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" Adwitalty-Office, December 26, 1780,
#% APT AIN Hartwell, of :His' Majefty’s
'V Ship Brune, who left Antigua the 12th of

| 1at Month, and landed in Baltimore in
. A irelavd® the 18th TInftane, arrived . this
Morning. with ‘Letters' from Commodore Hotham
and Commiflioner ' Laforey to- Mr. Stephens, of
‘which the following are Extralls,

FPrengeance, Carenage, st Lucia, O&ober 23, 1%80,
5§ N the 1oth in the Morning, the Blanche,

which-was charged with my Leter to you of

that Date, ‘faiied witlr the Alcmene for Antigua; a
_thort Time made a great-Change in our Situation;
for on the Night following, (viz. the 1oth) there
arofe a Hurricane-at N. E. which -encreafed by the

Morning te a Degree of Violence that is not to be’|

deferibed. - The Ajax, Moatagn, and Egmont,
which had been anchored before the Entrance of the
_Harbour, were, before Day-light, all forced to Sea,
‘&s was the Amazon foon after; and the Deal-Caftle
and Camelion, which- had been ftationed . in. Gros
Iflet Bay for the Prote@ign of the Hofpitals, fhared
the fame Fate. The Vengeancé, with the ZEtna’
and Vefuvius Bombs, and the San Vincente Snow,
werze mooted within ‘the Carenage, and prepared
with every Caution that could be taken to withftand
the Tempeft, which had already put feveral of the
‘Tranfporss or Shore, and by this Time blew with
an 4rrefiltable Fury, attended with an inceffant Elood
of Rain. A licle after Twelve 0°Clock, the Ven-
geance paried her Cable, and tailed upon the Rocks,
It now became abfolutely requifite to cut away her
Maits, the Lofs of which, with the Help of a Num-
ber of Guns that wer got -forward, eafed confider-
ably the Force with which the firuck; and by the
Wind forcunatély fhifting two or three Points.farther
to the Eafiward, her Stern fwung off the Rocks, and
fhe was, beyond every ExpeQation, faved; for it
n- v blew, if pofiible, with redoubled Violence, and
nothing was to be feen or expefted but Ruin, Defo-
daticn, and -Deftru&tion in every .Part. 'The San
Vincente Snow, with many of the Tranfports, Vic-
tuallers, and.Traders, were difmafted and moftly
all on Shore; in fhort, no Reprefentation can equal
the Scene of Diftrefs that appeared before us.
" ke Storm continued with incredible Vehemence
during the whole Day; but the Weather about
Midnight became more moderate, and by the next
Morning the Wind was totally abated. The Di-
rettion of it was.from N.N.E. to E.S.E. of
“Twenty-nine Hours Duration. - . .
On the 13th the Montagu anchored before the
Harbour, without a. Malt or Bowfprit flanding,

*_ “Eight Feet Water in_her Hold, and all her Powder

~damaged : Every Affiltance was given to”get her
“ into the Carenage, .where fhe is now fecured in
Safety. The Ajax returned to this Anchorage on
the z1ft, with the Lofs of her Main Yard, Main
Top-Maft and Mizen-Mat. The Beaver's Prize,
being on her Paffage to Barbadves, was unfortu.
nately wrecked on the Back of this Ifland near
Vieux Fort; and. it gives me Pain to add, that all
her Officers and Crew, except 17 Men, perifhed.
The Prefervation of the Amazon is fo fingular
and'extraordinary, that I herewith tranfmit a Copy
of the Account given of it by Captain Finch. -
: Ilam, &c. -
‘W. HOTHAM.

Amazon, Englify Harbour, O. 17, 17800
SI R, . 3. . 3 Lo
I AM at a Lofs whether to exprefs in the ftrong-
A eft Terms.my. Regret for the Misfortunes that
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| Commencement of the Gale.

|~ To-Commodore Hotham, .

have happened to His MajeRly’s Ship under my
Command, or my Sausfation in having got her in
Safety to this Port,

-1 flatter myfelf you faw the Neceflity we
wvere under of putting to-Sea the Morhing after the
We then ftood under
out Storm. Stayfails W. by N. from the Carenage ;
it was but for a thort Tine the Canvas held ; atter

| that the Ship behaved perfectly well, and appeared

to every Perfon on Board as capable of itanding the
Gale' that enfued, as was poflible for any Ship.
About Seven o’Clock at Night the Gale encreafed
to a Dregree that can better be conceived from the
Confequences, than any Deicription 1 ¢éan give,
There was an evident Neceffity of doing fomething
to relieve the Ship, but 1 was unwilling to cut .
away the lower Mafts till die latt Extremity, and

accordingly ordered the People up to cut away the
‘Main Top-Maft; my Orders were attempted (0 be

put in Execution with the utmoft Alacrity, but be-
‘foré it could be accomplithed, { found inyneceflary
{o call them down to cut away the Main Mait.
Whilft I was waiting for the Men to ¢come down, 2
fudden Guft ovérfet the Ship ; -moft of the Officers,

-with myfelf and a Number of the Ship’s Company,
got upon the Side of the Ship; the Wheel-on the
Quarter-Deck was then under Water. In that Si-
taatjon I could-perceive the Ship fettle bodily fome
Feet, until the: Wates'was up to the After-Part of
the Slides of-the.Qarronades on the Weather-Side.
Notwithftanding the Ship was Yo far gone, upon the
Malfts, -Bowfprit, &c.' going away, the righted as
far as to bring the Lee Gunwale even with the Wa-
ter’s Edge. - By the Exertions of all the Officers and
Men we foon got the Lee Quarter Deck Guns and
Carronades overbcard, and {foon after one of the
Forecaftle Guns, and Sheet Anchor cat away, which
"had fogood an Effe&, that we were enabled to geg
to the Pumps and Lee-Guns on the Main-Deck 3
the Throwing them overboard was in our Situation
a Work of-great Difficulty, and I could perceive
the Ship was going down by the Stern : This aidu-
dus Tafk was accomplifhed under the Direction of
Lieutenant Pakenham, whofe great Experience and
determined Perleverance marked him out as per-
haps the only Individual to whom (amidft {uch
-great Exertions) a Pre-eminence could be given;
and 1 do not think it poffible for greater Exertions
to be made. The Water was above the Cables on
the Orlop-Deck, with a_vaft Quantity between
Decks ; and the Stump of the Main-Maft falling
out of the Step occafioned one of the Chain-Pumps
to be rendered ufelefs, as was the other foon after;
by the great Ativity of the two Carpenters Mates
they were alternately cleared ; upon my reprefenting
this to Commiffioner Laforey, he has appointed them
both to at as Carpenters, {one in the Amazon, the
other in the Antigua) till your Pleafure is known,

Befides the Lofs of our Mafts, &c. the Ship has fyfe
fered confiderable Damages, the Particuiars of which

I carnot fend vuntil a Survey has beer held upon

the Ship. The Boocks and Pagers -are totally de=

ftroyed, fo that it is not'in my Power particularly

te afcertain -the Lofs we have fuffered in Men; 1

believe T'wenty drawned, befides a Number wounded,

For further Particulars I refer you to the Gentlemaa

who will deliver this Lester t0 you.

The Carpenter was the only Officer loft upon this
Occafion, . Tt )
" 1 bave the Henor to be, &c. &c.

. WM CLEMENT FINCH.
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