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From Dartiay November 21, to

Weltminflery, Nevember 24,

H 1S Day His Majefty came to the Houfe
B of Peers, and being in [is Royal Robes
fc:t-ed on the T hrone with the ufual Solemnity,
‘Sir Francis Molyncux, Knt. Genileman Ufher
of the Black Rod, was fent with a Meflage from
His Majefty to the Houfe of Commons, com-
mznding their Attendance in the Boufe of Peers.
The Comimons being com: thither accordingly,
His Majefty- was pleafed to make the following
moft gracious Speech.

My Lords and Gentlemen, ‘
Have chofen to call you together at this Sea-
fon of the Year, that My Parliamecnt might

have full Time for their Deliberations. up»n all
fuch Branches of. the Publick Service as may re-
quirz ‘their immediate Attention, withour the
Neceflity ‘of continuing the Seffion beyond the
Time moft fuitable to My People for the Elec-
tion -of a new Parliament : And I doubt not,
but you will be careful, from the fam= Confi-
derations, to avoid, in your Proccedings, all un-
neceflary Delay. ‘

Nothing in the prefent Situaticn of Affairs
Abroad gives me Reafon to apprehiend, that you
will be prevented, by any Interrupticn of the pub-
lick Tranquillity, from fixing your whole Atten-

Welfare and Profperity of My People.

Among thefe Obje&s of a Domeftick Nature,
none can demand a more fpcedy or more ferious
Attentich, than what regards the high Price of
Corn, which, neither the falurary Laws palled
in the 1aft Seffvin of Parliament, nor the Pro-
duce of the late tizrvelt, have yet been able fo
far to reduce, as to give fulicient Relief to ‘the
Diftreifes ‘of the poorer Sort of My People.

muft have enabled you to judge, whether any
iarth;r Provifions can be made, conducive to the
Attainment of fo defirable an End.

Gentlemen of the Honfe ¢f Commons,

I will order the proper Officers to lay before
;‘;9" the Eftimates for the Service of the enfuing
ear.
The Experience T have had of your conftant
Readinefs to grant Me all fuch Supplies as fhould
be found ncgcﬂ‘ary. for the Securitv, Intereft,
and Honor of the Nation, (and [ bave no other
toafk of vou) renders it unnce-flury for Me to
add any Exhortations upon this Flead; and I

will induce you to perfevere, with equal Alacrity,
in your Endeavers to diminifh
Debt; while, on My Part, no Care fhall be
wanting to contribute, as far as poffible, to the

the Natisnal

Attainment of that moft eflential Obje&t,: by

every frugal Application of fuch Supplies, as
you fhall grant.

Ay Lords and Gentlemnen,

The Neceflity of improving the prefent gene-
rz2l Tranquillity to the great Purpofe of main-
taining the Strength, the Reputation, . and the
’rofperity of this Country, ought to be ever; be-
fore your Eyes. To render your Deliberations
for that Purpofe fuccefsful, endeavor to cultivate
a Spirit of Harmony among yourfclves. My
Concurrence in whatever will promote the Hap-
pinefs of My Pecple, you may always depend
upon: And in that Light, I fhall ever be de-
firous of encouraging Union among all thofe,
who wifi well to their Country.

Naples, Octoher 27. A Courier from Vi-
enna arrived here on Saturday laft with the me-
lancholy Account of the Death of the Arch-
dutchefs Maria Jofepha: The Court and City
are in great Affliction upon this unhappy Event.

Laff \Week has cxhibited repeated Scenes of
Horror, the Eruption of Mount Vefuvius ha-
ving continued with great Violence : Many fice
Vineyards are dcftroyed 5 and fome Villa’s; but
his Sicilian Majefty’s Palace and the Mufeum of
Portici have efcaped, by the Lava’s taking ano-
ther Courie, when it was within a Mile and an
Half of them. From Monday laft till this
Day, although the Weather has been fine and
calm, we have not feen the Sun clear ; and fome
Days the Afbes were fo. thick in the Air, as to
give the Sun the Appearance of a clouded Moon.
The Concuflion of the Air from the ‘Explofions
of the Mountain were fo violent on Mouday
and Tuefday Nights, and on Thur{day Noon,
that many Doors and Windows, even at Naples,
were forced open by them. At Portici, in the
King’s Palace, a Door that was locked was
forced open’; yet we do not find, except upon
the Mountain itfelf, that there have been any
Earthquakes. The Explofions and Concuflions
of the Air were moft terrible on Thur{day.
We obferved, that the Noife generally con-
tinued, each Time, between Five and Six
Hours, and then ceafed as fuddenly as it be-
gan. The Stones thrown up by thefe Ex-
plofions were of an enormaous Size, and were
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thrown between Five and Six Hundred Feet highc,l
' , an
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