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Brigadier Steuart, whom I had called up, ad-
vancing from the Eedgha, with a few rounds of
artillery, sent the rebels on the other side of the
river into the jungle, and the whole retreated
rapidly to a precipitous ridge above the village of
Chunderapore, four miles to the north-west of
Rathgur, from whence they had started in the
morning.

Captain Hare came up with the rear of the
rebels before they reached the ridge, and cut up
several of them.

Captain Hare and Lieutenant Westmacott, at-
tached to the Hyderabad Cavalry, did good service
on this occasion, and Lieutenant Moore, of the 3d
Bombay Light Cavalry, who, on account of the
few artillerymen, served a gun with effect, deserves
also to be mentioned.

After nightfall the rebels made a feeble and
unsuccessful attack on the left of the camp from
the Saugor Eoad. The rebels, who had come-from
their fortified Camp Noreonlee, and from the Fort
of Kooreye, failed completely in their attempt to
surprise the camp and relieve Rathgur. During
the whole time of their attack the breaching bat-
teries continued their fire. Colonel Turnbull re-
ported that the breach would be practicable for an
assault the next day, at sunset.

Accounts now came into me that the rebels from
the Chunderapore ridge had early in the morning
attacked, in the difficult pass mentioned in the first
part of this report, a convoy of supplies coming for
my force from the west, and had killed Scindia's
vakeel who was in charge of it.

The safety of my supplies rendered it necessary
that the enemy should be driven from Chundera-
pore during the night. I was employed in making
arrangements for attacking them, which was not
easy, as my force was already engaged in an
operation for which in former times a force of four
times their strength was considered necessary.
However, I was on the point of marching against
Chunderapore, when two spies I had sent out dur-
ing the night came in and reported that the enemy
had left that place for Barodia.

On visiting the Eedgha, Brigadier Steuart re-
ported to me that about 4 o'clock A..M. the enemy
had attempted to make a sortie from the main gate,
which he had driven back with Captain Lightfoot's
9-pounders. A Bhopal officer came up, and re-
ported that he had cut up twenty-five, out of
fifty, of the garrison who had attempted to force
their way by his patrol. Colonel Liddell reported
also, at the same time, that, judging from the still-
ness in the fort, that its garrison were escaping, he
had entered it by the incompleted breach, with
part of the 3d Europeans, who, after receiving
some shot from the few rebels still there, had killed
them and taken possession of the fort. The main
body fled by an ancient sally port and a hole dug
under the parapet to the south-west, from which,
when I entered the fort, the ropes were hanging
by which they had let themselves down. The
reports of all the officers on duty state that these
rebels, crossing a ford over the Beena, to the south-
west, under the Bhopal Camp, passed through the
Bhopal lines into the jungle ; the Bhopal troops
fired a few shots at the fugitives ; two or three of
their dead baggage animals in this ford showed
the track they had taken. The Bhopal troops have
been, and are still, so useful to me, that I merely
mention this circumstance, which is nothing out of
the way amongst Oriental troops, out of justice to
my own force.

The garrison, stated to be 400 or 500 in num-
ber, had—although many of them were warlike
valaitees and Pathans, despite of their determina-
tion that they would hold Rathgur or die—not been

able to stand the shelling, or meet the
assau.t I am glad to say that the
tbe rock prevented the escape, and c
ture of most of the chief rebels, and of
the rest, Alahomed Fazil Khac, 'a relal
Regent of Bhopal, and the military chief rf
rebels in these districts, and all his staff such
they were, attempted to cross the Beena. h
seeing the videttes of Her Majesty's HiT Li!r
Dragoons on the other bank, turned back aad I
themselves in a cave under a rock, where ther
were captured. The videttes and pickets rouBd ti*
rock, those of Bhopal included, cut dowa and took
many of the fugitive garrison during the day I
made over eighty prisoners to Sir Robert Ham Itoo
of whom twenty-four were executed ; and forty-
eight more to the civil authorities.

Of the cavalry sent in pursuit of the fusritiveg,
the Hyderabad Irregulars came up with and killed
forty of them, this being exclusive of the twenty-
five killed by the Bhopal troops; Lieutenant
Westmacott on this occasion agaiu distinguished
himself.

At sunset, Mahomed Fazil Khan, and th«
Nawab Kamdar Khan, a pensioner of the British
Government, and a son of the great Piudaree
Chief taken by Sir John Malcolm, were hung OY«
the gate of the fort in presence of detachments of
my force ; next day, seventeen more, most of them
rebels of note, and all part of the garrison of
Rathgur, were executed ; two of them, brother*
of the Pindaree Chief, had taken part in th«
murder of the British Assistant at Bereiseeab.
Kishen Ram, a secretary of Mahomed Fazil Khan,
is stated to have been instrumental in atrocitiei
committed on forty Christians; Wallidad Khan,
who admitted ou his trial that he had done all he
could, and three times urged Fazil Mahomed to go
down, sword in hand, and attack the camp, »
valaitee leader, &c.

The Shazadah of Mundesore was not in the fort,
as was proved by an unopened letter from the
Rajah of Banpoor to his address, found in the fort
by an officer of the 3d Europeans ; he had left
it the day of our arrival. In this letter, which i*
curious, the Rajah gives him the title of King,
and deplores that many native chiefs do not
venerate his kingly authority as they ought to do,
but have the bad taste to prefer the rule of tbe
Kafir and infidels.

The fort was provided with a fine tank, cut out
of the rock, fifty feet deep, and in it were found
great stores of salt and grain, sufficient for a year a
consumption, a few camels, cattle, and ^J*™
horses, two of them belonging to Mahomed Fazil
Khan, one with a silver bridle, and another to tbe
Shazadah of Mundesore, a mould for casting can-
non and shot, and an immense mass of native cor-
respondence and English accounts, which I made
over to Sir Robert Hamilton ; one object was also
found which excited indignation, the effigy of tue
head of a decapitated European female, which «
appears these supporters of a change of rule m
India carried before their troops, as fitting em-
blem of their deeds ; notwithstanding this, and au
that has passed far worse than this, the 3d finro-
peans, when they entered the fort, treated the
women and numerous children of the rebels, wno
were left there, with the humanity which was w
be expected from their discipline and their tern-
I had enjoined the troops, for the honour of their
country and the army, not to harm » woman or

° I beg to bring to His Excellency's
consideration the zealous and able
I have received before Rathgur from »"£*%

enant-Colonel Turnbull, comma"Steuart, Lieutenant-Colonel


