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Whiteball, Fune 4, 1781.
HIS Morning Captain Bredrick,
I Aid de Cawp to Licutenant-

General Earl Cornwallis, arrived
from Charles-Town, South Carolina, with
Difpatches from his Lordfhip, and Licu-
tenant Colonel Balfour, to th::_Rtgh: Ho-
norable Lord George Gerrr_mm, One of
Majefty’s Principal Secretaries of State,
of which the following are Copics and
Extralls :

MY LORD, "
HA\I"ING Occafion to difpatch my Aid de

Guiliferd, Mareh 15, 1781.

Camp. Captain Brodricl:, with the Partien-. 1

lars of the Adtion of the 15th, in Compli-
ance with general Direftions from sir Iienﬂr Clin-
wn, I fhall embrace the Opportunirty o give your
Lordfhip an Account of the Operations of the
Troops woder my Command, previous to that
Frent, and of thole {ubfequent, until the Departure
of Captain Brod:ick. 3 .

My Plan for the Winter's Campaign was to pe-
verate ino North Carclina, leaving South Caro-
lina in Sceurity againit any probable Attack in my
Abfence.

Lord Rawdon, with a confiderable Body of
Troops, had Charge of the defenfive, and I pro-
m:hs” about the Middle of Jacuary ugon the of-
fenfive Operations. | decided to march y the Up.
pets in Preference to the Lower Roads, leading
o North Carolina, becaufe Fords bein frequent
sbove the Forks of the Rivers, my P e there
could nat eafily be obitrufied ; and General Greene
having taken Polt on the Pedece, and there being
few anrd: in any of the great Rivers of this Coun-
uy below their Forks, eipecially in Winter, 1 ap-
preheaded being much delayed, if not entirely pre-
vested from penetrating by the latter Rouge. I
a5 the more induced to prefer this Route, as I
Yoped in my Way to be able to deftroy or drive oat
of South Carolina the. Corps of the Enemy com-
manded by General Morpan, which threatened our
valaable Dillidl of Ninety-fix; and I likewife
roped by rapid Marches to be between General
Greenie and Virginia, and by that Means force him
 fight, without receiving any Reieforcement from
uzt Province, or, failing of that, to oblige him w0
oit North Carolina with Precipitation, and thereby
“tourage our Friends to make good their Promifes
o a eteral Rifing, 1o affit me in Re-ellablifhing
His Majefty’s Government, .

¢ unfortunate Affair of the 17th of January
Y& 2 very unexpefted and fevere Blow ; however,
hﬁ':}élhﬂl‘f!“'z y fenfible that defenfive Meafures
s ceriaio Ruin to the Affairs of Britain in
the Southern Celonies, this Event did mot deter me

m i:lrnfttn::inlg ti-e eriginal Plan.
ulh eral Greene might be uncertain of my

nded oute as long a5 pofible, I had lefi Ge-

e ar Campden, il d
move from s Ry untl I was readv to

12 March "of me.
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25th at Ramfoare’s Mill, on the South Fork of the
Catawba; and as the Lofs of my Light Troops
could dnly be remedied by the Adtivity of the whale
Lorps, } employed a Halt of T wo Days in colleét-
g fome Flowr, and iy cefioying fuperfluous Bap-
gage, and. all my Wapgons, except thole loaded
with Hofpital Stores, Salt and Ammunnition, and
Four reierved empty in Readineis for Sick or
Woanded. In this Meafure, though ar the Expence
of a grear deal of Officers Baggage, and of all
rofpedt in Future of Rum, and ever g regular Soo-
ply of Provifions to the Soldiers, I muft, in Juttice
to this Army, fay, that theic was the moft general
and chearful Acquicicence. ;

In the mean Time the Rains had rerdered the:
North Catawba impaffuble, and Genersl Morgan's
Corps, the Militia of the Rebellious Counties of
Rowan ard Mecklenburgh under General Davidfon,
or the Gang of Plunderers ufually under the Com-
mand of Gzueral Sumpter, rot then recgvered from
his Wounds, had occupied all the Fords in a Space
of more than Forty Miles vpwards from the Fork.
I appreached the River, duriag its Heighs, by Miort
Marches, fo as ro give the Enemy equal Appre-
, hienfions for feveral Fords ; and, afier having pro-
cured the beit lntormation in my Power, | reiolved
1o attempe the Pallage at a private Ford (then
fightly guarded) near M‘Cowan’s Ford, on the

orning of the 1# of February.
Lieutenant-Colonzl Webiter was detached with
Part of the Army, and all (ie Baggege, to Beat-
tie’s Eord, Six Miles above MCowan’s, where Ge-
neral Davidfon was fuppofed to be poited with oo
Militia, and was direéled to make every poflible E)n-
monftration, by cannonading and otherwife, of zn
Intention to force a Paflage there; and I marched
at One in the Morning, with the Brigade of
Guards, Regiment of Bofe, z3d Repiment, Two
Hundred Cavalry, and Tweo Thirec-pounders, o
the Ford fixed upon for the real Attempt.  The
‘Morning being very dark and rainy, and Part of
our Way through a Wood, where there was no
Road, One of t Three.pounders, in Front of the
23d Regiment. aud the Cavalry, overfet in a Swamp,
and goccafioned thofe Corps to lofe the Line of
March; and fome of the Artillery. Men belonging
to the other Gun (One of whom had the Match)
having flopped to affit, were likewile left behind.
The Head of the Column, in the mean while, ar.
rived at the Bank of the River, and Day began to
break. 1 could make vo Ufe of the Gen that was
up, and it was evideut, from the Nombegr of Fires
on the other Side, that the Oppofition would be
greater than I had expeéted. - However, as | knew
that the Rain then falling would foon render the
River again impaflable, amf I hid received Informa-
tion the Evening before, that General Greene had
arrived in General Morgan’s Camp, snd that his
Army was marching afier him with the preateft Ex-
pedition, I determined not to defif from the Ag-
tempt; and therefere, full of Confidence in the
Zeal and Gallantry of Brigadier General O:Hara,

apd of the Brigade of Gua:ds under his Commard,

I ordered them to march on; bu, 10 preveni Cen-
fufion, not ta fire unti]l (thev gamed (he oppofite

rouph, and he was now | Bank. Their EBehaviour jultified my high Opinicn

. I empluyed the 18th in | of them ; for a conflant [ire fiom the Lnemy, in a.
“Tning a]unfrtitm with him, )

and in L‘ﬂllaﬂing the | Ford upwards of ¢oo Yards wide, in mary Places

e which lentenant. Colone) ' arleton’s Corps; | up 10 their Midale, with a rocky Bovtom and firong

Mty gf L
the 4 Brest Exertions were made by Part of
ey, ::i?' without B‘Eﬁﬂgﬁp to retake cur Priipn-

Current, made no Impreflion on their cocl and de-
termined Valour, nor checked their Paffage. The

it k'. to inmn:ept Genera] Morgan's Corps, on | Light Infantry, landiag firfl, immer!inrt]r formed,

"It to the Catawba ; b ke Celerity of | ard, in a few Mizwtes, killed or diiperfed evory
ﬁﬁc"’“‘:‘;ﬂlﬂn, and the S:r:ui:gt (:F nlh:n:.::{ﬂ. Thing that appeared before them, the Reft of the
Teeks in our

i I tharefore. asflemblad the Aeene o al -

‘ay, remdered all cur Ffores TI‘UUIPS fur:ni!:ig _l.m:l lfitra:nfing in qu:celﬁun. We
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