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Romney could only fire in Two Openings,
Mt:lr :l:i:nu?idtrﬁa Precition \{h:-:h was c‘autmpﬂy ob-
ferved 3 neither could fhe veer away Cable to open
a targer Space, as the Jalon lay right a ttern of her.
Seeing the Romney was like to have littie Share 1u
<he Attion, after the Fourth ship had paffed her,
1 ecri=red the Barge to be manned, to 20 OR Eoard
the Hero. General Meadows and Capizin Saltern
infifted they fhould accompany me, with a Degree
of Generofity and good Humour which I could not
refift. It is pleafant to be near the General at all
Times, but on the Day ot Battle that Satisfaction
is felc in a peculiar Degree. W were received by
Captain Hawker with as cheaiful and affable Civi
lity as if we had come to Dianer, while the Heru
kept up a conttant, awful, heavy Diicharge of Ar-
tillery. ,

‘The Aflion bordered upon a Surprize, and the
Nature of the Service in which we were engaged
repdered - .able to much Confulion ; yet vpoun
the Whoic, . ntil the Enemy were beat off, 1 taw
nothing on our Part but fleady, cool, determined
Valour.

Captain Alms, of the Monmouth, kept vp a well-
dircéted Fire, :

Captain Pafley had worked hard from the Begin-
ping of the Bufivel:, and had got a Spring on his
Cable, by which Effort every Shot wold trom the

upiter. ;
' Ii‘hr. French Commudore now found his Situation
too hot, and he cut his Cable in Three Quarters
of an Hour, and went away through the Ships, a3
his Second a-flern had done before him ; the other
a_head was now left behind, an Ubjeét to be firea
at by all the Ships in our Fleet, who could get
Guas to bear upon him. In this Situation he re-
mained for Fifteen Minutes, hardly firing a Gun
during the whole Tim]: :]dSul:h a Spectacle of Dil-

| never before beheld.

m!i} am fatisfied mytelf he firock his Colours, and
that they were not merely fhot away, as {.me al-
ledge ; and this 1 believe, becaule differcut Ships
thought he ftruck at the fame 1im: ; but 1t was
impoflible to get all the Ships to ceafe firing at once ;
and One Gun weing att rwards diicharged from the
Enemy’s Ship, the Finng began again even from
fuch of our Ships as had left off,

Whether his Cable was tho: away, or he cut the
Cable, [ cannot {ay, but off the ship went round
upon the Heel, her Stern falling clofe to the Broad-
fide of the Ifis; her Malis were tottering ; her
Yards were hanging different Ways ; her Sails were
flying about in s, and full of Holes, Firit fell
the Mizen-maft, next went the Main-maft, and
laftly the Fore-maift and outer End of the Bowfprit
tumbled iu the Warer.

I inftantly returned to the Romney, and made
the Signal for all Captains, and after hearing the
Conditon of every Ship, I dire¢ted the Men of
War to cut and flip as tait as they could get to Sea,
to follow up the Victory, with Orders to make any
India Ships who lay in their Way to cut their Ca-
bles alfo, that they might not be inipeded.

I ordered the Mcrchant Ships to he falt and re-

ir their Damages, until we joined them again.

As foon as the Jafon was put of the Way, the
Romney was calt by a Spring oa the Cable, and
{lie went out to Sea under the Acclamations of the
whole Fleet. :

The Jupiter inflantly followed, and we run be-
tween our fcattered Ships and the Enemy. Per-
ceiving neither the is nor Diana making any Signs
to fcllow, though both of them lay in clear Births
for [0 deiug, thew feveral Signals were made. The

Diana anfwered, and foon after followed ; but g
though Gun afier Gun was fired to enforce the Sig-
nal to call out the lfis, the flill remained withou
any Signs of Obedicnce to my Signal then Abroad,
Ar laft the Hero came under oor Stern, with a Mef.
fage from Caprain Sutton, faying that his Mafts and
Yards, and Sails and Rigging, were fo wourded
that he could not come out withous repairing thea
but that he would follow as falt a- he coula, :
My Anfwer was, all this is no Excule For dify.
beying my pofitive Orcers ; befides, 1 think his g
Tages immaterial to a Man of any Refiurces.
Captain Sutton’s Signal was theretore 20ain en.
forced by another Gun ; he tihen hoilted bis Anfwer-
ing Flag, and came out, afte: Three Hours Delay,
All tne Ships being now come out, the Signal

‘wa: made o lorm the Line a-head on the Larboard

1:xk. 'The French Ships had bofore this colleficd
and iaken tie difabled ship in Tow, aad they had
ratied a Stump torward, and fixed a Sail upen i,
witih which ihey ..ad wore the Hulk, and put be-
wie the Wind in a Line of Hattle a breatt, and
tent oft’ their Convoy uneer all the Sail they could
et

When the Ifis joined us fhe run under our Sterpn,
and repeated a. Acccunt of hor Dilre's and her
Dam.ges, parucularly the Waur oi a Miz:n-wp-
I,i“]-}ram, which 1 told the Captain was nothing a
all.

The Signal was now mi ‘e to bear up ina Line
of Batzle a-brealt. At that Inftant the [fis loft her
Fore-1op mail above the 1opfail-yard, which Yad
was not mjurcd by the Fall, nor was the 3ail Lo,
or any other Datmage {altained, to prevent the Shi
from working, the Fure-top-fail bl:iu-g cloie :'ecfj
and fet.

I immediately fhortened Sail to give Time to the
Ifis to clear the Wreck, which was done in Half
an Hour or Forty Minutes.

This increafed our Diftance from the Evemy.
As foon as I faw the Ifis could make Sail, 1 bere
up and fet the Fore-fail, and made the Signal for
the Line a-breat. When we came wear the Enemy,
I found the Ifis and Monmouth had dropt ailern
between Two and Three Miles, though both of
them fail much better than the Romney: Their
Signals were therefore made to call them to their
Stations ; the Monmouth immediately anfwered, and
El_nide Sail accordingly, but the Ifis ftill kept be-

ind.

By thefe various Obftruftions and Delays, added
to a firong Lee Current, the Enemy had drawn us
far 10 Leeward of St. Jago. 'The Sun was fet;
the Sea had increafed ; I could not propofe a deci-
five Action in the Night If I followed until Day-
light, my Profpets were great and tempting 5 butl
muft then determine to leave my Convoy in Difirefs,
and feparate from the Troops, withont It]'-; fixed
Letermination concerning them or thewr Defiina-
von; and I muft alfo have relinquithed the Objeiét
of the prefent Expedition ; ht-:al.l}t, after getting lo
far to E:ewlri.._ at we could rot fetch the Hlards
of Bravo or Fogo, it is a well- known Faét that no
Ship can beat up agzinit the N. E. Winds and the
S. W. Currents which always prevail here, mucil
lefs after fuch an Action as muoft be expetted.

On the other Hand, if the principal Force of
the Enemy fhould arrive before us at the Place of
our Deftination, it might prove equally fatal to the
Objeét of the Expediiuion.

The Dilemma was great indeed, and I felt the
cruel Sitvation with an Anguith which I never be-
fore experienced ; but after maturely ::léh“ﬂ the
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