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; Apmirarty-Orrice, Auguf 3.

Licut. Pnicipr Dumanesq of his Majefty’s fhip Cafar,
arrived laft night with difpatches from Rear-Admiral
Sir James SauMarEZ, Bart. of which the following
are copics:

S1R, Czlar, off Cape Trafalgar, July 13.

It has pleafed the Almighty to crown the
exertions of this fquadron with the moft deci-
five fuccefs over the enemies of their country.

The three French line-of-battle fhips difubled
in the action of the G:h inftant, off Algeziras,
were, on the 8th, reinforced by a fquadron of
five Spanifh line-of.battle fhips, under the com-
mané of Don Juan Joaquin de Moreno, and a
Trench fhip of 74 guns, wearing a broad pen-
dant, befides three frigates, and an incredible
number of gun-boats and other veflels, and got
under fail yelterday morning, together with his
Majelty’s late fhip Hannibal, which they had
fucceeded in getting off the fhoal on which fhe
ftruck. ‘

I almolt defpaired of having a fufficient force
in readincfs to oppofe to fuch numbers, but,
through the great exertions of Captain Brenton,
the officers and men belonging to the Ceefar, the
fhip was in readinels to warp out of the Mole
yelterday morning, and got under weigh imme-
diately after with all the fquadron, except the
Pompee, which fhip had not had time to get in.
her malts. °

Confiding in the zeal and intrepidity of the
officers and men I had the happine(s to ferve
with, I determined, if poflible, to obltruct the
paflage of this very powerful force to Cadiz.
Late in the evening [ obferved the enemy’s (l:ips
to have cleared Cabareta Point, and at eight T
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bore up with the fquadron to ftand after them.
His Majelty’s fhip Superb being (tationed a-
head of the Czfad, T direfted Captain Keats to-
make fail and attack the {ternmoft thips in the
enemy’srear, ufing hisendeavours to keep in fhore
of them. At eleven the Superb opened her fire
clofe to the enemy’s fhips, and on the Czfar’s
coming up and preparing to engage a three-
decker that had hauled her wind, fhe was per-
ceived to have taken fire, and the flames having
communicated to a fhip to leeward of her, both
were {een in a blaze, and prefented a moft aw-
ful fight. No poflibility exifting of offering the
lealt affiltance in f{o diftreffing a fituation, the
Ceefar paffed to clofe with the (hip engaged by
the Superb, but by the cool and determined fire
kept upon her, which muft ever refleét the
highelt credit on that {hip, the enemy’s (hip was
completely filenced, and foon after hauled down
her colours.

The Venerable and Spencer having at this
time come up, I bore up after the enemy, who
were carrying a prefs of fail (tanding out of the
Straits, and lolt fight of them during the night.
It blew exceflively hard till day-light, and in
the morning the only (hips in company were the
Venerable and Thames ahead of the Ceelar, and
one of the French fhips at -fome diftance from
them, ftanding towards the fhoals of Conil, be-
fides the Spencer altern coming up:

All the fhips immediatcly made fail with'a
frefh breeze, but, as we approached, the wind
fuddenly failing, the Venerable was alone able
to bring her to aion, which Captain Hood did
in the molt gallant manner, and had nearly fi-
lenced the Irench fhip, when his’ mainmaft
(which had been_before wounded) was unfortu-
nately fhot away, and it coming nearly calm, the

-poflibility of following her.

enemy’s {hip was enabled to get off withoit any

The highelt praifc is due to Captain Hood,
the officers and men of the Venerable, for their
{pirit and gallantry in the a&ion, which entitled
them to better fuccefs. The French fhip was
an eighty-four, with additional guns on the gun-
wale.

This aétion was {o' near the fhore, that the
Venerable ({truck on one of the fhoals, bat was
foon after got off and taken in tow by the
Thames, but with the lofs of all Ker malts. -

The enemy’s fhips are now in fight to ‘the
weltward, {tanding in for Cadiz. The Superb
and Audacious, with the captured fhip, are alfa
in fight; with the Carlotta Portuguefe frigate,
commanded by Captain Craufurd Duncan, who
very handfomely came out with the {quadron,
and has been of the greateflt afliftance to Captain
Keats, in {taying by the eneimy’s fhip captured
by the Superb. .

I am proceeding with the fquadron for Ro-
fier Bay, and fhall progeed the moment the fhips
are refitted to refume my ftation. g
" No praifes that I can beftow are adequate to |
the merits of the officers and fhip’s companies '
.of all the fquadron, particularly for their unre- |
mitted exertions in refitting the fhips at Gibral- !
tar, to which, in a greac degree, is to be afcribed 7
the fuccels of the fquadron againft the enemy. %

Although the Spencer and Audacious had" i
not the good fortune to partake of this-aétion, I
have no doubt of their exertion, had they come . |
up in time to clofé with the enemy’s fhips. ’ ;

My thanks are alfo due to Captain Holles of g
the T'hames, and to the Honourable Captain . oy
Dundas of the Calpe, whofe affitance was pars |
ticularly ufeful to Captain Keats in fecuringthe
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