go0 Militia. that had takeg Poft there, only the
Evening before,*under the Command. of General

.« < Davidfon, . Their General, and Two or Thiee

4

.. tion with him at Guoildford.
to colle@ the North Carolina Militia, and having |

. other Officers, were among the killed ; the Number

of wounded was uncertamn,-and a few were taken,

Prifonérs. On. our Side Liedienant-Célonel Hall
and Three Men were killed, and Thirty-fix wounded,
" all of the Light Infanuy and Grenadiers of the
~Guards. By this. Time the Rear of the Column
had®joined, and the whole having paffed with the

‘gieateft Difpatch, I detached Lieutenant-Colonel

Tatlewwn, with the Cavalry and 23d Regiment, to
purfue the routed Militia; a few were fson killed

or taken, and Lieutenant-Colonel Tarleton having"

learned, 3 or 400 of the neighbouring Militia were
to affembie that Day at Tarrank’s Houle, about 10
Miles from the Fora, leavinhg his lotantry, he went
on with the Cavalry, and finding the Militia as "ex-
pected, he, with excellent Condu& and great 3pirit,
attacked them infautly, and totally routed them,
with little Lofs on his Side, and oa their’s between
40 and go killed, wounded or Prifoners. This
Swoke, with oar Paflage of the Ford, fo effeftually
difpirited the Militia, that we et with no further
Oppofition on our March to the Yadkin, through
one of the moft Rebellious Tralls in America.

During tﬁis Time, the Rebels having, quitted Be-

- attie’s Ford, .Lieutenant-Colonel- Webfier was pafl-

ing his Detachment and the Baggage of the Army:
This had become tedious and difhcult by the Con-

tinuance of the Rain and the Swelling of the River ;9
- but all joined us {oon after Dark, &bout Six Miles

£rom Beattie’s Ford, The other Fords were like-
. wife abandoned by the Enemy. The greateft Pant
of the Militia difperfed ;. and General Morgan with
. his Corps marched -all that Afternr~on, and the fol-
lowing Night, towards Saiifbury. We purfued

rext Morning, in” Hopes to intercept him be-

. tween the Rivers; and after firogpling with maoy
Difficalties, arifing from fwelled Crecks and bad

Roads, -the Guards came up with his Réar, in the.

Evening of the 3d, routed it, and tovk 2 few Wag.
gons, at the Trading Ford of the Yadkin, He
had paffed the Body of his Infanty in Flats, and
his Cavalsy .and Waggons by the Ford, during that
Day and the preceding Night ; bur at the Time of
our- Ariival the Boats were frcured on 'the other
Side, and the Ford had become impallible. The
River continuing to rife, and the Weather appear-
ing unfettled, "I determined to march ¢p. the Upper

Fords, after pracuring a fmall Supply of ‘Provifions{

‘at Salitbury. - This, and the Height of the Creeks
in our Way, detained me T'wo Days; and in that

Time Morgan having quitted the Banks of the Ri- |.
ver, I had Information from our Friends, who croi-.

fed in Canoes, that General Greene’s Army was
marching with the utmoit Difpatch to form a Janc-
Nort having had 1'ime

received no Reinforcement from Virginia. l concly-
ded that he would do every Thing in his Power to
avoid an Aétion on the South Side of the Dan; and

it being my Intereft to force him o fight, I made.
great Expedition, and got between him and the

. Upper Fords; and being affured that the Lower

Fords are feldom pralticable in Winter, and that he.

could not colleét many Flats at any of -the Feyries,
"1 was in great Hopes that he would not efcape me
without receiving 2 Blow. :

Nothing could exceed the Paiience and Aléfrity

of the Officers and Soldiers, under every Species of’

Hardfhip and Fatigue, in'endeavouring to overtake
him 3 bur our Intelligence upon this Occafion was
exccedingly defé&ive, which with heavy Rains, bad
Roads, and the Paffage of many deep Creeks, and
"Bridges deftroyed by the Enemy’s Light Troops,
rendered all our Exertions vain; for, upon our
Agrival at Boyd’s Ferry, on the 15th, we. learned
that his Rear Goard had got over the Night before,
his Bagpagd and Main Body having pafled the pre-

cediag Day, at that and a neighbouring Ferry,’

-where mote Flats had been colle€ted than had been
reprefented 1o me as poflible. My Force- being iil
fuited to enter by that Quarter fo powerful a Pro-
‘vince as Virginia, and Norrh Carolina being in the
utmoft Confufion, after giving the Troops a Halt
of One Day, 1 proceeded by eafy Marches to Hilll-
borough, where [ erelled the King’s Standard, and

invited, by Proclamation, all loyal Subje@s to re-
pair to ‘it, and to ftand forth snd ‘tuke an aétive
Part in afliiting me to reftore Order and Conftitu-
tional Government.

Rivers, 1 d'égached Lieutepant Colonel Tarleton on
the 23d, with the Cavalry%nd a fmall Body of In-

| fantry, to prevent their being interrapted in affem-
Bling. Unluckily a Detachment of the Rebel Light .

Troops had crofled the ame Day, and by Accident
fell in with about Two Huundred of cur Friends,
under Colonél Pyle, on their Way to Hillfborough,
who, miltaking the Rebels for. Lieutenant-Colonel
Tarleton's Corps, allowed themfelves to be fur-
rounded, .and a Number of them were mo#t inhu-
manly butchéred; when begging for Quarter, with-
out making the leaft Refittance. The fame Day I
had certain Intelligence that General Greene, hav-
ing been reinforced, had recroffed the Dan, which
rendering it imprudeat to leparate my Corps, oc-
cafioned_the Retall of Licutenant-Colonel Tarle-
‘ton’s' Detachment; and Forage and Provifions being
fcarce in the Neighbourhood of Hilltborough, as
well as the Pofition too diltant (upon the Approach
of the Rebel Army)’ for the Prete@ion of the Body
of our Friends, I judged it expedient to crofs the
Haw, and encamped near Allamance' Creek, de-
taching Lientenant Colonel I'arleton, with the Ca-
valry, Light Company of the Guards; and, 150
Men of Lieutenant-Colonel: Webler's Brigade, a
few Miles from me on the Road to Deep River,

more effectually to-cover the Cotintry.

General Greene’s Light Troeps foon made their

Appearance; and on the 2d a Patrole having re- -

ported, that they had feen both Cavalry and Infaa-
try near to his Poft, I direfted Licutenant-Colonel
Tarleton to move forward, with proper Precavtions,
and endeavour to difcover the Défigns of the Ene-
my. He bad not advanced far, when he fell in
with a confiderable Cotps, which he immgdiately
attacked and routed ; but being ignorant of their .
Force, and whether they were fupporied, with great

Prudence defifted from Purfuic: He foon'learned from

‘Prifonérs that thofe he had beat were Lee’s Legion,
3 or, 400 back Mountain Men under Colonel, Préfton,
with a Number of Militia; and that General Greene,

‘with Part of his ‘Army, was notfar diftant.. Ounr -

Sitwaion for the former few Days had beén amongtt
timid Friends, and adjoining to inveterate Rebeis :
Between them, I hud been totally deftitute of ‘In-
formation, which loft me’a very favourable Oppor-
tunity of attacking the Rebel Army, General
Greene fell back to Thomplon’s Houfe; near Boyd's
Ford, on the Reedy Fork ; wut his Light Troops and
Milida £}l remained ncar us, . and as T.was intormed
that they were poftud.carelefsly af feparate Plasta-’
tions, for the Convenience of fubfifting. I marched
on the 6th i drive them in, and (g attack General
Greere, if an Qpportunity offerdd” | Juccéeded
cowpletcly in the firft, ana .1 Weitkell's Mill ou the

‘Reedy Fork, whare they nmiade ¢ Stand, the back -

I

Moun:ain Med, and lome VigludMiluy, fuffered
confiderably, with hele Lolv on ouwr 825 but a

" iimely and precipitare Revreat e-er the Haw pres

vented the Jatter.  f knew spor the Vitgini. Remn-
forcements were upon th:ir March, and it wes ap.

parcnt that the Knemy wuuld, if poffble, avoid:

riquing an Adtion before their Arival,
The Neighbourkiood of. the Fords of the Dan in

_their Kear, aud the exreme Difficulty of fubfifting -
my [roops .in that exhautted Lountry, patting ic. =
out of my Power 1o force then,, my- Refolution was

to give our Friexds Time to join us, by covering
their Country as effectually- as pofiible, confiftent

“with the Sabfifie ice of the Troop:, ftilt approach-

. . ¢ . ; . . T
ing the Comrnunication wiih our Shipping in Cape
Fear River, wtirh {.faw it would foon become in-

difpenfably neceffor; 0 open, on Account of the =
Sufferings of the Army, from the Want of Sup--

plics of every Kiad; at, the famg Time I was de-
termined to fight the Rebel Army, if it approached
me, being convirted that it would be impoffible to
fucceed in that great Cbieét of our arduous Cam-
paign, the Callirg forth the numerous Loyalifts of -
North Carolina, whilt 2 Doubt remained on their
Minds of the Superiority of our Arms. With thefe
Views I h1d moved to the. Quaker Meeting, in the

.Forks of Decp River, on the 13th, and ¢nh the 14th

I reccived the Ioformation, which cecafioned the
: Movements

A
] ~

As 4 conliderable Body of .
Friends were faid to refide between the Haw and Deep




