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ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, AUGUST 9. i8oo. )
Copy of a Letter from the Earl of St Vincent, K. B. Admiral
of the White, 8cc. t» Evan ‘Nepean, Efg. dated on hoard his

Majefty’s thip Roxal George, at {ea, the gthinflant.

" six, e ) <
I did not think thic cutelpiisas vl Ois Eaward Iia-
milton or of-Captain. Campbell could have been ris
valled, until I read the inclofed letter from Sir Ed-
ward Pellew, relating the delperaté fervice per orm-
ed by aéing Lieutenant.Cognlan, of the Viper cucter,
on the 2gth July, which hav filled me with pride and
admirations and although tHe circumftance of his not
having completed his time in his Majefty’s navy ope-
rates at prefent againft his recciving the reward he is
moft ambitious. of (obtaining; I am pétfuaded the
L.:ds Commiffioners of the sdmiralty will do all in
their power to confole him tnder his {evere wounds,
and grant him promotion the moment he is in a ca-
pacity to receive it.

. X am, Sir, &ec. &
‘ St VincenT.

MY LORD, Tmpetueux, Palais-Road,; Augl1. 18c0.

1 have true pleafure in ftating vo, your Lordihip the.good
conduét of Lien:enant leremiah Coghlin, to w..om, for former
gallonz hehaviour, you had given an uéting commiffion to com-
man.,the Viper cutter, from this fhiv.

“Ihis gallant young mar , wneh watching Port Louis, thought
he conld fucceed in boarding fome of the cutters or gun-vellels
which have been-moving about the entrance of that.harbour,
anid fin. this' purpofe-he ¢ntreated a tén-oared cutter from me,
wit.i twelve-volunteers 3 and on Tuefday night the dgth init.
hé r0n¥ this'hoat, with- Mt Silas H Paddon, Midhipman, and
&% of his-men. making, with-himfelf, twenty, 2: d accompani-
ed by Lis own boat and one from the Am-thyft, he determined
vpon-bourding ra-gun-brig mounting three long 24-pounders,
and: four G-pounders, full of men, moored with {prings on her
cables, in a naval port of diftcult accefs, within piftol-thot of

Price Sixpence. v

three batteries, furrounded by feveral arnied, craft, and not a
mile from a feventy-four and two frigates, bearing an Admi-
ral’sflag. Undifmayed by fuch formidable appearances,the early
difcovery of his approach (for they were at quarters), and the
loft aid of the two uther boats, he bravely determined to attack
alone, and buarded her on the quarter ; but _unhappily; in the

~JarK, JUMpIng 1nto 2 trawi-nethung up to dry, he was pierced

throughi the thigh by a pike, and feveral of his men hurt, and
all.knoekc_q_b.:ck into the boat. ’

Unchecked in ardour, they hauled the boat further a.head,
and azain boarded, and maintained againft 85 men, 16 of whom
were {oltiers, an obftinate conflict, killing fix and wounding
20, among whom was every officer belonging to her,  Hisown
lofs 1 killed arid 8 woundcd ; himfelf in two places, Mr Pad-

+dof in fix. T feel particularly happy in the expected fafery of

all the wounded. He fpeaks in the higheft terms of Mr Pad-

{ don and the whole of his party, many of Whom were knocked
overboard, and twice beal into the boat, but returned to the

tharye with unabated courage. I truit I fhall ftand excufed
by vour Lordihip for fo minute 4 defcription, produced by my:

¢ adm ration 8f tnat courage which, hand to hand, gave wnitory
. to a handful of brave fellows over four times their number; and

of that fkill which formed, conducted, and cffected fo daring
an enterprife, y

Le Cerbere, comwmanded by a Lieutenant de Vaiffeau, and
towed out under a very heavy fire, is given up as a prize by
the {quadron to mark their adipiration, and will not, I know,
be the unly reward of (uch bravery; they will receive that
protection your Lord(hip fo liberally accords to all the young
men in the fervice who happily diftinguifh themfelves under
your command.

1 enciofe Lientenant Coghlan’s letter, and have the honout
to be, &c. Epwarp PELLEW.
Admiral the Earl of St Vincent;

K. B. &c, &ec. &, '

His Majefty's Ciitter Vieer, Tuelday morning,

_DEAR SIR, Eight o’clock.

I have fucceeded in bringing out the gun brig Le Cerbete,
of three guns 24 pounders, and four fix-pounders, and $7 men,
commanded by a Lirutenant de Vaiffeau. Pray forgive me
when I (ay from under tne batzeries of Port Louis, and after »
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