Boreas enpaged with the French Frigate in Port

Royal Bay, a French Rear Admiral with two other.

74 Gun Ships, {lipped their Cables, and bore down
upon him, which obliged the Boreas to. fheer off.
This dextrous Manceuvre faved their Frigate, and
fome of their Merchant Ships. The French Ad-
miral hauled his Wind in good Time, and
kept plying for the Road. The Ships a-head
of the Princefs Royal at this Time were the
Congqueror, Albion, Elizabeth, Vigilant, and Cen-

turion, but the Conqueror a-head and to Windward

of the Reft. About Five this Ship got within Dif-
tance of the French Rear-Admiral who began the
Cannonadé. Theé Steadinefs and Coolnefs with
which on every Tack the Conqueror received the
Fire of thefe Three Ships, and returned his own,
working his Ship with as much exaftnefs as if he
had been turning into Spithead; and on" every Board
%aining confiderably on.the Enemy, gave me infinite

eafiire : The Reft of the-Ships thewed no lefs Ea-.
gernefs to get into A&ion. Towards Sun-fet the

Albion had got well up to fecond the Congueror,
" and the other Ships were in Aftion, but as they
had worked, not only - within the Danger of the
Shoals of ‘this" Bay, but within the Reach of the
Batteries from_ whence were fired both Shells and
Shot, I called them off by the Night Signal at a
Quarter before Seven. It _was with inexpreflible
Concern I then héard that Captain Walter - Griffich
was killed by the laft Broadfide.—The Service
cannot lofe 4 better Man or a better Officer.  The
Conqueror had Three Men killed and Eleven
* wounded : "The Damage done to the Ship is not
very confiderable, o I'believe to any of the other
Ships, as I have had no Report from them. They
-are cruizing, under -Commodore Collingwood off

¢ Point of Saliles.” We have taken Nine Sail of
this Convoy which came from Marfeilles under the
Convoy of the Aurora about the Middle of Ofober;
I judgé that, including the” Frigate, . they were
Twenty-fix in Number; four more had loft Cou.x-
pany, and are yet expeéted, rather at St.. Lucia
than Martinico. = All of the French Ships, except
thefe who were engaged, were in the Carenage,
1 believe in ill Condition, and many of their Créws
in the Hofpital. :

On the 20th, flanding with Seven Ships over
to St. Lucia, late in the Evening, I received a
Letter from Sir Henry Calder,” informing me
Three large Ships were feen that Afternoon from

the Morne fteering to the Northward, fuppofed to,

be Part of Monf. la Mote Piquet’s Squadion return-
ing from Grenada, As]I judged this Intelligence
very probable, Rear-Admiral Rowley was immedi-
ately detached in the Suffolk, with the Vengeance,
- Magnificent, and Sterling Caftle, in Purfuit of them.
© P. 8. Tam well affured the Sphynx is retaken by
the Proferpine, after a fmart A&tion; but, as
1 have had no Letters fince that Time from
Commodore Hotham, I cannot give their
-Lordfhips the Particulars,

Copy of a Letter from Rear-Admiral Hyde Parker
© to My, Stephens, dated Princefs Royal, Gros Iffet
" Bay, 8. Lucia, Fanuary 2, 1780,
SIR, :
g SHE Delay of the Merchant-Ship, on which
Captain Sutton is embarked, furnithes me
‘with the Opportunity, and Admiral Rowley's Return
- with the Occafion, of my writing you a-Third Let-
ter, that you may inform their Lordfhips. of the

| Succefs of his Cruize, which I do by tranfmitting

a Copy of his Letter to me, .
Iam, SIR,
Your moft obedient humble Sefvant,

: : H. PARKER.
Philip Stephens, Efgs .

“Extra® of @ Letter from Rear-Admiral Roavley t8
Rear- Admiral Hyde Parker, dated Suffolk at Sea,

off Mount Fortune, Fanuary 1, 1780.

SIR, - _

BEG Leave to acquaint you, -that in purfuance
of your Order of the zoth of December laft, I
proceeded with the Ships named in the Margin®, iz
Purfuit” of the Three Ships which you had Intelli-

gence of, . ) ] . R
On "Tuefday the zift, at Eight ‘Av M. Three
ftrange Sail being difcovered from the Suffolk’s
Maft-head in the North Weft, I.ordered the Sig-
nal to be made for a general Chace, which being
obeyed with the greateft Alacrity, [ had the Sa-
tista¢tion by Noon to find we gained upon them

very faft. : _

. On Wednefday-the 22d, at Thrce P. M. they
. hoifted French Coloars, but foon after hauled
- them down again: At Five, having come well up
with the Chace, which I conld now plainly per-
ceive were French Frigates, [ fired a Shot at them,
which was returned,—At Half an Hour paft Six
 the Magnificent exchanged feveral Shot with ene

Hours, 1 had the Pleafure to fee ftrike to her.
She proved the La Blanche Frigate, of 36 Guas;
-and 212 Men, commanded by Monf. Galliflo
niere. : C

At Eleven, the La Fortune Frigate of 42 Guns
and 247 Men, commanded by the Chevalier Ma-
.rigny, ftruck to the Suffolk, after a Chace of
Eighteen: Hours.

Quarter having come up with the La Blanche, took

while the Stirling Caflle and Magnificent continued
ithe Chafe to ‘Leeward after the third Ship, which
.they came up with and took, after a Chace of 36
Hours, on Thur{day. the 23d ult. at ‘Three P. M.’
She proved the La Ellis of 28 Guns and 68 Men,
commanded by Monf. Fonteneavx. .

From the Information of the Officers belonging
to the Frigates before mentioned, I learn, that they
left Savanna on the 1ft of November laft, arrived
| at Grenada the .6th of December, left that Place
_the gth, arrived at St. Vincents the 145th, from
whence they failed the .1gth, and were on their
Paflage te Martinique. :

On our Paflage, in Lat. 16 Deg. 36 Min. I
fell in with a French Schooner from Martinique to
America, which' was™ taken by the Stirling Cafle.
In Lat. 15 Deg. 36 Min. I alio fell in with the
Young Frow Ifabella, a Slcop from Grenada, bound
to §t. Euftatia; but having only Americans on
board, fhe was detainsd as Prize by the Suffolk. On
the 28th the Vengeance alfo took a fmall Schooner,
laden with Fifh from Margaritta, bound to Marti-
nique.

‘;I‘he Readinefs and Alertnefs with which the Cap-
tains, Officers and Seamen obeyed the Signals on
this Occafion, were fuch as to merit every Thing
I can fay in their Fivour. :

# Suffolk, Stirling Caflle, Magniﬁ'cehc, Vengeance..

“

of the Frigates, which, after a Chace of Fourteen .

The Vengeance on my Lee"

Charge of her, and exchanged the Prifoners, &c.-



