
•sheathing her as low as we could at Cockspur, her 
Bottom Worm-eaten quke through, and her Stern, 
rotten, as appears' by a Survey of Shipwrights held 
pn her a stiort T ime before, wherein it is declared 
she could not swim above T w o Months, her Men 
Guns , and Ammunition being on Shore, I thought 
her the most eligible to sink, as her Weight would 
keep her across the Channel, when lighter Vessels 
could nor, owing to che Rapidity of the Current, 
and hard sandy Bottom, vvhich prevented the stick
ing fast where they were sunk. T h e Savannah 
Armed Ship, purchased into the King's Service by 
Order of Commodore Sir James Wallace some 
T i m e before, was studied and sunk also; Four 
Transports were funk besides, wliich blocked up 
the Channel ; ieveral smaller Vessels were also funk 
ahove the Town ; and a Boom laid across, to pre
vent the Enemy fending down Fire-rafts among our 
Shipping, or landing Troopi in our Rear. 

The Fowey, Keppel Brig, Comet Galley, and 
'Germain Provincial Armed Ship, were got to Town 
previous to sinking the Vessels ; the Germain, hav
ing her Guns in, was placed off Yamairaw, to 
Hank our Lines. 

Three French Frigates were now advanced up 
the River to the Mudflat, One of them having 12 
Pounders, with T w o Rebel Gallies, carrying each 
T w o 18 Pounders in their Prows, anchored in Five 
Fathom H o l e ; from whence the Frigate failed into 
the back River, with Intent to cannonade the Rear 
of our Lines : She threw a great Number of Shot, 
which being at their utmost Range, did no Execu
tion. T h e Gallies advancing nearer did some Da
mage to the Houses. A few Shot now and then 
from the River Battery made them keep a respect
able Distance. 

T h e French having now made regular Ap
proaches, and finished their Batteries of Mortars 
and Cannon near enough to our Works, on the 
3d of October, at Midnight, opened their Bomb-
Battery of Nine large Mortars : At Day-break 
they also opened with Thirty-seven Pieces of heavy 
Cannon, landed from the Fleet, and fired on our 
Lines and Batteries with great Fury. This lasted 
Day and Night until the Morning of the 9th, 
when finding little Notice taken of their Shot or 
Shells, at Day-break stormed, with their whole 
Force, the Comte d'Estaing at their Head. This 
Attempt proved most fatal to them, for they met 
with so very severe a Repulse from only Three 
Hundred Men, assisted by the Grape- fliot from the 
Batteries, that from this Day they worked vvith in
defatigable Labour to carry off their Cannon nnd 
Mortars, and descended to a Degree of Civility 
we had hitherto been Strangers to. T h ir Loss 
was very great, molt of their best Officers and Sol
diers killed and wounded ; the Comte d'Estaing 
among the latter. °~ 

"- On the Night of the 17th the French entirely 
quitted their Works, retreated to their Boats, and 
embarked under Cover of their Galleys. General 
Lincoln, with the R-ebel Army, retreated up the 
Country with great Precipitation, burning every 
Bridge behind them ; and we are told their Army is 
totally dispersed. 

T h e French have been savoured by the Weather 
to their utmost Wishes 'he whole T ime of being on 
this Coast ; their great Ships lying constantly at 

.Anchor in Fourteen Fathoms, and the Small Craft 
from Charles Town employed watering them from 
this River. T h e only Accident we know they met 
with was losing One Boat with 100 Men. 

When the French Troops were all embarked, an 
Officer was sent on Shore to exchange Prisoners : 
T-his being finished, they lost no Time in returning 

down the River with their Frigates and Galleys to 
Tybee. 

T h e Vigilant, with the Scourge and Vindictive 
Galleys, the Snake Half-Galley, and Three Trans
ports, were obliged to remain at Cal'ibogu.- the 
whole Siege ; where Captain Christian of the Vigi
lant secured them all in so strong a Position, and 
erected a Battery on Shore to protect them, jhat the 
French and Rebels thought it most prudent to let 
them alone: They are now all at Tybee, the French 
Fleet having left this Coast the 26th of Octcber, 
and their Frigates left this River the 2d of Novem
ber. 

On the 4th of November the Myrtle Navy Vic
tualler, who was taken by the French, and turned 
into a Watering-Vessel, being blown cut of this 
River a few Days before they lett it, returned to 
Tybee wish a Rebel Galley, expecting to find their 
Friends; they both fell into our Hands. T h e 
Galley is called the Rutledge, carries T w o 18-
pounders in her Prow, and Four Sixes in her Waist ; 
1 have named her the Viper, and appointed Mr. 
John Steel, Master's Mate of the Rose, to com
mand her, with an Establishment similar to the 
other Galleys, until the Admiral's Pleasure is 
known. Mr. Steelc's Behaviour at the Bsttery, on 
the Spot where the French and Re teL stormed our 
Lines, deserves particular Norice, 

His Majesty's Ship Ariel of 24 Guns, on a Cruize 
off Charles Town, (when the French came on this 
Coast) was taken on the 11 th of September, after a 
very gallant Resistance, bv the French Frigate Ama
zon of 36 Guns. His Majelly's Ship Experin ent, 
having lost all her Masts and Bowsprit in a Gale of 
Wind, on her Passage from Nevv York to Savannah, 
fell into the Middle ofthe French Fleet off this Bar, 
and vvas taken on the 24th of September, together 
with the Myrtle Navy Victualler, and C h a m p o n 
Score-Jhip. 

I now beg Leave to acknowledge the particular 
Services of Captain Brown of the Rose, before and 
during the Siege, for his very spirited Exertions on 
every Occasion : Lieutenant Lock of the Rose, and 
Lieutenant Crawford of the Fowey, were ever dili
gent, anxious and spirited during this whole Business,, 
Captain Fisher, who commanded the Savannah 
armed Ship, acted as Brigade Major to-the-Sea D e 
partment ; and, while he continued in Health, did 
his utmost to forward the Service. 

Captain Knowles, Agent to Transports, so soon 
as hz was exchanged as a Piisoner, served at the 
Batteries ; and Lieutenant Goldefbrough of the Vi
gilant, by whole Diligence and Activity the King's 
Troops were brought throi'uh Wallscut to Savan
nah, I have appoin.ed to the Vigilant, in room of 
Captain ChriUian, vvho has the Hot.our to present 
you.these Dispatches. Captain Brown, late of the 
Rose, vvas to have cairied them, bui his excream ill 
Health prevents it. T h e General having sent his 
Diiparches to England in a Brig of the Com:! issary 
General's Department, Captain Christian takes his 
Passige in her also. 

Captain Mowbray, of the Germain Provincial 
armed Ship of St. Augustine, who was stationed at 
Yamairaw to flank our Line?, was very diligent in 
that Service, and assisting Lieutenant Goldefb. ough 
in sinking Vessels, and laying a Boom across the 
River, above the Town. Mr. Tate , Master cf the 
Nancy, and W . Watson, Mailer of the Tweed 
Transports, hive very particular Thanks for iheir 
constant Services at cne Batteries. Mr. Wilson, 
Master of the Venus, and Mr. M'Curdie, Master 
cf the-Neptune Tranfpoits, have the sa:r.e. F must 
beg Leave to mention the very spirited Services of 

Mr. 


