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From diefOBJ? December 26, to §)flti\tttil$ December 30, l775'> 
By thc K I N G; 

A P R O C L A M A T I O N , 
Appointing the Distribution of Prizes taken during the 

Continuance of the Rebellion nonv fubfifiing in divers 
Pans ofthe Continent of North America. 

C E 0 R G E R. 
' H E R E A S hyan Act, made in this pre­

sent Session of Parliament, intituled, " An 
(t Act to prohibit all Trade and snier-
" course with tlie Colonies of'New Hamp­

shire j Massachuset's Bay, Rhode Island, Connecticut, 
" New Ysirk-, New Jersey, Pensyivania, the Three 
*' Lower Counties on Delaware, Maryland, Virgi.iia, j 
" North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, during i 
" the Continuance of the present-Rebellion within .the 
" said Colonies respectively; sor repealing an Act, • 
" ' made in thc Fourteenth Year of the Reign of His 
*' present Majesty, to discontinue the Landing and Dis-
*c" charging, Lading or Shipping, of Goods, Wares, j 
«* and Merchandize, at the Town and within the Har- j 
" hour of Boston, in the Province of Massachuset's J 
" Bay ; and also Two Acts, made in the last Session of ' 
" Parliament, for restraining the Trade and Commerce 
•**' of the Colonies in the said Acts respectively men-
*-e. tioned ; and to enable any Person or Persons, ap-
*' pointed and authorized by His Majesty, to grant Par-
" dons, to issue Proclamations, in the Cafes aiid for 
<c thc Purposes therein mentioned ;" it is, amongst 
other Things, enacted, That all Ships nnd Vessels of or 
belonging to the Inhabitants of thc said Colonies, togc-
£her with their Cargoes, Apparel, and Furniture* except 
as in lhe,said Act are excepted, and all other Ships and 
Vessels whatsoever, together with their Cargoes, Appa­
rel, and Furnitiire, which Ihall be found trading in any 
Port or Place of the said Colonies, or going to trade, 
of coming from Trading, in any fucli Port Or Place, 
except as arc therein also excepted, sliall become forfeited 
to His Majesty, as if the fame were the Ships and Ef­
fects of Open Enemies, and (hall bc so adjudged, 
deemed, and taken, in all Courts of Admiralty, and in 
all other Courts whatsoever: And, for the Encourage­
ment of the Oflicers and Seamen of His Majesty's Ships 
of War, it is thereby also further enacted, That the 
Flag Osiicers, Captains, Commanders, and other com­
missioned Officers in His Majesty's Pay, and also the 
Seamen, Marines, and Soldiers on Board, stiall have 
the sole Interest and Property of and in all and every 
iuch Ship, Vessel, Goods, and Merchandize, which 
they stiall seize and take, (being first adjudged lawful 
Prize in any of His Majesty's Courts of Admiralty) to 
be divided in such Proportions, and after such Manner, 
nS His Majesty sliall think fit lo order and direct by Pro­
clamation or Proclamations hereafter to be issued for 
those Purposes : We, taking the Premises into Consider­
ation, do, pursuant to the said Act of Parliament, (with 
the Ailvico of Our Privy Council) by this Our Procla­
mation, order, direct, and appoinr, That the neat Pro­
duce of all Prizes taken, in Piirfuance of thc said Act, 
by Our Ships of War, be divided into Eight equal 
Parts, and be distributed in Manner following, that is 
to f.iy, T o the Captain or Captains of any of Our Ships 
of "War, who sliall be ailually on Board'ar the Takin" 
of -.my Prize, Three Eighth Parts j but in cafe any such 
Pi'r/.e sliall be taken by any of Our Ship oi Ships of < 
War, under the Command of a Flag pr Flags, the Fias*; 
Ossie;!i" or OfHcers being actually on Board, or diivctir.fr. 
a.'. J assisting in thc ""Capture, sliall have One of th: said 

[ Price Three-Pence. J 

Three Eighth Parts, the said One Eighth Park to be 
paid to such Flag or Flag Officers, in inch Proportions, 
and subject to such Regulations, as are herein-after For 
that Purpose mentioned: To the Captains' of Marines 
and Land Forces, Sea-Lieutenants and Master,, on. Board 
any such Ships, One Eighth Pait, to be equally'divided 
amongst them : To the Lieutenants and Quarter-Ma sters 
of Marines, and Lieutenants, Ensigns, and Quarter-

^ , p , . u „ on aoaiu any Inch Ship, One Eighth Part, 
to be equally divided amongst them : To the'Mldfliin-
men Secretary to Flag Officers, Captain's "Clerk, M i ­
ster Sail Maker, Carpenter's Mates, boatswain's "Mates 

ofUZ,'si,^te?CMfe,'at^mS' C r° ' a ^ ^ S of the Sheets, Coxlwain, Quarter Masters, Q ^ r 
Masters Mates, Ui.rm-geou^Mates, ' Y e o m e n V f e 
Powder Room, and Serjeants of Marines 'or Lan'd-
l'orcfis, on baird any Iuch Ships, One Eighth Part, to-
be equally divided amongst the* : To the Trumpeters 
Quarter-Gunners, Carpenter's .Crew, Steward, t o o k ' 
Aimouier, Stewards Mate, Cook's Mate, Gunsmith; 
Cooper, Swabber, Ordinary Trumpeter, 'Barber, A b b 
Seamen, Ordinary Seamen, and Marine or other Sol­
diers anu all other Persons doing Duty or affistin>on 
board any such Ships, I V o Eighth Parts, to be eqfially 
divided amongst ihem. And i„ case any Sea C a L i n , - ' 
inferiorCommission o r Warrant Sea Officers Wohein**'' 
to any Ship of War, for whom any Shares of PrizesTare 
hereby allowed be absent at the Time of the Capture 
of a n y l W , the Share of such Sea Captain, in/erior 
Commiiiion ov Warrant Sea Officer, ssiall be cast j n £ 
the Shares hereby allowed to thc Trumpeters', Quarter ' 
Gunners, Carpenter's Crew, Steward, Cook, ArmoWei-, 
Steward s Mate, Cook's Mate, Gunsmith, Cooper, Swab- : 

ber, Ordinary 1 rumpttfcr, Barber, Able Seamen, Ordinary 
Seamen and Marine or other Soldiers, and other Persons 
doing Duty or assisting on Board any such Ships, to be 
equally divided amongst them. Provided, That if any 
Olhceror Oflicerts on Board any of Our Ships of W,r 
at the Time of taking any such Prizes, shall have movi 
Commissions or Offices than one, he or they shall be 
intitled only to the Share or Shares of the soid' Prize-'; 
which, according to the above-mentioned Distribution' 
sliall belong to his or their respective superior Commis. 
f.D.is or Ossices. And We do hereby strictly enjpin all 
and ever) Commander and Commanders of any Ship* 
of War, taking any Prize, a's soon as may be, to tnn i 

mit, or cause to be transmitted, to the Commissioners of 
Our Navy, a true List ofthe Names of all tlie Officers, 
Seamen, .Marines, Soldiers, or ot'ndrs; who were actu­
ally on Board Our Ships of War, inkier his or the-ii* 
Command, at the taking such P m e ; which List ssiall 
contain the Qijality of thc Service of each Peison on 
Board, and be subscribed by ihe Captain or Command­
ing Oilicer, and Three or more of the Chief Officer > oil 
Board. And We do hereby require and direct the Corn­
missioners of Our Navy, or any Three or more of them, 
to examine, or cause to be examined, • Iuch Lists by 
the Muster-Books of fucli; Sliips of War, and Lists an­
nexed thereto, to sec th;;t siich Lists do agree'^iih tlie 
said Muster-Book, and artneXt'd Lists, as to the Names, 
Qu_alitie3,. or Ratings of the Officers, Seamen, Marines^' 
Soldiers, and others belonging to such Ship of War ; • 
and, upon Request, foithwith'to'gr'ant a Certificate of 

I the Truth of any List transmitted t>them," to tlie Agents 
' nominated ai.d appointed by tht Captor.-?, pursuant to", 

the said Act, tc take Caro ci'diih se* of liuh Prize'; and"*1 
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