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by him to request that you will make the above
communication in his name as veil as in mines.

I intend leaving Shanghae on or about the 15th
of this month.

I hare, Ac.,
(Signed) FREDEBICK W. A. BRUCE.

Inclosure 7 in No. 8.
Commissioners Kweiliang, Hwashana, &c^

to Mr Brace.
(Translation.)

KWEI, <fco., Hwa, <fec., Ho, &c., Twau, Ac., Im-
perial Commissioners, make a communication in
reply.

On receipt of Mr Bruce's letter of the 8th
instant, acquainting the Commissioners that hie
determination to proceed forthwith to Pekin to
exchange the ratifications of the Treaty was
unalterable, the Commissioners feeling that it
would not be correct that the day appointed for
that purpose, which waa near at hand, should be
passed, after due deliberation decided that the only
course open to them was to represent the matter
fully to His Majesty the Emperor, and to request
him to be pleased specially to select some high
officer who might proceed to Tien-tsin to make
arrangements for Mr Brace's reception. Their
memorial was sent forward at the rate of 600 li
(200 miles) a day,* and would arrive at the latest
in some eight or nine days at Pekin, so that it
might be assumed that when Mr Bruce and the
Ministers of France and America reached Tien-
tsin, the Imperial Commissioners could not fail to
hare arrived as well, and eo the exchange of
Treaties in Pekin would be effected by the time
fixed for the purpose.

The Commissioners were in the act of address-
ing Mr Bruce to the above effect, when they
received his second letter, dated the llth instant,
expressing a wish that they should proceed by
steamer. They were not unaware that & steamer
would be a most expeditious (means of conveyance),
but they have not received His Majesty's com-
mands (to avail themselves of it), and they could
on no account presume so to proceed on their own
motion. Were they now to make the proposition
the subject of a memorial (so far from any
advantageous result from such a course), there
would be, on the contrary, time lost in the march-
ing and countermarching. It behoves them, there-
fore, in obedience to His Majesty's commands, to
return post-haste to the capital. As they hare
prayed His Majesty to detach a high officer to act
as agent in the matter, Mr Brnce will be certainly
enabled to arrive at his destination by the time
appointed. With the peaceful relations now estab-
lished between the two Nations, nothing certainly
will be done that is not in conformity with the
provisions of the Treaty, and the Commissioners,
accordingly, pray Mr Brace at once to put away
all misgiving on the subject. There is no need for
him to feel any anxiety. They would wish that
on his arrival at the month of the Tien-tsin river
(the Peiho), he should anchor his vessels of war
outside the bar, and then, without much baggage,
and with a moderate retinue, proceed to the capital
for the" exchange of the Treaties. His mission
being a pacific one (or, as he conies speaking
peace), his treatment bj the Government of China
will not fail to be in every waj most courteous ;
and it is the sincere wish of the Commissioners

* This is the form of words for the fastest rate of
nail-despatch but one.

that relations of friendship nay to tram AM •%•
forth consolidated, aad that OB each «d« niiiiTt
may be felt in the good faitk *ad jiutie* «f tfat
other.

A necessary eommnnieatioa, addrrMei to th«
Honourable F. Brace, C.B., *«, fce.

Hien-fung, 9th year, 5th BMB. 12tk
(12th of June 1859.)

(Received June 13, 8 A.M.)

No, 9.

Mr Brnce to the Earl of Malmeabwy.—(B*wivW
September 13.)

Off the Peiho River,
MY LORD, July 5, 1*59.

I HAVE the honour to state that four dayi after
the receipt of his Excellency Kweiliang'i Utbr, I
left Woosung for the north, taking tht CenmtmU
in tow, in order to have an unarmed VMM! •
•which to ascend the river.

On arriving at the Islands of Soa-loo-ftiee, IJM
rendezvous agreed on with the Admiral, I foe»4
the squadron no longer there, and pr«<Md«l t»
the mouth of the Peiho on the 20th Juno, wae*
the ships were assembled, the Admiral kavnf
sent the gun-boats over the bar, OB account of tlw
heavy sea running outside.

Admiral Hope reached the Island* of Sha-fet*
tien on the 16th, and on the 17th he left tU
anchorage, in the Fury, attended bj two gnB-boai%
to announce the coming of the Minister* of Eaglaa4
and France to the authorities at the month «f tk«
river. The Fury and gun-boats anchored Mteiet
the bar, and Commander Commerell, with Mr Mor-
gan, the Interpreter, went over the bar ie tke
Fury's gig, to deliver the message. They VMV
not allowed to land by the armed rabbi* M tht
bank, and when Captain Commerell asked for u
interview with the authorities, they declared tfol
there was no authority, civil or military, M tit
spot; that the barriers in the river had kwe
made by the people at their own expense, Bit
against us, but against the rebels ; and that the
garrison consisted of militia only. Tht chief
spokesman, who called himself an engineer or Clark
of the Works, however, offered to take any
to Tien-tsin, and bring back an answer.

On receiving the report of what had
Admiral Hope sent Captain Commerell in again to
inform them of the arrival of the Ministers, and to
request that a passage should be opened wiskia
three days, to allow of their proceeding by Uit rive?
to Tien-tsin.

To this they replied that they had dispatch*] »
messenger to Tien-tsin to notify our arrival, a*4
that a passage should be opened withim tbt in-
quired time. Admiral Hope then returned to She*
loo-tien.

On the 18th the squadron left for the Pail*, eel
the gun-boats anchored inside the bar M accowt
of the heavy sea running outside; and «a UM SOta,
the day of my arrival, Admiral Hop* proceeded to
the forts to see whether steps had bees take* to
open a passage for us, and to deliver a kttetbt a*i
addressed to the Intendant of Tien-tsin, stating tiel
the squadron would remain at the anchorage to>
ing our visit to Pekin, and requesting that • «e>
ket should be opened for the sale of fresh pwri*
aions, and arrangements made for landing of efioH*.
and men in such numbers as might wit be Ben*
venient to the inhabitants of Takoo.

The same rabble came down to the teak M!
opposed the landing, one of them threatening Kr


