‘Mills worked therewith, s ne Jonger ufed by the’
Fauntees w ferve any of- His Majefty’s - Subje&ts
with Water from the Thames, or other Water, for
which Purpofe the faid Letters Paient were granted ;
and their Works in the sewors have ‘been and are
‘both inconvenient and prejudicial to Hi+ Majefty’s
Bubjetts, and the Publickin gederal; the Petitioners
huably pray, That the two aforefaid Letters Patent
amay bevazated purfuaa: to the Power referved for
-that Purpofe : And whercas His Majefty’s Attorney
znd Sollicitor-General, (to whom the faid Petition and
Letters Patent were referred) have reported o0 a
Committee of the Lords of His Majefty’s moft
Honourable Privy Council, that they had taken the
fame into their Confideraiion, and having upon the
firft Auendance by the o’ .rties read feveral Afh-
‘davits in Sa-port of the faig Feution, .it appeared,
that in the Moanner the Proprietors of the Mill car-
ried on their Works in the Sewers it was a Nuilance,
‘and ought to be removed; that they poitponed
making any Report to pive the Proprictors of the
Mill an Opportunity of propofing fome Method of
preventing the Mifchief complained of, 'if any Me-
thod for that Purpole could be found ; that they
have been attended 2 fecond Time, and no Method
having been fuggelted on Behalf of the Proprietors
of ‘the Mill to remedy the Inconvenience and Mif-
chief attending it, they are of Opinion that the
faid Letters Patent ought to be vacated, purfuant to
a Power referved therein for that Purpofe: And the
Lords of the Committee of Council agreeing in Opi-
nion with His Majelty’s Attorney and Sollicitor-
General, that the faid Letters Patent ought. to be
vacated ; His Majelty in Council thjs Day took the
fame into His Royal Confideration, and was pleafed
to erder, that the faid two Letters Patent granted to
the faid Craven Howard, John Harrington, Hugh
Marchant and Huntley Bigg, fhould be made void.
In Purfuance whereof, and of -the Power referved
in the faid Letters-Patent, we do hereby fignify and
declare the faid two Letters Patent, granting the
Uflc of the Waters of the Common Sewers to the
faid Craven Howard, John Harrington, Hugh
Marchant and Huntley Bigg, for the. Purpofes afore-
faid, are from henceforth to ceafe, determine, and
be utterly void to all Istents and Purpofes. Whereof
- -all Perfons whom it may concern are to take Notice,
and govern themfelves accordingly. Given under
our Hands at the Council Chamber at St. James’s,
the Sixteenth Day of }une, One Thoufand Seven
Hundred and Seventy-nine.
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WH EREAS His Majefty was plealed, by His
Letters Patent, bearing Date the Twenty-
feventh Day of January, in the Fourteenth Year of
‘His Reign, to giant unto John Wilkinfon, of Brofely
-.in the County of Salop, Iron-Mafter, for the Term
of Fourteen Years, the {ole Ufe and Benefic of a new
Juvention of Calling and Boring Iron Guns or Ca
non : In which Léters Patent it was provided, that
‘if atany Time, during the Term thereby granted,
it fhould be made appear to His Majefty, His Heirs

.or Succeflors, or any Six or more of His or Their. ’

‘Privy Council, that the faid Grant was contrary to
Law, " or prejudicial or inconvenient to His Majefty’s
Subje&ts in general, or that the faid Invention was
not a new Invention, as to the Poblick Ufe and Ex-
ercife thereof, in that Part of His Kingdom of Great
Britain called England, His Dominion” of Wales
and Town of Berwick upon T'weed, or not invented-
“and found out by the faid John Wilkinfon as afore-
_faid, then upon Signification or Declaration thereof
to be made by His Majefty, His Heirs or Succeflors,
-under His or Their Signet or Privy Seal, or by the
Xords and others of His.or Their Privy Council, or

any 8ix or more of them under their Fands, e
faid Letters Patert fnouid ferthwith ceafe, determinc
ar d be utterly void to all Intents and Purpofes, any
Thing thercin before contained to the contrary
thereof in any wife notwithftanding. And whereas
it hath been reprefented to His Majefty at this Board,
by the Mafter General and principsl Offcers of the
Ordnance, that the Meihed of Cafting and Boring
Iron Guns in the Manner mentioned in the Patent
granted to the faid John Wilkinfon, was praéufcd
under the Direftion of the Board of Ordnance for
His Majefty’s Service at Woolwich (antecedent to
the Granting of the faid Patent) by Meffrs. John
and Peter Verbruggen, who were engrged at the
Public Bxpence to come over and practife the fame
with Regard to Brafs Ordnance, fo that the fame is
no new Invention of Mr. John Wilkinfon, as fog-
gefled when the faid Patent was granted ; that the
faid Patent, if permitted to remdin in Force, will
not enly be prejudicial to His Majefty's Subjeéts,
but very detrimental to the Publick Service, as the
providing of Iron Ordnance for the Royal Navy of
that Confirution, which is m~ft approved, will
thereby become a Monopoly, and all the [ron Foun- -
deries in the Kingdom will be excluded from mak-
ing fuch Guns as are moft wanted ; and therefore
fubmitting the immediate Neceflity of taking {uch
Steps as fhall be judged proper for the Revocation
of the fa'd Patent: And whereas the Lords of
the Commiitee of His Majefty’s Moft Honoufa-
ble Privy Council, (to whom His Majelty referred
the Confideration of the faid Reprefentation and
Patent) have this Day reported to His Majefty in
Council, that they had referred the faid Reprefenta-
tion and Patent to His Majefty’s Attorney and So-
licitor-General, who having examined into the
fame, and been attended by Counfel and Solicitors
for both Parties, have reported to the faid Com-
mittee that it appearing the Validity of the Letters
Patent was queftioned, vpon the Gromnd that the
Invention was nat new in this Kingdom, they had
dire&ted a Propofal to be made to the Patentee,
that he fhould forthwith try his Right in an Attion
to be-brought againft one of the Perfons employed
by the Board of Ordnance, but that the Solicitor
for the Patentee had fignified to them that he de-
clined entering into any Litigation with the Board
of Ordnance ; and that, upon Confideration of all
the Circumftances of the Cafe, they are of Opi-
nion, the faid Letters Patent ought to be vacated,
purfoant to the Power referved therein for that
Purpofe; and the Lords of the Committee of
Council agreeing in Opinion that the faid Letters
Patent ought to be vacated ; His Majefty in Coun-
cil this Day took the fame into His Royal Confide-
ration, and was pleafed to order, That the faid
Letters Patent granted to the faid john Wilkinfon
thould be made void :—In Purfuance whereof, .and
of the Power referved in the faid Letters Patent,
we do hereby fignify and declare the faid Letters
Patens granted to John Wilkiafon, for his .Jnven-
tion of Calting and Boring Iron Guns or Cannon,
are from henceforth to ceafe, determine, and be
utterly void, to all Intents and Purpofes. Whereof
all Perfons whom it may concern are to take Notice,
and govern themfelves atcordingly.

Given under our Hands, at the Council-Chambey
at St. James’s, the Sixteenth Day-of Juue,
1779
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- 8t Fames's, Finea6.
This Day the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor,
feveral of the Aldermen, the Sheriffs, and fome of
the Comm on Council of the City of London, waited

‘| upon His Majefty, "being introduced hy the Earl of

Hertford, Lord -Chamberlain -of Ifis [Majelty’s

Houfeold,



