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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 1862.

The Speech of the Lord* Commissioners to both
Houses of Parliament, on Thursday, February 6,
1862.

My Lords, and Gentlemen,

WE are commanded by Her Majesty to assure
yon that Her Majesty is persuaded that

yon •will deeply participate in the affliction by
which Her Majesty baa been overwhelmed by the
calamitous, untimely, and irreparable loss of her
belored Consort, who has been her comfort and
support.

it tin been, feowsrver, soothing to Her Majesty,
while suffering moat acutely under this awful dis-
pensation of Providence, to receive from all classes
of her subjects the most cordial assurances of their
sympathy with her sorrow, as well as of their ap-
preciation of the noble character of trim, the great*
ness of whom loss to Her Majesty, and to the
Nation, is BO justly and so universally felt and
lamented.

We are commanded by Her Majesty to assure
you that she recurs with confidence to your assist-
ance and advice.

Her Majesty's relations with all the European
Powers continue to be friendly and satisfactory;
and Her Majesty trusts there is no reason to appre-
hend any disturbance of the peace of Europe.

A question of great importance, and which might
have led to very serious consequences, arose between
Her Majesty and the Government of the United
States of North America, owing to the seizure and
forcible removal of four passengers from on board a
British mail-packet by the commander of a ship-of-
war of the United States; but that question has
been satisfactorily settled by the restoration of the
passengers to British protection, and by the dis-
avowal by the United States Government of the
act of -violence committed by their naval officer.

The friendly relations between Her Majesty and
the President of the United States have therefore
remained unimpaired.

Her Majesty warmly appreciates the loyalty and
patriotic spirit which have been manifested on this
occasion by her North American subjects. 4

•The wrongs committed by various parties and by
successive Governments ia Mexico npon foreigners
resident within the Mexican territory, and for
which BO satisfactory redress could be obtained,
hare led to the conclusion of a Convention between
Her Majesty, the Emperor of the French, and the
Queen of Spain, for the purpose of regulating a

combined operation on the coast of Mexico, with a
view to obtain that redress which has hitherto been
withheld.

That Convention, and papers relating to that
subject, will be laid before yon.

The improvement which has taken place in the
relations between Her Majesty's Government and
that of the Emperor of China, and the good faith
with which the Chinese Government have continued
to fulfil the engagements of the Treaty of Tien-tsin,
have enabled Her Majesty to withdraw her troops
from the city of Canton, and to reduce the amount
of her-force OB the coast and in the sea* of China.

Her Majesty, always anxious to exert her infln-
ence for the preservation of peace, has "included a
Convention with the Sultan of Moroce <by mean*
of which the Sultan has been enabled raise the)
amount necessary for the fulfilment of c- ain treaty
engagements which he had contract! towards
Spain, and thns to avoid the risk of t enewal of
hostilities with that Power. That Con ion, and
papers connected with it will be laid b« , you.

Gentlemen of the House of Common.,
Her Majesty commands us to inform yon that

she has directed the estimates for the ensuing year
to he laid before yon. They have been framed with
a due regard to prudent economy, and to the effi-
ciency of the public service.

My Lords, and Gentlemen,
Her Majesty commands as to inform you that

measures for the improvement of the law will be
laid before you, and among them will be a bill for
rendering the title to land more simple, and its
transfer more easy.

Other measures of pufcKe usefulness relating to
Great Britain and to Ireland-will b« submitted for
your consideration.

Her Majesty regrets that ia some parts of the
United Kingdom, and in certain branches of in-
dustry, temporary causes have produced consider-
able pressure and privation ; bat Her Majesty baa
reason to believe that the general .condition of
the country is sound and satisfactory.-'

Her Majesty confidently common'
interests of the Nation to your wy
care ) and she fervently prays th
Almighty God nay attend your
may guide them to the promotion |
happiness of Her People.


