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HE following Addreffes of the General
T Affembly of the Church of Scotland,
having been tranfmitted by the Earl of Leven
and Melvill, his Majelty’s’ High Commiffioner,
0 his Grace the Duke of Portland, one of his
Majefty’s Principal Secretaries of State, have
been by him prefented to the King ; which Ad-
dreffes his Majelty was pleafed to receive very
gracioufly :

May it pleafe your Majefly,

‘We have received, with the moft fincere re-
{pe@ and gratitade, the very gracious letter with:
which your Majelty has been pleafed to hnnourl
this meeting: of the General Affembly of thel
Church of Scotland. : _

Senfible that it is our peculiar duty to provide
for the prefervation of pure religion, and remem-
bering that the advancement of piety, and the

pradtice of every Chriltian duty, -at all times de-:

mand from us the greaceft afliduity and care, we
feel that thefe confiderations are entitled to more
than ordinary attention, when notions and prin-
ciples, equally defiru&ive of the temperal and e-
ternal welfare of thofe who eatertain them, have
been induftrioufly propagated amonglt all orders
and degrees of men. Thefe notions and prin-
ciples, we beg leave to affurc your Mujelty, it'is
our firm purpefe fteadily and uniformly to op-
pofe 5 and we 'hope that our endéavours, com-
bining with the efforts of all' toavhom the interefls
of Chriftianity are facred, "and aided by the blef
fing of the Mol High, may ftill be efféctual to
expofe their evil tendency, and check their pro-
grels. In times like the prefent, when the cne-
mies of religion (like the enemies of focial ora
der) are always on the watch, and will not fail
to profit by every-advantage which InKewarmnefs
or inadvertence may afford them, we feel that the
duties incumbent on vs are unufually 'difficult
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and momentous. We are convinced, that any
relaxation of thofe exertions, which Divine Pro-
vidence has hitherto crowned with fuccefs; may
be produdtive of the moft fatal and ruinous effects 5
and, acting under the inflience of this convi@ion,
we fhall ftudy to afford to the friends of piety
and good morals every .protedtion which can re-
fult from the vigilant difcharge of the important
dutics which your Majelty has fo earneltly re-
commended to our attention,

We are encouraged to apply ourfelves, with
the moft unwearied zeal and’ afliduity to the ac-
complithment of this great objed, by the confi-
dence which your Majelty is pleafed to repofe in
us: And while we have ‘a-proper fenfe of the
difficulties with which-the friends of rcligion and
good order have to coptend, we arc grateful to

| Almighty God that we are bleffed with a Sove-|

reign whofe example and authority are uniform-
.1y employed to enforce the fanétions of religion,
‘and give weight to the admonitions of its teach-
ers.

We truft, that both as individuals watching
ovér the people under our care, and as an Af
fembly confulting for the general-intereft of the
Church of Scotlind, we fhall' ‘ever maintain that
facred fenfe of religious obligation, that loyal at-
tachment to .your Majefty’s perfon and Govern-
ment, that tender concern for the welfare of the
people committed to our charge, and that {pirit
of Chriftian love and charity towards each other,
‘which have hitherto recommended us to your
royal protecion, and which ‘your Majeity- has
condelcended to mention with approbation.

We rely with'eatire conlidence on-your Ma-
jefty’s gracious affurance, that the jult rights and
privileges of the Church of Scotland.are objecis

tion to maintain. them unimpaired : that your
Maijelty has’ déigned to admonifh us with fuch
affectionate zeal, of the various and: important
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of your efpecial care 5 and that it is your refolus

duties incumbent on us, we confider as a rencwed | .

proof of that warm concern for the interefts of
religion, and the profperity of your people?
which has rendered your Majelty fo jultly dea®
to all good men. We are feafible that on the
manner in which thefe duties are difcharged, th

welfare of the cftabliiment, the interelts of civil
fociety, and the influence of religion, muft in a
great meaflure depend ; and we take the liberty
to affure your Majelty, that both by our precepts
and our example, . we fhall ever ftudy to promote
the interelts of religion and virtue, and to diffu(
among the people under our care fentiments of

attachment to our happy conflitution, loyalty to-

your Majelty’s. perfon “and- Government, and-
zeal for the public good.

‘The reprefentation of your royal perfon in our
General Affemblies we regard with the highelt
refpect as the fymbol of that union between church
and {tate, which tends to give ftability to both.
We receive, as a teltimony of your paternal re-
gard for the interelts of the Church-of Scotland,
the appointment of the Earl of Leven and Mel.
vill as your Maje(ty’s Commiflioner in thisA Tem.
bly : his approved loyalty to your Majefty, his
warm zeal for the caufe of religion, his hered;-
tary attachment to the Church of Scotland, and
his tried fidelity in the high office with which
your Majelty has again been pleafed to invelt
him, give us the fullett confidence that we fhall
continue to receive from his faithful fervices the
nmolt effectual co-operation and fupport in pros
moting the two areat ends of religien, the glory
of God, and: the welfare of mankind..

Your Mujefty’s donation of 1000l for the
propagation of Chriltian krowledge in the High- -
lands and Iflands of Scotland, we have received
with the molft fincere gratitude ;. and it fhall be
our care to employ this mark of your royal mu-
nificence for promoting, in the moft efficacious.
manner, the pious purpofe for which it is be-
{towed. . ; 5
That Almighty God,ithe. God.and Fither. of:
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