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Westminster, OBober 31 . 

TH I S Day His Majesty came to the House 
of Peers, and being in His Royal Robes 
seated on the Throne with the usual So
lemnity, Sir Francis Molyneux, Knight, 

Gentleman Ustier of the Black Rod, was sent with 
a Message from His Majesty to the House of Com
mons, commanding their Attendance in the House 
of Peers, The Commons being come thither ac
cordingly, His Majesty was pleased to make the 
following moil Gracious Speech : 

My Lords, and Gentlemen, 

NO T H I N G could have afforded Me so much 
Satisfaction as to have been able to inform 

you, at the Opening of this Session, that the Trou
bles, which have so long districted My Colonies in 
North America, were at an End; and that my un
happy People, recovered from their Delusion, had 
delivered themselves from the Oppression of their 
Leaders, and returned to their Duty; but so daring 
and desperate is the Spirit of those Leaders, whose 
Object has always been Dominion and Power, that 
they have now openly renounced all Allegiance to 
the Crown, and all political Connection with this 
Country : They have rejected, with Circumstances 
of Indignity and Insult, the Means of Conciliation 
held out to them under the Authority of Our Com
mission ; and have presonied to set up their rebel
lious Confederacies for independent States. If their 
Treason be suffered to take Root, much Mischief 
must grow from it, to the Safety of My loyal Colo
nies, to the Commerce of My Kingdoms, and in
deed to the present System of all Europe. One 
great Advantage, however, will be derived from the 
Object of the Rebels being openly avowed, and 
clearly understood,; We shall have Unanimity at 
Home, founded in the general Conviction bf the 
Justice and Necessity of Our Measures. 

I am happy to inform you, that, by the Blessing 
of Divine Providence on the good Conduct and 
Valour of My Officers and Forces by Sea and Land, 
and on the Zeal and Bravery of the" Auxiliary 
Troops in My Service, Canada is recovered; and 

Subjects. No People ever enjoyed more Happines3„ 
or lived under a milder Government, than th&fk 
novv revolted Provinces: The Improvements in every 
Art, of which they boast, declare i t : Their Num
bers, their Wealth, their Strength by Sea and Land, 
which they think sufficient to-enable them tamake 
Head against the whole Power of the Mother 
Country, are irrefragable Proofs of it. My Desire 
is to restore to them the Blessings of Law and Li
berty, equally enjoyed by every Brhilh Subject, 
which they have fatally and desperately exchanged 
for all tlie Calamities of War, and the arbitrary 
Tyranny of their Chiefs. 

A T the Court at St. James's, the 30th Day of 
OBober, 1776, 

P R E S E N T , 
The K I N G ' s Most Excellent Majesty in Council. 

H IS Majesty having been pleased to appoint 
the Right Honourable George Lord Onflow 

to be Lord Lieutenant of the County of Surrey, 
His Lordlhip this Day took the Oaths appointed 
to be taken thereupon; instead of the Oaths of 
Allegiance and Supremacy. 

w 

By the K I N G, 
A. P R O C L A M A T I O N , 

For a General Fast. 
G E O RG E R. 

E, taking into Our mott serious Considera* , 
tion the just and necessary Measures of Force 

which We are obliged to use against Our rebellious 
Subjects in Our Colonies and Provinces in North. 
America, and putting Our Trust in Almighty God, 
that He will vouchsafe a special Blessing on Out 
Arms both by Sea and Land, have resolved, and 
do, by and with the Advice of Our Privy Council, 
hereby command, That a Publick Fast and Humilia
tion be observed throughout that Part of Our King
dom of Great Britain calied England, Our Domi
nion of Wales, find Town of Berwick upon Tweed, 
upon Friday the 13th Day of December next; 
that so both We and Our People may humble Our* 
selves besore Almighty God, in order to obtain 
Pardon of Our Sins ; and may, in the most devoat 

although, from unavoidable Delays, the Operations 
at New York could not begin before the Month ofi „ . c~\om„ TV/T„ r j • y-\ n J C__ - n i o <• • . 6 r> • L - L r and lolemn Manner, fend up Our Prayers and Sap-August, the Succc;s ,n that Province has been so \ H c a d o n s t 0 t h e D i v i n e M a [ e s t for * v e r d t h £ 6 

important as to give the strongest Hopes ofthe most j ; J u d ta w h i c h rfnr manifold Sins and 
decilive good Comequences: But, »"»i-«»«̂ -n-o"*<•>««• > J J a . notwithstanding 
this fair Prospect, We must, at all Events, prepare 
for another Campaign. 

I continue to receive Assurances of Amity from 
the several Courts of Europe ; and am using my ut
most Endeavours to conciliate unhappy Differences 
between two neighbouring Pov/ers; and I still hope, 
that all Misunderstandings may be removed,- and 
Europe continue to enjoy the inestimable Blessings 
of Peace 

Provocations have most justly deserved, and for im-
| ploring his Intervention and Blessing speedily to de

liver Our loyal Subjects within Our Colonies and 
j -Provinces in North America from the Violence, 
[ Injustice, and Tyranny, of those daring Rebels! 

who have assumed to themselves the Exercise of 
Arbitrary Power; to open the Eyes of those who 
have been deluded by specious Falfhoods into Acts 
of Treason and Rebellion ; to mm the Hearts of 

I think nevertheless1 that,, in the present ^ A u t h o r s o f ^ C a l a m i t ; a n d £ n a l l t 0 r e_ 
Situation of Affairs, i t , . expedient that WQ ihould store ^ p £ 0 p l e Jn t h o s e ^ & t A p r o v i n c e s a n d 

Colonies to the happy Condition of being free Sub
jects of a free-State ; under which heretofore they 
flourished so long and prospered so much. And W<? 
do strictly charge and command, That the said Pub
lick Fast be ret'erently and devoutly observed by all 
Our loving Subjects in England, Our Dominion o£ 
Wales, and Town of Berwick upon Tweed, as they 
tender the Favour of Almighty God, and Would 
avoid his Wrath and Indignation ; and upon Pain of 
such Puniihment as We may justly inflict upon all 
such as contemn and neglect the Performance of so 
religious a Duty. And, for the better and more 
orderly solemnizing the fame, We have given Di
rections to the Most Reverend the Archbilhops, and 

be in a respectable State of Defence at Home. 
G:ntleinen of tke House of Commons, 

I wili order the Estimates for the ensuing Year to 
be jaid before you. It is Matter of real Concern 
to Me, tliat the important Considerations which I 
have stated to you mult necessarily be followed by 
great Expence : I doubt not, however, but tha't My 
.faithful Commons will readily and chearfully grant 
•Me fiich Supplies, as-the Maintenance of the Ho
nour of My Crown, the Vindication of the just 
Rights of Parliament, and the publick Welfare, 
fliall be found tb require. 

'My Lords, and Gentlemen, 
In "this arduous Contest I can have no other Ob

ject but to promote the true Interests of all My the Right Reverend the Bilhops of England, to 

°«'se Threepence-Halfpenny. 
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