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From featttTDap July 22, tJucfDa^ July 25, to 1775. 

Whitehall, July 1$ 177$' 
^HIS Morning arrived Captain.Chadds, 

of his Majesty's Ship Cerberus, with 
the following Letter, from the Ho­
nourable Lieutenant-General Gage 

to the Earl of Dartmouth, one of His Majesty's 
Principal Secretaries of State. 

Copy of a Letter from the Honourable Lieutenant 
Gcnerc-.l Gage to ihe Earl of Dartmouth. Da­
ted Bcjlcn, June z\, 1775. 

My Lord, 
Am to acquaint your Lordlhip ofan Action that 
happ ned on the 17th instant between His PÆa-

jesty's ^ roops and a large Body of the Rebel 
Forces. 

An Alarm was given at Break of Day, on the 
17th Instant, by a Firing from the Lively Ship of 
War ; and Advice was soon afterwards received, 
that the Rebels had broke Ground, and were raistng 
a Battery, on the Heights of the Peninsula of 
Charles-Town, against the Town of Soston. They 
were plainly seen at Work, and, in a few Hours, a 
lottery of Six Guns "played upon their Works. Pre­
parations vvere instantly made for landing a Body of 
Men to drive them off, and Ten Companies of the 
Grenadiers, Ten of Light Infantry, with the 5th, 
38th, 43d, and 52d, Battalions, with a Proportion 
of Field Artillery, under the Ccrrimand of Major-
General Howe and Brigadier-General Pigot, were 
embarked with great Expedition, and landed on the 
Peninsula without Opposition, under the Protection 
of some Ships of War, armed Vessels, and Beats, 
by whose Fire the Rebels were kept within their 
Works. 

The Troops formed as soon as landed ; the Light 
Infantry posted on the Right, and the Grenadiers 
upon their Left. The 5th and 38th Battalions drew 
up in the Rear of those Corps, and the 43d and 52d 
Battalions made a Third Line. The Rebels upon 
the Heighths-were perceived to be. in great Force, 
and strongly posted. A Redoubt, thrown up on 
the 16th at Night, with other Works, full of Men, 
defended with Cannon, and a large Body posted in 
the Houses in Charles-Town, covered their Right 
Flank; and their Center and Left were covered by 
a Breast-Work; Part of it Cannon-proof, whicii 
reached from the Left of the Redoubt to the Mystick 
or Medford River. 

This Appearance of the Rebels Strength, and 
the large Columns seen pouring, in to their As­
sistance, occasioned an Application for the Troops 
to be reinforced with some Companies of Light 
Infantry and Grenadiers, the 47th Battalion,, 

[ Price Three-Pence. ] f 

and the ist Battalion of Marines ; the Wholfe 
when in Conjunction* making a Body of some­
thing above 2000 Men. These Troops advanced> 
formed in two Lines, and the Attack began by a 
sharp Cannonade from our Field Pieces and How­
itzers, the Lines advancing flovvly, and frequently 
halting to give Time for the Artillery to fire. The 
Light Infantry was directed to force the Left Point 
of the Breast-work, to take the Rebel-Line in Flank, 
and the Grenadiers to attack in Front, supported 
by the 5th and 52d Battalion. These Orders were 
executed with Perseverance, under a heavy Fire 
from the vast Numbers of the Rebels ; and not­
withstanding various Impediments before the Troops 
could reach the Works, and though the Left un­
der Brigadier-General Pigot was engaged also withthe 
Rebels at Charles Town, which at a critical Mo­
ment vvas set on Fire, the Brigadier pursued his 
Point, and carried the Redoubt. . . 

The Rebels' vvere then forced from other strong 
Hold?, and pursued till they were drove clear oft* 
the Peninsula, leaving Five Pieces., of Cannon be­
hind them. 

The Loss the Rebels sustained must have been 
considerable from the great Numbers they carried off 
•during the Time of Action, snd buried in Holes, 
since discovered, exclusive of what they suffered by 
the Shipping and Boats; near one hundred were 
buried the Day after, and thirty found wounded in 
the Field, three of which are since dead. 

I inclose your Lordship a Return of the killed and 
wounded of His Majesty's Troops. 

This Action has shewn the Superiority of th'e 
King's Troops, who, under every Disadvantage, at­
tacked and defeated above three Times their own 
Number, strongly posted and covered by Breast­
works. 

The Conduct of Major-General Howe was con­
spicuous on this Occasion, and his Example spirited 
the Troops, in which Major-General Clinton assisted, 
who followed the Reinforcement. And in Justice to 
Brigadier-General Pigot, I am to add, that the Suc­
cess of the Day must in great Measure be attributed 
to his Firmness and Gallantry. 

Lieutenant-Colonels Nefbit, Abercrombie, and 
Clarke; Majors Butler, Williams,- Bruce, Spend­
love,' Smelt, Mitchell, Pitcairne, and Short, exerted 
themselves remarkably ; and the Valour of the 
Britisti Oflicers and Soldiers in general was at no 
Time more conspicuous than in this Action. : 

I have the Honour to bc, &c. 

Tho, Gage, 

. • Relup 


