.
(Signed) GEOQ. WASHINGTON.

“Copy of a Letter from Earl Cornwallis to General
Wafbington, dated York in Firginia, O&ober 175,
1281, Haif paft Four, P. M, .
SIR, . A
I HAVE this Moment been been honored witt
A .your Excellency’s Letter dated this Day. ~The

| mit of entering into the Detail of Articles; bus the -

York and Gloucefter thall be Prifoners of War with
the .coftomary, Honors ; and for the Corvenience
-of the Individpals which-I-have the EHonor to
command, that the Britifhi thall be fent to Eritis,
. and the Germans to, Germany, usder Engagementu)

was redyced when ‘we ofered 10 capittate; on ”ﬁfi‘s‘;l

that:all Arms and Public Stores fhall be delivercd
. op

ers, that your Lordlbip’s Propofals, in Writing, |

\

Hours from the Delivery of this Letter, will be

JoN

Bafis of my Propofals will be, that the Garrifons of -

Time Jimited for fending my Anfwer wiil not ad-., ;

13

.ot 1o ferve agaiolt, France, America,. of) theid -
Alics,, until releafed, -or regularly excharped.sir '



