Leicefter-Houfe, February 8.

This Day the Baron de Cramm, Envoy Extraor-
dindry from the Duke of Brun{wick, had his Au-
dience of Leave of her Royal Highnefs the Princefs
Dowager of Wales.

And afterwards of their Royal Highneffes the Duke
of York and Princefs Augufta.

To all which he was introduced by Sir Charles
Cottrell Dormer, Xnt. Mafter of the Ceremonies.

Admiralty-Office, February 10.

Rear Admiral Holmes, in his Letter from Ja-
maica, of the 11th of November laft, to Mr, Clev-
Iand, gives an Account, of having Intelligence, that
five French Frigates, with other Veflels, were get-
ting ready at Cape Frangois, to fail in the Month of
October for Old France ; he made a proper Difpofition
of His Majefty’s Ships under his Commaand to inter-
tept them ; and iving ftationed them accordingly,
the Enemy failed from the Cape the 16th of the{aid
Month of O&ober, with the five Frigates and other
Veflels, to the Number of Eight Sail.

That on the 17th, at Sun-rife, the Hampthire,
Lively, and Boreas, faw them due Eaft, and gave
Chace; Cape Nicholas bearing S. by E. eight
Leagues. They difcovered them {oon to be the Ene-
my; but their utmoft Efforts were buffled all Day,
by little and variable Winds, fo that they neared
them but flowly.

In the Evening the Breeze frefhned, which brou ght
them faft up with the Chace ; and at Twelve at
Night, the Boreas, being the headmoft Ship, got
along-fide the Sirenne, commanded by Commodore
M<Cartie. They engaged very fmartly for z5 Mi-
nutes, when the Sirenne declined the Aftion, fhot
a-head, and wanted to get o The Boreas, difa-
bled in his Rigging, could not again clofe with her
till Two in the Afternoon of next Day ; when a vige-
rous Action recommenced off the Eaft End of Cuba,
and continued till 40 Minutes paft Four, when the
Sirenne ftruck. :

At the Time the Boreas firft engaged the Sirenne,
fhe was to the Northward of the Hampthire and
Lively, who were in Chace of the other four Fri-
gates, that were making the beft of their Way to
the Southward; but the Night being dark and
fqually, they were only able to keep Sight of them.

On the 18th, at Day-light, the Enemy were fix
Miles a-head of the Lively, exerting all their Skill to
make the Welt End of Tortuga, and get into Port
an Paix. The Lively, whomade good Ufe of her
Oars, was confiderably a-head of the Hampfhire,
and got up along-fide the Valeur, the fternmoft of
the Enemy, at Half an Hour paft Seven, when a very
fmart Aion enfued, and continued for an Hour and
a Half, when the Valeurftruck.

The Hampthire kept on after the other three Fri-
gates ; and the Wind frefhning, the gained fo fuft
upon them, that, at Half paft ' hree in the After-
noon, fhe got between the Duke de Choifeunl and the
Prince Edward, -the two headmoft Ships, and open’d
her Fire upon them ; but the firft having the Advan-
tage of the Wind, made her Retreat good into Port
au Paix ; the other run on Shore about two Leagues
to Leeward, when fhe ftruck her Colours; and,
on the Hampthire preparing to take Pofleflion, the
Enemy fet her on Fire, -and fhe blew up.

On. the 1gth, in the Moraing, the Hampfhire,
having the Lively and her Prize in Company, made
Sail towards Frefh-Water Bay, which lies a little
further to the Leeward of Port an Paix, to take or
deftroy the Fleur de Lis, their fternmoft of the three
Fiigates the had chafed the Day before; but on his

Approach, the Enemy likewife fet her on Fire, and
fhe blew up. .

Three of the five Frigates, viz. the Sirenne, the
Fleur de Lis, and the Valeur, were King® Frigatcs,
and landed 643 Veteran Troops, with a Brigadier-
General, at Martinico, in their Way from France to
Cape Francois; the other two belonged to Mer-
chants; and they were all loaced with Indigo and
Sugar.

I have annexed an Account of the Five Fiigates
intercepted by the Detachment pofled, as zlove, in
the Weftern Paflage ; and beg Leave to congrata-
late their Lordfhips on our Succefs, and the interett-
ing Lofs fuftained by the Enemy, on this Occafion.
At the fame Time, it gives me the agreeable Oppor-
tunity of exprefling my perfet Efteem and Approba-

‘tion of the Condu& and Spirit of the thre¢ Com-

manders, aad the Officers and Men of His Majefty's
three Ships, who fell in with the Enemy ; and I have
no lefs Efteem for the Officers and Men of all the
other Ships, who thewed the greateft Diligence and
Attention, in guarding the other Paffages, upon the
fame Service. ’

oA Account of the Five French Frigates taken, burnt,
and chafed into Port au Paix, in the lfland of
Hifpaniola.

The Sirenne, Commodore M*Cartie, of 32 Guns,
and 280 Men, ftruck to the Boreas, Capt.
Uvedale, of 28 Guns, and having only 170
Men on board, the 18th of O&ober,

On board the Boreas, On board the Sirenne,
killed wounded < Killed and wounded - 8o
¥ 1 Moft of the wounded fince dead

The Valeur, Capt. Talbot, of 20 Guns and 160
Men, ftruck to the Lively, the Hon. Captain
Maitland, of zo Gans and 160 Men, the 18th

of Q&aber.
On board the Valcur,
On board theLively, \ Killed, 1 Licutenant and 27
killed wounded Private. ‘
2 none Wounded, the Captatn,Mafter,

Boatfwsin, and 22 Private,

 The Duc de Choifeul, a
Merchaat Frigate, Capt. Belle-
van, of 32 Gauns and 180 Mer,
efcaped into Port au Paix.

The Prince Edward, 2 Mer-
ctant Frigate, Capt. Dubois,
of 32 Guns and 180 Men,
burnt and deftroyed to Lee-
ward of Port au Paix, the 18th
of O&tober.

The Fleur de Lis, 2 King's
Frigate, Capt. Diguarty, of 32
Guns antl 1go Men, burnt and
defiroyed in Frefh Water Bay,
to Leeward of Port au Paix,

[_the 19th of Oftober.

The Hamptfhire,
Capt. Norbury, of
50 Guns and 330
Men, chafed the 3¢
oppofite Frigates,
and deftroyed two of
them as expreffed.

Admiralty Office, February tc.
Captain Levifon Gower, of His Mzjefly’s Ship
Quebec, brought into Gibraltar Bay, the 27th of

| December, a French Privader called the Pheenix, of

18 Guns and 125 Men, which he had taken off
Cape Palos.

Admiralty Offce, February 10.

Captain Loggie, of His Majefty’s Ship Brilliant, .
gives an Account, in his Letter of the 2d Iuftant, of
his having that Day, in Latitede 49°. 23°, and
Longitude ¢°. 10". W. retaken and fert into Ply:
mouth, the John and Elizabeth, of London, from

: Guar-



