Major General Reidefel exerted himfelf to bring
up a Part of the Left Wing, and arrived in Time
to charge the Enemy with Regularity and Bravery.
. Jutt as the Light clofed, the Enemy gave Ground
on all Sides, and leit us conipleatly Malters of the
Yield of Battle, with the Lofs of about coo Men
on their Side, and, as {uppofed, thrice that Num-
ber wounded.

The Darknefs preventing a Purfuii, the Prifoners
were few.,

The Behavioar of the Officers and Men in gene-
ra] was cxemplary,  Brigadier-General Frafer ook
his Pofition in the Beginning of the Day with great
Judgment, and f{uftamed the Allion with conitant
Prefence of Mind and Vigour. Brigadier-General
Hzmilton was the whole Time engaged, and ac-
quitted himfelf with great Honour, Aétivity, and
good Conduét. The Artillery in general was dil-
tingnithed, and the Brigade under Captain Jones,
who was killed in the Aftion, was confpicuouily fo.

The Army lay vpon their Arms the Night of the
.19th, and the next Day took a Pofition nearly within
Cannon Shot of the Enemy, fortifying their Right,
and extending their Left {o as to cover the Meadows
through which the great River runs, and where the
Batteaux and Hefpitals were placed, The. 47th
Regiment, and the Regiment of Hefle Hanaq, with
a Corps of Provincials, encamped in the Meadows
as a further Security, ,

It was foon found that no Fruits, Honour excep-
ted, were atmined by the preceding Vidtory ; thie
.LEnemy working with redoubled Ardor to ftrengthen
their Left; their Right was unattackable already. 9

On our Side it became expedient to ereét flrong
Redoubts for the Protection of the Magazines and
Hofpital, not only againft a fudden Attack, but alfo
for their Security in Cafe of a March to turn the
Enemy’s Flank. :

217 A Meflenger arrived from Sir Harry Clin-
ton, with a Letter in Cyphers, informing me of his
Intention to aitack Fort Montgomery in about Ten
Day- from the Date of his Letter, which was the
roth-of September, This was the only Meflenger
of many that 1 apprehend were difparched by Sir |
William Howe and him, that had reached my Camp
fince the Beginning of Augelt, He was fent back
the fame Night to inlorm Sir Harry of my Stwation,
and of the Neceflity of a Diverfion to oblige General
Gates to detach from his Army; and my Intention
to wait favourable Events in that Pofition, if poflible,
to the 1zth of O&ober. )

In the Courfe of the Two following Days, Two
Officers in Difguife, and other confidential Perfons,
were difpatched by different Routes with verbal
Meflages to the fame Effeét; and I continued for-
tifying my Cantp, and wartching the Knemy, whofe
Numbers encrealed every Day.

3d Odober. 1 thought it advifable to diminifh
the Seldiers’ Ration, in order to lengthen out the
Provifions, to which Meafure the Army fubmined
with the utmoft Chearfulnefs. The Difficulties of
a Retreat to Canada were clearly forefeen, as was
the Dilemma, fhould the Retreat be effefted, of
leaving at Libeity fuch an Army as General Gates'’s

_to alt againft Sir William Howe,

This Confideration operated forcibly todetermine
me to abide Events as long as poflible, and I rea-
foned thus: The Expedition [ commanded was evi-
deatly meant at firft to be bazarded, Circumtlances
might require it thould be devored; a critical Junc-
tioa of Mr, Gates’s Force with Mr.” Wathington
might pofibly decide the Fat¢ of the War; the
Failure of my Jun&ion with Sir Harry Clinton, or
the Lofs of my Retreat to Canada, could only be a
p rtial Misfortune. . ,

=th. In this Sitnation Things continued *ll the
7th, ‘when no Intelligence having been received of
t1e expetted Co-operation, and Four or Five Days

. for our limited Stay in the Camp only remained, it
was judged advifable to make a Movement ta the
Enemy’s Left, not only to difcover whether there
were any poffible Means of forcing a Paffage fhould
it be neceffary to advance, or of diflodging him for
the Convenience of Retreat, but allo to cover a
Forage of the Army, which was in the greateft
Diitrefs on Account of the Scarcity.

A Detachment of 1goo Regular Troops, with
2 Twelve-Pounders, 2 Howitzers, and 6 Six-Pound-

. ers, were ordered to move, and was commanded by

myfelf, having with me Major-General Phillips,
Major-General Reidefei, and Brigadier-General
Frafer. The Guard of the Camp upon the Heights
was left to Brigadiers-General Hamilca 2znd
Speicht ; the Redoubts and the Plaia to Brigadier-
General Goll ; and as the Ferce of the Enemy im-
mediately in their Front confifed of more than
double their Numbers, it was not poftble to aug.
ment the Corps that marched beyond the Numbers
above ftated. .

I formed the Troops within Three Quarters of a
Mile of the Enemy’s Left; and Captain Frafer’s
Rangers, with Indians and Provincials, had Orders
to go by fecret Pachs in the Woods to gain the Ene-
my’s Rear, and by fhewing themfelves there to keep
them in Check.

The further Operations intended were prevented
by a very fudden and rapid Attack of the Enemy
on our Left, 'where the Britifh Grenadiers were
pofted to fupport the Left Winp of the Line. Ma-
Jor Ackland at the Head of them fuftained the At-
tack with great Refolution ; but the Enemy's great
Numbers enabling them in a few Minutes to extend
the Artack along the Front of the Germans, which
were immediately on the Right of tie Grenadiess,
no Part ot that Body could be removed to make a
fccond Line to the Flaok where the Strefs of the
Fire lay. 'The Right was at that Time unengaged ;
but it was foon obterved that the Enemy were march-
ing a large Corps round their Flank ro endcavour
cutting off their Retreat. The Light Infantry and
Part of the 24th Regiment, whi-h were at that
Poft, were theiefore ordered to form a fecond Line,
and to fecure the Return of the Troops into Camp,

While this Movement was proceeding, the Enemy
pufhed a frefh and firong Reinforcement to reaew
the Ation upon the Left, which, overpowered by
lo great a Superiority, gave Way, and the Lighe
Infantry and 24th Regiment were obliged to make
a quick Movement to {ave thar Point from being
entirely carried, in dping which Brigadier-General
Frafer was mortally wounded. )

The Davrger 1o which the Lines were expofed
becoming at this Moment of the mott ferious Na-
ture, Orders were given to Majors-General Fhiliips
and Reidefel to cover the Netrsar, while fuch
Troops as were moft ready for the Purpofe returned
for the Defence of them.  The Troops retrested
hard prefled, but in good Order.  They were
obliged to leave 6 Pieces of Cannon, all the Horfes
having becn killed ; and moft of the Artillery Men,
who had behaved as ufal with the oumoft Bravery,
under the Command of M:jor Williams, being either
killed or wounded.

The Treops had fcarcely entered the Camp, when
it was ftormed with great Fury, the Enemy rufhiog
to the Lines under a fevere Fire of Grape Shot and
Small Arms. The Poft of the Light Infantry un-
der Lord Belcarres, aflifted by fume of the Line,
who threw themielves by Order into thofe Entrench-
ments, was defcaded with grear Spirit; and the
Enemy, led on by General Armnold, was fiaally
repulicd, and the General wounded ; but ushappily
the Entrenchments of the German Referve, com-
manded by Lieutenant-Colonel Brijmen, who was
killed, were carried, and although ordered to be
recovered they never were fo; and the Enemy by
that Misforiune gained an Opening on cur Right
and Rear. The Night put an End to the Adinn.

Uuder the Difadvantages thus apparent in cur Si-
toation, the Army was ordercd to quit the prefent
Pofition during tire Night, and take Poft upon the
Height above the Hofpital ; thus, by an entire

Change of Front, to reduce the Encmy to form a .

new Dilpofition. 'This Movement was effeted with
great Order and without Loft, though all the Ar-
tllery and Camp were removed at the fame Time,
The Army continued offering Battle to the Encmy
in their ncw Pofition the whole Day of the 8th,

815, Intelligence was now received that the
Enemy were marching to tarn the Right, and no
Means could prevent this Meafure but retiring
towards Saratoga. ‘The Army began to move at
Nine o'Clock =t Night; Major-Gereral Reidefel
commanding the Van Guard, "and Major General
Phitlips the Rear. :

. This Retreat, thoogh within Mufquet Shot of .

the Enemy, and encumbered with all the Baggag}:;
©
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