,peared < 6f .greatiForce; thowever the generaliChace

wwas.continued, and the Signal:made for.a clofe:kn-
rgagement; bat our cutmeit -Endeavours could -not
reffef -that, the -Enemy induftrioufly avoiding -it,
:by alweys hearing.up when our Ships got near thenr;
iavd .l was “forry to .oblerve, that their S_uperiority
sover. usein failing gave thew the-Option of Diftance,
which they availed-them{eives of, fo as to prevent
our Hear from:ever getting into Aflion ; and being
.to .Leeward :they did great.-Demage to .the Malts
.and-Rigging, when our shot would not reach them,
T he Ships -that fuffered -moft .were thofe the Aétion
*hegan with, .and the -Grafton, Captain Colling-

- .wood, the LCournwall, .Captain Edwards, and the

-Lion, Captain Cornwsllis. The fpirited Example

-of Vice Admiral Barrington, with the fo.mer Three, ;

.expofed them to a fevere Fire in making the At-
-tack ;.and -the latter Three happening o be to
;Leeward iuflained the Fire of the Enemy’s whole
1Line. as.it paffed on the Starboard Tack : The Mon-
'mouth Jikewile fuffered cxceedingly, by Caprain
Fanthaw’s having bore down in a very gallent
Manner to.ftop the Van of the Enemy’s Squadron
.and bring it'to Action; bat from the very {fmart and
swell-dire&ed Fire kept up by thefe Ships and otkers
uthat were engaged, | am convinced they did the
Ememy great Damage, altheugh their Mafls, Rig-
:ging and Sails zppeared lefs injured .than ours.
The ‘Four Ships laft mentioned, with the Fame,
:being:{o difabled in their Malts and Rigging, as to
:be totally incapable of keeping.up with thc Squa-
-dron, and the Suffolk appearing to have .received
~confiderable Damage in an Attack made by Rear-
Admiral Rowley upon the Enemy’s Van, 1 took in
tthe Signal for Chace, but continucd that for clofe
Engagement,. formed the beit Line which Circum.
ftances would admit of, and kept the Wind to pre-
yent the Knemy from doubling upon us, and cutting
-off the ‘Tranfports, which tiey {eemed inclined to
.80, and had the Latter very much in their Power,
by means of their Jarge Frigates, independent of
Ships of the Line. 'The French Squadron tacked
-to the Southward, about Three 0’Clo k in the Af-
sternoan; and I did the fame, to be in Readinels to
fupport the Grafion, Cornwall, and Lion, that were
-difabled, and a great Way altern :
rbeing likewife much to Leeward, and having loit
her Main and Mizen Topmaits, and the reft of her
‘Rigging and Sails being cut in a very extraordinary
‘Manner, fhe bore away to the Weftward when the
‘Fleets tacked ; and, to my great Surprize, no Ship
of the Enemy was detached after her., The Grat-
-ton and Cornwall ficod towards us, and might have
been weathered by the French if they had kept their
Wind, efpecially the Cornwall, which was fartheft
to Leeward, had lolt her Main Topmafl, and was
-otherwife much difabled ; but they perfevered fo
fisily in declining every Lhance of clofe Adion,
potwithftanding their great Superiority, that they
costented themielves with firing upon thefe Ships,
when paffing barely within Guu thot; and fuffered
them to rejoin the Squadron, without one” Effort to
cat them nff.  The Monmouh was {o totally dif-
abled in her Maits and Rigging, that 1l judged it
proper to {fend Direftions in the Evening for Cap-
tain Fanthaw to make the belt of his Way to Anu-
gua ;. and he parted Compa..y accordingly.

When we wereclofe 1 with St. George’s Bay,
the French Coloars were feen flying upon the Fort
and other .Baueries, which left no Doubt of the
finemy being in full Pofl fion of the Ifland. To
difiedge them -was impracdcable, corfidering the
‘State of the two Fleets ; I therefore fent Orders.to

But the Lion .

‘Captiln Barker, the Agent, to'make the belt of his
‘Way with the Tranfports to Antigua or St. Chrifto-
pher’s, which ‘ever he could fetch, intending to
keep the King's Ships between them and  the
-French Squadron, which at the Clofe of the Even-
Ing was avout three Miles to Leeward of us,
and 1 had no Doubt, would at lealt be as mear
in the Morning; foralthough it was evident, from
their Condutt throughout the whole Day, that they
were refolved to avoid a clofe Engagemert, I could
.-not allow n}y{elf to thick, that with a Force {o
-greatly fuperior, the French Admiral would permit
us to carry off the Tranfporss unmolefted ; however
as his Squadron was not to be feen next Morning,
I conclude he returned to Grenada.

dt is my Durty upon this Occafion to reprefent,
that the Behaviour of the Officers and Men of His
Majefty’s Squadron was fuch as became Britifh Sea.
mean, zealous of the Honor of their Country, ard
anxious to {upport their national CharaGer. The
Marines likewife, and Troops that were embarked
with their Officers in the King’s Ships, behaved as
brave Soldiers ; and from the exempiary good Con-
duft cf thofe who got into Aélion, from the vifible
Efte€t which their britk and well dire®ed Fire had
upon the Enemy’s Shigs, and from that cool deter-
mined Relolution and very ftrong Defire of comin
to a clofe Engagement, which prevailed univeifally
throughout the Squadron, I thick my felf juftifiable
in fayisg, that the great Supericiity in Nun bers and
IForce would not have availed t1e Enemy fo much,
had not their Advantage over us in Sailing enabled
them to preferve a Diftance litdde calculated for de-
cidicg fuch Contets,

You will herewith receive a Lift of the Killed ard
Woended : Vice-Admiral Barrington is among the
latter, but his Hurt is flight, waich is happily the
Cafe.with a confiderable Part of the Wouaded.

Iam, SIR,
Your moft obedient,
Humble Servant,
J. BYRON.

LINE OF BATTLE.

The Suffolk to lead with the Starboard, and the
Grafton with the Larboard Tacks on Board.

Hon. Vice-Admiral Barrington’s Divifion,
Men, Guns, -

Suffolk, Rear-Admiral Rowley - 6
Capt. Chriftion - = - } 17 74
Boyne, Capt. Sawyer - - gzo0 68
Royal Oak, Capt, Fitzherbert - boo 74
P{)ivncle of Hen. Vice Admiral Bar-
ales, rington - - -$6
Capt. Hill - - -} 7
Magnificent, Capt. Elphinflon - .~ 6co 74
Trident, Capt. Molloy - - 500 b4
Medway, Cupr, Afleck - - 420 6o

Hon. Vice- Admiral Byron, Commander in Chief,
bis Divifion.

{ Ariadne Frigate to repeat Signals. )
Men. Guns,

Fame, Capt. Butchart - - 6oo 74
Nonfuch, Capt. Grifich - - 00 by
Sultan, Capt. Gardner - - boo 74
PrincefsRoyal, Hon.Vice-Admiral Byren )

Capt. Blair - - }770 g0
Albion, Capt. Bowyer - - 6oo 74
Stirling Caftle, Capt. €arkett - - £oo 64
Elizabeth,  Capt. Trufeott - - boo 74

Rear-
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