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By the KING,
A PROCLAMATION

For Pardoning and Difcharging Soldiers nowo in
Cuflody for Defertion.

GEORGE R _ .
Hereas divers Soldiers, duly enlifted, or in
Pay as boldiers, in certiin Regiments and
Military Corps, which have been fince difbanded or
difembadied, and in other Regiments or Corps now
fubfiting, have deferted Odr Setvice, and thereby
incirred the Peralties refpetively inflited for fuch
Offence, by feveral AQts of Parliament paffed for
punithing Mutiny and Defertion : And whereas
many of the fald Delerters have been apprehended
at various T'imes, and commiitted for fafe Cuftody
to the fcveral Goals of Prifons belonging to the
Counties, Towns, or Pla¢es, where Tuch Deferters
have been foupd or apprehended, to the End that t‘hey’
might be proceeded againft according to Law; the
Names of which Deferters have been, from Time to
" Time, ttanfmitted to our Secretary at Wat for the
"Time being, purfuant to the Provifions of fuch A&s
of Parliament mad¢ for Punithing Mutiny and De-
fertion as aforefaid : And whereas We are gracioufly
difpofed to extend Our Royal Mercy to the faid Of-
fenders, who may be hereafter ufeful to their Country
in following their honeft and lawful Occupations, in
Cafe they are enabled thereto, by receiving Our free
Pardon ; and being difcharged out of Cuftody in
Confequence thereof ; We have therefore thought
fit, by and with the Advice of Our Privy.Council,
to iffue this Our Royal Proclamation, and We do
hereby; for Us, Our Heirs and Succeflors, pardon
and remit all and every fuch Offence and Offences of
Defertion, from any -fuch Regiments or Military
Corps, comwitted by any Perfon or Perfons now in
- Cuftody as aforefaid : And We do alfo releafe and
difcharge the faid Offenders from all Profecutions,
Tmprifonments, and, Penalties, commenced or in-
curred, for, or by reafon of any fuch Offence or
Offences : And We do hereby, by and with the Ad-
vice of Our faid Privy-Council, declare Our farcher
Pleafure, and do will and require all and every
Goaler and Goalers, -Keeper and Keepers of any
Goal, Houle of Correlltion, or Prifon, where any
fuch Delerter or Defeiters is or are in Cuftody, to
difcharge him or them forthwith, without Fee or Re-
ward; upon receiving a Certificate or Certificates un-
- der the Hand of Our Secretary at War for the Time
being, chat the Name or Names of fuch Deferier or
Deferters, do appear to him to have be¢n tranfmit.
ted to the War Office, purfuant to the Provifions of any
of the {aid Acts. And We hereby further Charge and
Cosnmand every fuch Goaler or Keeper, within the
Space of Seven Days after receiving any fuch Cer-
tificate as aforefaid, to make a Return to Qur Secre-
tary at War for the Time being, of what fuch Goaler
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of Keéper fhall have done_in Pirfuancé of fuch Cer-
tificate, and of this Our Royal Proclamation.—Pro-
vided always, that nothing hefeint contained fliall
extend to difcharge any Perfon or Perfons fo in
Cuftody for any fuch Offence of Defertion, from any.
Crime, Cadfe, or Matter, for which he or they fhall
have been lawfually committed, or detained in the
Cuftody of any fuck Goaler or Kéeper, other thar
fuch Offence ot Offences of Drefertion,

Given at Gur Cauit at St. Fames's, the 26th Day
of May, 1763, in e Third Year -of Ouf
Reiga. . .

G OD Sive the KIN G,

o 8¢, Fames's, May 28. .

The following Addre(s of the Bithop, the Dédn
and Chapter, the Chancellor, and the Reft of the
Clergy of the Church and Diotefe of Gloucefter,
has beer prefented to Flis Majefty by the Rev, Dr.
Gally, Senjor Prebendary, being introduced by the
Lord of His Majefty’s Bed.Chamber in Waiting §
Which Addrefs  His Majcfty vvas plea(ted' td receivé
very gracioufly, .

To the Kirg’s moft Extellent Majefty:

Moft gracious Sovereipn, : )

WE your Majefty’s dutiful and faithful Subs

jefls, the Bithop, the Dean and Chapter; -
the Chantellor, and the Reft of the Clergy of the
Church and Dideefe of Gloucefter, after having 6f-
fered up our grateful Sacrifice of Praife and Thankf-
giving to the great Author of all human Bleflings;.
as your own Piety direfted, beg Leave to approach
your Royal Prefehce, with oiir humble Gratulations
on the Succefs of your Majefty's humandand princely
Labours in procuring Peace for Europe, when you
had effe€tiially vindicatéd the Infults on your Impe-
rial Crown, by a large Acdeflion to the Britith Em-
pire of ample and froitful Dominions, folemnly
yielded up to ycur vi€torious Arms by the Powers
offeriding., . .

To fee fo defirable an End put to the Defolations
of War and Bloodfhed (that Opprobrium of Chriftian .
Profeffion) cannot but fill the Hearts of us, the -
Meflenigers and Minifters of Peace, with the warmeft
Gratitude towards your Rdyal Perfon for this iné
eﬂi\rﬂn}able Blefling. . . o

hile thé other Part of your Majefly’s ha nd
loyal Subjels are employc)c(i in génjerorxs aﬁgp)l’a:cri;
otic Flans for improving and ehobling thefe vaft Ac-
quifitioris by Civil Arts, Agriculture, and Commerce ;
we, the Servints of Religion, pleafe ourfelves in
the fublimer Views of extending the Kingdom of
Chrift through boundlefs Regions of unknown, and
unnamed Barbarians j Regions, which the evetlafting
Gofpel, in its Truth and Purity, nevér yet ens
lightened:” -

And gnder the Abfpices.of a Monarch, the Friéx::‘


file:///Vhereas

