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t o a second Action-. In this firsi they miist have lost \ 
grea t Numbers of their Men, though their-Rigging 
suffered little to Appearance. 

I have the Honour to inclose a Return df the J 
Killed and Wdunded, List and Disposition of the 
Squadron, and Line of Battle. * 

Captain Balfour, who is charged with the-Del i 
very of this Letter, served as a Volunteer fcr Six-
Weeks on Board of the Royal O a k , and was with 
me in the Day of Action. 

I have the Honour, to be. Set. 
M T . A R B U T H N O T . 

Extrad efi a Letter from Vice- Admiral Arbuthnot 
to Mr. Stephens, dated Royal Oak in Lynne-baven 
Bay, March 10, 1781. 

' N Continuation of my Letter of the io th Instant, 
I have the Honour to acquaint you, that I put to 

Sea with the Squadron under my Command on the 
Morning of the 24th, and steered a Course for the 
Delaware, where it was conceived likely the Enemy 
might endeavour to take Refuse ; but as the State 
of the Weather towards Noon appeared to indicate 
a Gale, which is generally expected at this Season, 
I judged it adviseable to return to the Bay, where 1 
anchored-the same Evening. 

T h e next Day and the following we had the Wind 
from the'Northward, which, had we been at Sea, 
m'ulVineviubly have crippled some of our Ships, or. 
driven me very considerably to the Southward. 

\ 0 n t h - g 26th a Reinforcement of Troops, in Num
ber about T w o Thousand, commanded by Major 
General Philips, arrived from New-York, under the 
Escort of Captain Hudson, of the Richmond-, vvith 
the Ships and Vessels named in the Marg in* : At 
th&fame T ime . the Iris ind Pearl;, which had been, 
•detached to observe the Rout of the Enemy, returned 
"ftuthQiJtshaving discovered them ; the former had 
4pr7ung Jier Main-Mast in the late Gale. 

* n * . i c - : - ' . . . ' . 

O F 
^"te tsrj+H'B America to 
".i&x-ir Board. 
- :: .. FrigateSi 

- ..Guadaloupe. 

L I N E 

lead with the Starboard, 

T h e Mede£ iVas. immediately dispatched to r?» 
cennoitfe the Delaware. 

T h e Army under Major General Phili ps were 3nL-
mediately forwarded to Portsmouth; and the Junction 
effected between the Eorcfcs at present theie under , 
Brigadier General Arnold, v . , 

I wait with great Impatience to embrace the first 
Opportunity to pu t . to Sea, which I (hall seize the 
Moment it.offers. 'For these last T w o Days the 
Weather has been so squally, a-jto-pieclude all C o m 
munication by. |»pat6 between the Ships of the Squa
dron. 

* Orpheus, Chatham, 
Fire-sliip. 

Savage, "p-talifax, Bonetta, Vulcan 

jDETURN 'of the Kissed lind Wounded in th'e 
Adion between ihe Britist dnd French Squa

drons off the Capes cf Virginia, March 16, 17811. 
Killed. Wounded. 

2 1 Robtist . '^-
Europe £-
Truden t •—-
.Royal Oak —^ 
London — 
Adamant — 
Bedford. i -
America — 

Totkl 

8 

"iO 

>9 
24 

3 
3 

73 

Hon. 
O F F I C E R K I L L E D . 

Lieutenant Lyt te l ton , oif the Robust. 

O F F I C E R W O U N D E D . 
Master of the America. 

Royal Oak, Lynne-haven Bay, 
March 28, 17SL 

M * . AR>,B tf-tHNOTl 

B A T T L E > 

and the Robust to lead with tht. LdrloHrdt Tacks oh 

\" Pearl t o repeat Sig-
• ', iials."-' , 

Ratefe. 

3d 

4th 

zd 

I T 

iris; 

3* 

Ships. 

America 
Bedford 
Adamant 

London • 

Royal Oak 

Pniderit 
Europe 
Robust 

Names. 

Captain Thompson 
Captain Affleck 
Captain Johnston 

. J Rear-Admiral.Graves 
\ Captain Graves 
| Vice Admiral Arbuthnot 
\ Captain Swiney • 
Captain Burnett 
Captain Child 
Captain Cosby 

Gunj. 

64 
74 
5° 
93 

74* 

64 
64 • 
74 

Men. ""J 

500 
600 

35° 
768 

624 

500 
500 
600 

Mariot Arbuthnot*; 
'">Efq; Vice-Admiral 

ofthe White, Com
mander in Chief. 

Given bn Board His Majesty;s Ship the Royal Oak ih Gardiners Bay, February 13, 178,1. 

M t . A R B U T H N O T . 

- ."S: r : 

. A LIST of the Trench -Ships composing 'the 
". Enemy's Squadron on'the 16th of March;. 

.'•: 1 7 S l - -
".. . a- Ships "Names. N°.,of Guiis; 

- N e p t u n e (coppered) . ~ 84 
'---fy. Burgogne (coppered) — 8 4 . 

Conquerant •*—̂  •— 74 
:
 :.» Provence ^ - ~ ' 64 
: . A r d e n t ~ ' - ^ ;— 6 4 

. :r*" . J a s o n —• '—'- —- . ' 6 4 
'•'-•- Eveille (coppered) .1^-" - 6.4 " 

:"-/i\.\. Romtilus —- ' ' — • • -—- 40 • 
. Frigate's. . Hermione , Gent i le ; Fantasque eh 

"•- :*Ei'ate. -
Reyal Oak j Lynne'rbaveh Bay; 

f'-MafehzS-^ 1781 . 
•'-" f- -_."•..*..'! M T . A R B U t K N O T ; 

" V '<•' : '- $t. tfamesls, Aprilzy {'' 'fi 'fi 
; t h i s Day John Mo Hn j Esq; was--in virttie of 
H i s Majesty's Reversionary Grant , sworn before the-
Earl of Hillfborough, One of His Majesty; P r i n a V 
fed Secretaries of, State, into :fhe Qffite of'One of 

(L/S.) 

x 

the Clfertcs of His Majesty's Signet, ih the Room oif 
Sir Joseph Copley, Bart, deceased. 

G E O R G E k . 

An ADDITIONAL INSrAtlCtTOX 
r to all Ships of tVar and Privateers that 

have or may have Letters of Marque againfi 
ibe French King, tke ^King pf Spain, or 
the States General of the United Province's, 
their Vassals dr Subjeds, or others inhabiting 

swithin any of thtir Countries,. Territories-
or Dominions, or againfi 'any other Enemiei 
or Rebellious Subjeds ofi tbe Croivn of Great 
Britain. Given at Our Court at St. james**; 
the Twentieth Day of April, JjSl, its the 
Twenty-first Tear of Our Reign. 

H E R E A S W e have ever been desirous to 
prfevent Interruption being giveri tb the 

T r a d e arid Commerce qf every State in Amity with 
Us, .as* far -as was. compatible with the necessary 
Operations of W a r : Ahd whereas i t will tend very 
niiich to that Purpose that the t r a d e and Naviga
tion of the Baltic sliould remain uninterrupted j W e 

' 1 . *&?* 
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