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Whitehall, August 10, 1776. 
Exlraas of tvoo Letters from tbe Honourable Gene

ral Howe to Lord George Germain, dated at 
Staten Island the 'Jth and Stb of July last, wkick 

• were tkis Day received by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Blunt, wko arrived in the Mercury Packet. 

T H E Mercury Packet is dispatched to 
inform your Lordship of the Arrival of 
the Halifax Fleet, on the 29th of June, 
at Sandy Hook, where I arrived four 

Days sooner in the Greyhound Frigate. I met 
with Governor Tryon on board of Ship at the 
Hook, and many Gentlemen, fast Friends to Go
vernment, attending him, from whom I have had 
the fullest Information ofthe State of the Rebels, 
who are numerous, and very advantageously 

?osted vvith strong Entrenchments both upon Long 
Hand and that of Nevv Yofk> with more than 

One Hundred Pieces of Cannon for the Defence 
of the Town towards the Sea, and to obstruct the 
Passage of the Fleet up the North River, besides 
a considerable Field Train of Artillery. 

We passed the Narrows with three Ships of War 
and the First Division of Transports; landed the 
Grenadiers and Light Infanty, as the Ships came 
up, on this Istand, to the great Joy of a most loyal 
People, long suffering on that Account under the 
Oppression of the Rebels stationed among them, who 
precipitately fled on the Approach of the Shipping. 
The Remainder of the Troops landed during the 
next Day and Night, apd are now distributed in 
Cantonments where they have the best Refreshment. 
In Justice to Captain Reynar, of His Majesty's 
Ship Chatham, who was directed by the Admiral to 
make the Disposition of Boats for landing the 
Troops, and to Captain Curtis, commanding the 
Senegal Sloop of War, who was to superintend the 
Execution, I must express my intire Satisfaction in 
the Conduct of those Gentlemen, and-the Depend
ence to be placed upon their future Services in this 
Line. 

I propose waiting here for the English Fleet, or 
for the Arrival of Lieutenant General Clinton, in 
Readiness to proceed, unless b> some unexpected 
Changeof Circumstances, in the mean Time, it should 
be found expedient to act with the present Force. 

Vice Admiral Shuldham was joined on his Voy
age by six Transports belonging to the Highland 
Corps, having three Companies ofthe 42d and three 
of the 71st on Board. There is no other Inteligence 
of this Embarkation, excepting an Account publish
ed in the New York Papers, that Two Transports 
of the Fleet were taken by the Enemy's Privateers, 
and carried into Boston ; that Major Menzies was 
killed in the Engagement, and Lieutenant. Colonel 
Campbell of the 71st made Prisoner, vvith fifteen 
other Officers, and about four hundred and fifty 

- Men. 
Governor Franklyn, who for a long Time 

mairitained'his Ground in Jersey, has been lately 
taken into Custody at Amboy, and is at thisTime 
detained a Prisoner in Connecticut : And the 
Mayor of New York was confined a few Days 
ago'upon a frivolous Complaint 'kof sending Intel
ligence to Governor Tryon, brought to Tryal, 
and condemned to. suffer Death ; but, by the last 
Intelligence, the Sentence was not carried into 

0 •** 

Execution. 
Notwithstanding these violent Proceedings, 

I have the Satisfaction to inform your Lord
ship, that there is great Reason to expect a 
numerous Body of the Inhabitants to join the Army 
from the Provinces of York, the Jerseys, and Con
necticut, who, in this Time of universal Oppression, 
nr.1v wait for Opportunities to give Proofs of their 

Loyalty and Zeal for Government. Sixty Meft 
came over two Days ago j with a few Arms from the 
Neighbourhood of Shrewsbury, in ]$ fey, whd are 
all desirous to serve, and I understeni theie are 500 
more in that -Quarter ready tb follow their Example* 
This Disposition among the People makes me irrpi-
tienc for the Arrival of Lord Howe, concluding the 
Powers with which he is furnished will have the best 
Effect at this critical Time. 

A Naval Force is preparing to be sent up the North 
River, and Orders are given for two of His Majesty's 
Ships, the one of. 40 Guns, and the ot'ier of 20, W 
proceed upon that Service. Several Men have with- . 
in these two Days come over to this island, and to 
the Ships, and I am informed that the Continental 
Congress have declared the United Colonies free 
and independant States. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Blunt, of the 4th Regiment* 
who has my Leave to return to Britain from the 
particular Situation of his Affairs, will deliver these 
Dispatches. 

The following is Extrail of a Letter from Governor 
Tryon to Lord George Germain, dated on Board the 
Ship Dutckejs of Gordon off Staten Island, the Stb 
of July last. 

I H AVE the Satisfaction to acquaint your Lord
ship ofthe Arrival of the Fleet under the Com

mand of Admiral Shuldham in this Port on the 29th 
ult. and t'iat General Howe disembarked the 
Troops under his Command on Staten Istand with
out Opposition ; on which Occasion the Inhabitants 
of the Istand came down to welcome the Arrival of 
their Deliverers, and have since afforded the Army 
every Supply and Accommodation in their Power. 

On Saturday Jast I reviewed the Militia of the 
Istand at Richmond Town, where near 400 appear
ed, who chearfully* on my Recommendation, took 
the Oaths of Allegiance and Fidelity to His Ma-* 
jesty. To-morrow I am to„ have another Muster 
for the Enlistment of Volunteers, to form a Pro
vincial Corps for the Defence of the Island, as the 
General finds it an important Quarter to hold against 
the Rebels. 

Admiralty-Office, August ro. 
Y a Letter received This Day from Vice Ad
miral Lord Shuldham, dated Staten Island near 

New York, the 8th of July last, it appears that his 
Lordstiip arrived there on the 3d of that Month with 
His Majesty's Ships under his Command, and the 
whole Fleet of Transports, Victuallers, and Store-
strps under his Convoy, without any Loss or Sepa-» 
ration ; that His Majesty's Troops under the Com* 
mand ofGeneral Howe were landed, on that Day and 
the next, upon Staten Island, without any Oppo
sition or Interruption, the Inhabitants having im
mediately on the Troops landing surrendered, and 
put themselves under the Protection of His Ma
jesty's Arms ; that Two Hundred of the Inhabitants 
were embodied ; that the whole Island had taken 
the Oath of Allegiance and Fidelity to the King ; 
and that a Party of Sixty Men with their Anns 
had made their Escape from the Province of New 
Jersey, and joined the King's Troops. 

The Arrival of Lord Howe, and the Reinforce
ment under Commodore Hotham, were daily ex
pected at Staten Istand, Lord Shuldham having 
stationed his Cruizers in the properest Manner to 
fall in with and direct them thither. 

Hamburg, August z. We learn from all Parts of 
| the Dutchies of Sleswick, Holstein, and Meclden** 

( burg, that there is the greatest Prospect of a pl«n« 
tiful Harvest, 

http://nr.1v

