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Whitthall, iné 4, 1781

Aid de Camp to Lieutenant-
- "General Earl Corniwallis, arrived

“from Charles=Town, South Carolina, with

Difpatches from his Lordfhip, and Lieu-

-tenant-Colonel*Balfour, to the Right Ho--
_norable Loord George Germain; One of

Majefty’s Principal Secrgtaries of State,

" of which the following are Copies and

Extra&s: . ‘ ‘
Guildford, March 17, 1781,

HAVING Océalin to- difpatch my Aid He

Camp, Captain Brodrick, with the Particu. |

lars of the Ation of the 15th, in Compli-

“ance with general Direftions from 3ir Henry-Clin~
ston, I fhall embrace the Opportunity to give your
* Lordfhip an Account of the Operations of the
Troops under my Cominand, previous to that

Event, and of thofe fubfequent, until the Departure-
of Captain Brodrick. .
My Plan for the Winter’s Campaign was to’pe-

netrate into North Carolina, leaving South Caro-

lina in Security agsinft any probable Attack in my
Abfence. . . L
Lord Rawdon, , with. a -confiderable Body of
Troops, had Charge of the defenfive, and 1 pro-
ceeded .about -the Middle of January upon the of-
fenfive Qperations. I decided-to march by the Up-
per, . in Preference to the Lower Roads, leading
into North Carolira, becaufe Fords being frequent
above. the Forks of the Rivers, my Paffage there

. could not eafily be obltruéted ; and General Greene

having taken Poft on the Pedee, and there being
few Fords in any of -the.great Rivers of this Coun-
xry below their Forks, efpecially-in Wiater, I ap-
prehended.being much delayed, if not entirely pre-
vented from penetrating: by the ‘latter Route. [
was th_g mote. induced to prefer this Route, as I

hoped in my Way to be able to deftroy or drive out.

of South Carolina the Corps of the Enemy com-
manded by Generzl Morgan, which threatened our
valuahle Diftri& of Nirety-fix ;. and I likewife
hoped by rapid.Marches. to be between General

Greene and Virginia, and by that Means force him

to fight, without receiving any Reinforcement from
thar Provinge, or, failing of that, to oblige him to
quit North Carolina with'Precipitation, and thereby
encourage our Friends to make good their Promifes
of a generak Rifing, to afit me in Re-eftablifhing
His Majefly’s Government, - i

The unfortunate. .Affair - 6f the 1yth of January
was a very unexpelted and fevere Blow; however,
being thoroughly fenfible that defenfive Meafures
waunld be certain Ruin to the Affairs of Britain in
the Southern-Colonies, this Event did not deter me
from prafecuting the original Plan. -

That (General Greene might be uncertain of m
intended Route.as long as poflible, I had left Ge-

neral .Leflie at .Campden, until I was feady to

move from Wynnefborough, and “he Wwas now
within 2 March of me. I employed the 18th in
forming 2 Junéion with him, and in tolléiting the
Remains of Lieutenant-Colonel Tarleton’s Corps;
after which great Exertions were made by Part of
the.Army, without Baggage, to retake our Prifon-

. ers, . and to intercept Genera]l Morgan's Corps, onf

i’s, Retreat to-:the Catawba; but the Celerity of
their Movements,. :and -the Swelling of the number-
lefs Creeks in our Way, fendered all our Efforts
fraislefs, I therefore alfembled the Army on the

{ Price Seven-Pence. ]

\HIS ‘Morning Captain Brodrick,

2‘5‘thla'tv Ramfoure’s Mill;: on the South Fark of thé
Catawba ; _and as the Lofs"'of my Light Trdops

.could only be remedied by the AQivity of.the whole

Corps, 1 employed a Halt of Two Days in colleé@t=
ing {ome Flour, and in deftroying fuperfnous Bag=
gage, -and all my Waggons, except thofe loaded

-with Hofpiwl Stores, Salt: and -Ammunition, and
Four. .referved empty in Reéadinefs for Sick of

Wounded.. In this Meafure, though at the Expence
of a great deal of Officers Baggage, and of ail
Profped in Future of Rum, and even a regalar Sup=
ply of Provifions to the Soldiers, I muft, in Juflice

.ta’ this Army, fay, thatthere was the moft general

and chearful Acquiefcence. .

In the mean Time the Rains had rendered the
North Catawba impaffable, and Gener:] Morgan’s
Corps, the Militia of the Rebelliovs Counties of
Rowan and Mecklenburgh under General Davidfon,
or the Gang of Plunderers ufually under the Com-
mand of General Sumpter, not then recovered from
his Wounds, had occupied all the Foids in a Space
of more than Forty Miles vpwards from the Fork.
I approachied the River; during its Height, by fhort

"Marches, {o as to. give the Enemy eqval Appre.
henfions for feveral Fords; and, after having pro-

cured che beft Information in my Power, 1 refolved
w attempt the Paflage at a private Ford (then
flightly guarded) near M‘Cowan’s Ford, on the .
Morning of the ft of Febtuary, ' ]

Lieutenant-Colonels Webiter was ‘detached with
Part'of the Army, and all the Baggage, to Beat-
tie’s Ford, Six Miles above M‘Cowan’s; whete Ge-
neral Davidfon was fuppofed to be pofted with oé
Militia, and was direéled to make every poflible De- .
monftration, by cannanading and ctherwife, of an
Inteation to force a Paffage there; and I merched
at One in the Morning, with the Brigade of
Guards, Regiment of Bofe, 23d Regiment, Twa
Hundred Cavalry, and Two Three-pounders; to
the Ford fixed. upon for the real Attempt.” Thé
Morning being very dark and rainy, and Part of
our Way through a Wood, where there was no

Road, One of the Three-pounders, in Front of the
. 23d Regiment, and the Cavalry, overfet in a Swamp,,

and occafioned thofe-Corps -to lofe the Liné of

March; and fome of the Artillery Men belonging

to the other Gun (Ore. of whom had the Match)
having ftopped. to affift, were likewife left behind,
The Head of the Column, in the mean while, ars
rived at the Bank of the River, and Day began to
break. 1 could make no Ufe of .the Gean that was
up, and it was evident; from the Number of Fires
on the other Side, that the Oppofition would be
greater than I had expefted. However, as I knew
that the Rain then falling would foon render the
River again impaflable, and I had received [nforma<
tion -the Evening before, that General Greene had
arrived in ‘General Morgan’s Camp, and that his
Army was marching. after him with the greateft Bx-
pedition,- I determined not to defift from the At-

.tempt; and thefefore, full of Confidence in thé

Zeal and Gallantry of Brigadier General O*Hara,
and. of the Brigade of Guards under his Command,
I ordered them to march on; but; to prevent Con=

fufion, nov to fire untl chey gained the oppofite

Bank. Their Behaviour juftified my high Opinion
of them ; “for a conftant Fire from the Enemy, in a

Ford upwards of goa Yards wide, in many- Places

up to their Middle, with a recky Bottom and ftrong
Current, madé no Impreffion on their cool and de-
termined Valour, nor checked their Paffage. The

;Light' Infantry, landing fift, immediately formed,
“and; in a few Minutés, killed or difperfed every

Thing thatappeared before them, the Reft of the
Troops forming and advancing in Succefion, We
now learned, that we had been oppofed by about
' 300



