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Whitehall, December 2 3.

HE following Petition of the Prefident
and Couacil, and of the Affembly of the
lfland of Antigua, having been tranf-
mizted to the Rizht Honourable the Earl
of Hillfborouzh, one of His Majeity’s Principal Se-
cretaries of State, has by him becn prefented to
His Majefty. : ’
To the K IN G’s moft Excellent M A JESTY.

AY it pleafe Your moft Excellent Majefty to
permit us, the Members of Your Majeity’s
Council, and the Reprefentatives.in the General Af-
zmbly, of Your Majefty’s Ifland of AxTicua, to
beconte Petitioners to Your Majeity, and to tranf-
mit, from thiis remote Part of Your Dominions, and
bring before Your Royal Eye the prefent Diftrefles
of many of Your Majeity’s moft loyal and faithful
Subjelts in this Ifland : Nor fhould we prefume to
intrude on Your Majefty with fo painful a Recital,
were we not encouraged thereto by the well-known
amizble Benevolence of Your Royal Difpofition.
This it is which gives us Reafon to hope, that,
whatever Pain . Your Majefty feels in viewing the
Miferies of Your faithful Subje€s, Your Humanity
fll thinks icfelf in forme Meafure recompenfed by
the Satisfaltion Yoy receive in extending Your Royal
Bounty, to the Comfort of the Unhappy, and Re-
lief of the Diftrefled. :
Your Majefty’s Town of Saint Fobn, the late
flourifhing Metropolis of Antigua, and the Mart and
Store-hoale of it’s Sifter llands, is, in the Space of
a few Hours, from: a rich and well-built City, be-
come 2 Pile of Ruins. A Fire, which broke out on
the Seventeenth Day of Auguft, and burnt with un-
common Fury for ‘U'welve Hours, in Spite of every
Effort to flop it’s Progrefs, has confumed almoit

every valuable Building we could boaft of, and pre- |

fents a Spedtacle of Horror arnd Defolation, equalied
only by the Defpair and Mifery of our poor Inha- -
bitants.  OF the Dwelling-houfes and Stores of our
Marchants, (which were' fiilcd with Provifions and
Giher Goods for the Ute of this and the neighbour-
g Hanc.) cothing now remains but the bare
rails: And tie Dettraction of the greateft Part of
Gur Cilerns an-] Retervoirs, in a ‘Town deftitute of
“FAngs of Water, creates the moft drendful Ap-
Eiehenixons of the Want of that Neceflary of Life.
Lor has the Lofs heen confined to Your Majelty’s
i9jells, as private Jerfons 3 Your Majefty’s Cuttcm-
houie is laid in Afhes. Some of our public Build-
ings have fhared in the general Calamity @ Qur
"kﬂ-h?ufe. Guoal, and 'LAr{cnz-.l, are deltroyed ;
and the Necellity of an immediate Iucreafe of the
wlic Expence, to repair thefe Lofies, adds fHill
more heavily 1o the Diitrefs of the Individoal By
15 unfortunatc and fatal Accidenr, Mok Gracious
fl 'S 1;_manyiFamili:zs of Your Majcfty’s moft faith-
udjelts zre ar once ‘reduced, from Eafe znd
woomizetlemrzf:, to Indigence an'(:lni\f!ifer}'\; and the
Build: -0, {uffained i Provifions, (Soods, and
Mgs is citimated at Fourn HuNDRED
mt:ilo\::r:;;}?z Pouw Ds. The Wants of the
or immedj_-f» Efjou; Sufierers call louuly\on us
his oo al;;ad @ 1{. ;- and the ‘H:n'd of Charity
B the Contr, .'"‘_ { TC‘--JEC(} out for that I-’tlzr-pofe.:
lfend oply. ; Eft‘-OII:S of the Charitable within this
72 12 s prejent Sitaation, are inadequate

to a Calamity, fo general in its Extent, and fo
ruinous in its Confequences. - -

Thus unhappy and difireffed, to whom {under
God) fhould we'look up for Relief or Comfort, but
to your moft Excellent Majefty, whofe paternal and
tender Regard for Your Subjeét;, however diftang
from Your Sacred Perfon, will (we prefume) induce
You to extend Your Royal Bounty towards the India
gent in this Ifland ?  Should Your Majefty be gra-
cioufly pieafed to confider our Inhabitants, who are
thus reduced to Poverty, as Objeéts of Your Royal
Beneficence, we flatter ourfelves, that onr Fellow-
Subjeéls i~ our Mother-Country. animated by Your
great Example, will not confine the good Influence
of that Charity, for which they have been fo long
famed and admired, within the Limits of Great
Britain ; but will generoufly {end forth their Con-
tributions to the unhappy Sufferers in Antigua, and
convince the World, thattheir Bounty, like Your
Majefty’s Gracious and Benevolent Prote@ion, ex.-
tends 1tfelf without Diftinétion to the Diftrefled, in
every remote Quarter’ of Your Majefty’s Domi.
nions.

Your Majefty’s Petitioners therefore moft humbly
pray Your moft Excellént Majefty, That You would
be gracioufly pleafed to extend Your Royal Bounty
towards Your -faithful and: loyal Subje@s in this
Ifland, and to grant them fuch Relief, as to Your
Majefly’s Humanity and Beneficence fhal} feem’
proper. ) S
- And Your Petitioners avill ever pray, &c. .

Epbwarp Or7Fo Barjer, Prefident
- of the Council. - .
THOMAS WarnER, Spraker:

T the Court at St. Fames’s, the zzd Day of
December, 1 769, -

PRESETNT,

:'I'-he KING’s moft Excellent Majefty in Council.

HERE A S there was this Day read at the
“i’ Board a Letter from the Commiflioners of
Cuftoms in Scotland to -the Secretary- of the Tréa-
fury, dated the 12th of this Inftant, fetting forth,
That the Lord Provoft of Edinburgh, as Prefes of
the Convention of the Royal Boroughs in Scotland,

“had informed them, that Mr. John Scuart, Deputy

Confervator of the Scots Privileges at Campveer, -
had tranfmitted to his Lordfhip a Copy of a Placart
publithed by the States of Zeeland, prohibiting,
under certain Reftritions, the Fmportation of Hay
and Straw into the faid Province, as apprehending
the Infe€tion raging in other Parts among the Horned
Cattle had been fpread by the Introdudion of thofe
Commodities ; and informing his Lordthip, that a
Ship called the Peggy of Dyferr, John Spittle Ma-
fter, had taken on Board a Parcel of Hay at Mid-
dleburgh, in order to be landed at Dyfert in Scot-
land ; and his Lordthip having defired that Orders
might be given to the Officers of the Cuftoms for
delaying the Landing of the faid Hay, the fuid:
Commifliencrs of the Cuftoms, in regard to the De- g
iicacy and Importance of the Matter, and to the
Alarm and Apprehenfions which fuch Importa-
tion under thofe Circumflances might occafion, E
had coniulted His Majelty’s Advocate, and agree
able to bis Opinion they comphed with the Requett™]
of the Lord Provoll, and defired Direftions from

;
:

- -
! Prien 'n.-."n_pnﬂnbA 1.



