" *The Breniy, by this Surrender, Toft feveral Ships
and Veflels-which fell into our Haads. Some were
burned by themfclves, among which were Two
large French Ships, who were faid te'be loaded with
a Thoufand Hogfheads of Tobacco, ,

Apprebending that many more Rebel Vefiels had
pufhed up the River, T difpaiched the Cornwallis
Galley, Two Gun-boats, Four Flat-boats manned
and armed, together with Four Privateers which
had defired to receive Orders from me, under the
Command of Lieutenant Bradley, afilte¢ by Lieu-
tenants Hitchcock and Johnfon, in Purflujt of them.
‘They were very fuccefsful in their Entdrprife, ta-
king and burning a great Number of the Enemy’s
Veilels, many of which were ou the Stb‘etj ready
for Launching. Amongft the Captures was the
Black Snake, a Rebel Privateer of Fourteen Guns,
who, after being cannonaded by the Gun-boats,
was carried by boarding, with the Lofs of fome
“of the Rebels, but on our Side Two Men only
were wounded.

I had fent fomie fmall Ships, under the Direc-
tion of Captain Creyk of the Otter, up the main
Branch of the Chefapeak, at the fame Time I
entered Elizabeth River. The Movements of this
little Squadron were fo judicious, that the Enemy
were much harrafled and diftreffed ; they defiroyed
many Vefiels and captured others, among which
were Two with about Two Hundred Hogfheads
of Tchaceo.

. The Ralfonable remaining flationed before the
MTown of Hampton, with fome armed Tenders,
blocks up that Port, and the Navigation of James
River ; Elizabeth River ‘is already taken efleGtual
Care of, and Captain Creyk’s litle Squadron ren.
ders the Ingrefs and Regrels of the Chefapeak al-

moft impratticable for the Rebel Veffels wi:hout |

their being taken.

I have now informed your Excellency of the De-
tall of oor Military Operations by Sea, to the pre-
fent Time. Our Succels and the prefent Appearance
of Things infinitely exceed our molt fanguine Ex-

ations ; and if the various Accounts the General
and myfelf have received can be depended upon, the
moft flattering Hopes of a Return to Obedience to
their Sovereign may be expeted from moft of this
Province ; the People feem importunately defirous
that the Royal Standard may be erefled, and they
give the moft pofitive Aflurances that all Ranks of
Men will refort to it.. You are too good a Judge,
Sir, of the very great Importance of this Pafs we
now hold, to render my Saying much upon that
Subje@t neceffary; permit me however, (as a Sea-
Officer) te obferve, that this Port of Portfmouth is
an exceeding fafe and fecure Afylum for Ships
againft an Enemy, and is #o¢ to be forced even by.
-great Superiority. The Marine Yard is large and
extremely convenient, having a confiderable Stock
of fealoned Timber, befides great Quaniities of
other Stores.

From thefe Confiderations, joined to many others,
I am firmly of Opinion, that it is a Meafure moft
effentially neceflary for His Majelty’s Service that
this Port fhould remain in our Hands, fince it ap-
pears to me of more real Confequence and Advan-
tage than any other the Crown now pofleffes in Ame-
rica ; for by fecuring this, the whole Trade of the

Chefapeak is atan End, and confequently the Sinews |

of the Rebellion deftroyed.

I truft and hope, Sir, you will fee this Matter in
the fame important Light I do, and give fuch Di-
-geltions for Reinforcements to be fent here as you
may think necefary, in arder for our purfuing and

I

improving thofe Advantages, which we have with
fo much good Fortane acqoired.

General Matthew propofing to write to you by
this Exprefs-Boat, 1 fhall leave to his Pen to inform

J you of the Deftruion of the confiderable Maga.

zines in Suffolk, (intended for the Rebel Army) by
a Detachment of the King's Troops under Colone}

Garth; ‘and, before I conclude my Letter permit me

10 exprefs my great Satisfadtion in the Choice of the
Officers you were pleafed to name for Co operating
with me on this Expedition, as too much Praife can-
not be given General Matthew for his indefatigable
Zeal and Attention for the King’s Sesvice; and I
have the Plealure in acknowledging the perfe
Harmony and Underflanding which fubfifts between
His M#jefty's Land and Sea Officers.
: I have the Honor to be, &c.
Sir, &c.
(Signed) GEO. COLLIER.

Sir Henry Clinten, K. B. .

Return of Stores, Ships, &c. &e. taken by His Ma-
J¢0's Troops in the Town of Portfmouth and
River Elizabeth, in the Province of Virginia,
May 135, 1779.

26 Cafks of Nails.

87 Piles of Ropes.

8 Hawfers,
5 Cables,

110 Pieces of Saikcloth,

21 Bags ftuffed.

14 Bales of Cloth.

6 Ditto Blankets,

A large Quantity of Iron.

193 Hogtheads of Tobacco.

43 Ditto Rum, 1 Puncheon ditte.

117 Barrels Pork.

113 Ditto Flour.
6 Ditto Oil.

59 Hogtheads Molaffes.

67 Bags of Salt, with a Number of Barrels ditte,

A large Quantity of Rigging, Sails, Blocks,
Tar, and other Stores not enumerated,

1 Ship loaded with Tobacco

1 Ditto. :

3 Ditto with Mahogany and Logwood 5 with 2
Number of fmaller Veffels.

Iu the Dock-Yard,

1 Frigate ready to launch, burnt by the Rebefs
at our Approach.

1 Ditto for 36 Guns on the Stocks.

1 Dicto larger, Keel only laid.

1 Brig pierced for 20 Guas on the Stocks.

1 Sloop ditto.

A large Quantity of Mafts and Yards, with
Timber, Plank, Iron and other Stores to a
very confiderable Amount.

Upwards of 3000 Barrels of Pork deftroyed,
with the Srores, &c. at Suffolk ; alfo a large
Quantity of different Species of Provifions
at Shepperds on the Nanfemond.

22 Veflels, with a confiderable Quantity of Pow-
der taken and defiroyed up the-South Branch
by the Navy.

At Norfold,

't Stand of Colours, Sails and Cunvafs prepared
for the Ships and Veflels on the Stocks, 4
Four-pounders, 1 Six ditto, 7 Hogtheads of
Tobacco, fome Provifions and other Stores.

A Brig with 8 Guns, and a Sloop burnt up the

‘Welt Branch.
‘Ed’w'. Metbew, M., G,

aw

(Signed)

- Retorn.
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